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rHE REVEREND AND 


| Learned my Honoured Farther 

\ Ne Ha naYt Hud, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at 

| Aickletin in Glouc;ſhire. 


Much honoured Father, 


== Ooks claim a juſt title to 
#& a Dedicatory commen- 
SM dation,whether this title 
- FS be juſt Jwre natural, or 
| Spreth= by Preſcription, 1 intend 
\ not to diſpute with this 
{mall piece which cals it ſelfe mine, 
|and claimes the ſame portion which 0- 
|thers have beene ſent into the world 
with; I will not deny it's requelt., 
nough I mighc have ſo done, fince it, _ 
NF A2 appeares 
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_ The Epiſtle = < 
© appexes iftthic world without le- 
content ) 1t ſhall have Ho 1 

Nor will I ve unjuſt, or unthankfall to. 
00 who have the cleareſt , and faireſt 
title to this Homage, for it either 
Greatneſle or Gooaneſle ve a juſt 
claime, your's is the juſteſt ; if Great- 
nelfe of obligations be a g00d title, 
None may contend with you ; a Fa- 
ther's obligations oa a Sonne are confeſ- 
ſedly greateſt. If Goodnefle, and Bene- 
ficence be the beſt claime , I muſt tell 

the world, your right to this is ſuch, 
There cannot be a better Patron then 4 
Good Father . If 1 addeno more to ſer 
out your worth, (beſides I prevent the 
loſing my ſelfe in the Dedication , and 
the diſproportioning the Frontiſpice 
co the building,) I ſhall cut off the jea- 
lous ſurmiſes of an uncharitable world 
( which will ſuſpe& there is none fo 
©00d , becauſe they are fo few. ) Aogs 
7 which I moſt intend) reſerve more-; 
roome of thePracticke part ofthat ho- 
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. e our 2nd obedience which Lowe you« oY 


{ cannot more doubt your receptionof 
| cn, then I can your receprion of 
(elfe, and to entreat for this, 
T thinke ) were to detract trom the 
repute of a tender Father whign you 
” deſerve. Wh. 1t wants of worth, in 
> [itſelfe, will be more fully, and eafily 
ade up, whileſt it ha th the 7: .fing 
advantage of 2 Sonne's af <CTIONs , 
( whoſe willingnefie makes his leſt 
ay of thankfulneſle worth accep- 
Flag ,) and whileſt it hath the graines 
of allowance which a Fathers kind- 
nefle will caſt in to make -up che 
(weight. 

Sr, theſe firſt fruits be' ng jadged 
ripe ſooner then 1 thous ht, and ſo 
gathered ( much 2gainſt my Wi re ey 
having been offered firſt in the Ts 
ple for the honour of God, 2nd the 
; Kfervice of his ſpirituall Temple, are 
$gnow in this handtull leir ro you, as 
+Mhac portion wiich I might not with- 
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The Epiſtle D&vitearorr) of 


hold from you , andas the firſt fruity 
- duly offered did procure a bleflingp 
on the offerer, ſo I hope it will farq 
with your Sonne,who nothing doubts}. 
your bleſſing will be on his head, andf 
1 Joubt it will, as Facob's, prevaile a. * 
bove the bleſſings of your Progent-} 
tours, for the abundant encreaſe of! 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace on þ 
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EPISTEAE 
TO THE 
RE A DF Ss 


Y requeſt 1s to thee ( leaſt | 
T arceive thy expettation ) 
not to expett from me , (who 


affeft plainneſſe of ſpeech and 


atHons ) any tedious Apolc- 
geticall Preface ,- much leſſe 
«ny ſuperfinors flattering Panegyricks. Onely 
let me acquaint thee wit h the ingagement that 
bies upon me,to premiſe a few things concerning 
the publication of this Learned and elaborate 
Worke. The Author ſufficiently knowxr to 
7y ſelfe and many others, to be a Gudly, Dear- 

k ned, and Orthodox Divine through his mode 
+ - and low opinion of himſelfe, deny:d for a long. 
& zine his conſent to the makcing of theſe Ser- 
+ 21095 of publick aſe, and had ſuppreft them 
W &rogether but that through importunity 1 
"= prevailed 


£ 


4 Epiſtle 


| We mwithhim. That ancient relatiof 4*® 
ave, 4s of a Tutor to a Scholar (which in him 
and ſuch who prive ſo well is my glory and re= 
goiceing ) and thoſe deare affeftions I b:are to= {| 
wards hin at length made him to yeeld to my 
frequent ſoll:citations , that this works might * 
be Printed for the publick,g cod. And I never 
had yet (n:tther do I x" $6 frall) enter- | 
taine : thy leaſt repenting thought for cauſin 
ſach choice Sermons to be made of comm: 4; 
and berefit. 

Concerning the $ ermins having heard two 
of th:m from the Pulpit , and ſince "deliberately 
read th-m all cver. rwo or three particalars I 
obſerve in an eſpeciall manner, as appeares by 
the account that followeth. 

T. The ſcaſonablen:ſſe of the preaching ow | 
this ſubject againſt the blindneſle of a natu- 

$ rall man, and concerning the finfulneſſ2 of 
A Sin,both Originall and Actuall both which are | 
: words ſpoken in ſeaſon, conſtacring that n:w_ | 
adaics Pelagius, Arminius, Socinus, and = 
ther He reticks of the fame litter are revived: 
and their followers ( as if they bad git a facut- 
tie in tne Conrt of augmentatuen) cntſirip and |} 
goe beyond their maſt rs in crrors and herefreag _ 
But as in Tacharies Viſion there. were four®'Y 
Carpenters to fray the foure horaes which, 
ſcaring 
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To the Reader, 6 Oe "I 
Fcattered Judah: (0 God raiſeth up many vali» L 
| ent Champions of his truth who © crie aloud (a)Zech.x; 
- {and ſpare not ſifting up their voices like ;x © *? 
Trumpets againſ# the abomination of the 
times. What was judiciens Carthwrights 
' 1 otro for Zion's ſake I will not hold my 
| peace abides upon the hearts of the faithfull 
- JJ Ainiſters of theGoſpell: Thtiy dare not be win 
TI flont in God's cauſe: but they maks it their bu- \ VISAS : 
th h Os AY 
fin:ſſe (as the Apoſtle exhorts ) * to convince (4) rir.c,  Þ 
\ Gainfayers: <To {top their mouthes,dto re- x. : 
{ Þuke them ſharply or exrringly: Which ()Titr3 
þ Scriptures dee nit in the leaſt conntenance & *M*Y Xs 
| Z cleration,nor any other Scripture that I know vTvs 
f of: now the Lord hath raiſed up the ſpirit of Tae 
A this Learned Brother, to lop off the Hyara of 
 # Hereſies to ftand for the truth at ſuch a time 
 Þ a5 this 15, ] cannit let paſſe without ſpeciall Ob- 
{| ſervation.” When Originall (in is denyed by 
| ſome with gr-at confidence, naturall mens abi- 
" | /ities roo lhughly advanced,the Pagan's debr and 
”  f dowry pleaded for,and charity laviſht ups ſuch 
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k beyond all Scripture rule ſurely a contatiticn 
» Y «HOW muſ# necds be beautifull 19 its ſeaſon, aud 
YT awordfo fitly ſpok:n may be eſteemed like Aps 


> &p'es of Gold in pictures of Silver. 


» F- 2. Adde hrennto the ſingular uſcfulneſſe 
LBef che DoXtrine delivered That men oi grea- 
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The Epiſtle | 


teſt acuteneſſe and abilitie for naturall 
parts,and of beſt improvement by education 
cannot make a right and full diſcovery of 
indwelling Luſt without the Spirit of God 
revealing it by the Law. This Dottrine 7s 
of great uſe, and ſerves topluck down the creſt 
of the proud-ſt Scholar who is a \tranger from 
rhe life of God. Afen may attaine wnto - 
a great parts as Ariſtotle and Plato, and yet | 7, 
be meere ignoramnſſeſſes in Original jn, How | 
Adam's /in z ours, how we were un his loines, | 9 
and that ſin committed 1m his perſon was like- | 
wiſe committed in our nature, and propagated | 
and derived upon all his poſterity: Thus no man | © 
can learne in Ariſtotle or Plato&s Schoole. 1 4 
We muſt have reconrſe unto the Law of God | 1 
The Apoſtle's determination 1s infallible For I Ft 
had nor known Luft except the Law had Jo 
{a1d, Thou ſhalt not cover. | 
3. Upcn pern{all of the whole there's dexterity Yi 
of juagment: T his Author gives a rational ac- ! ki 
of the truth by evidence of reaſuns ſolid and " ty 
fineworrs 25 1. Becauſe a Naturall mary! #h 
makes uſe of a crooked rule: His own rea=:J 8 
fea ts his rule, and that perverted and blinded&&$ 4 
And if the blind lead the blind both muſty 
fall into the ditch, 2. Becavſe this ſinfa'% 
nefle of indwelling luſt conſiſts nach of ſpike 
ruuk 
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._ _- To the Reader. 
tituall wickedneſſe, and the naturall man in 
is -higheſt improvement remaines carnall 
and ſenſuall. A natzrall man wants hu eye- . 2 
Veobht: He # | darkneſſe it ſelfe in the abſtratt:  ;gph..g * 
and $ receiveth nor the things of the ſpirit of ;g57@ 
od. ; (s) 1C0r.2, : 
Orher more weighty Arguments are urged: 4+ 
. {But by theſe mentioned you have a taſte of the 
f reſt: And 1will not prevecupate my Reager . 
| 4-1n the fourth and laſt place, 1 take notice 
. | of the Canaor , Modeſty, and Aſoderation of the 
- | Azathor. Though hee is zealous in Gods cauſe,yet 
4 | mecke in his own as Moſes was. I ſeenct in 
+ | any particular where he gives ground, or relin- 
| qurfheth bus colours: But as farre as 1 can 
4 | apprehend, he hath beaten his adverſaries ont of 
F- Ihe field : yet he hathlearned from the Apoſtle : 
4 Jrobſpeak the truth in love,c> roi reſtore,fuch (b) Epb.4. 
as are overtaken, in the ſpirit of meekneſle. GG 4 6. 
y {He #ſeth ſoft words, and hard Arguments, as © © 
= 4kpowing that a flint is ſooner broken upon a piul- 
4 ${ow then on an anvil. Upun a ſerions review of 
me $#be whole 1 find no bittern:ſſe, no revileing lan- 
4-2. þ grape nor perſonall reflexions « He diſcardeth 
Je all Pack waies of arguing, fearing leaſt ſuch dead 
(rfres might marre the whole box of oyntment. 
12 Wherefore upon this conſideration of the Pre- 
ſes (1 commend to thee Reader) a ſeriors 
|: > +5 | | EEES Pers[all | 
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; "The Epiſtle to the Reader: ; 
CE Peruſall of theſe excellent Sermons followings 
F And if I miſtaks not(wnle(ſe it be thy own fault; 
thou wilt reap much ſpirituall advantaze, iand 
wilt be more effabliſhed in the truth. 1 maſt £ 
prefeſſe what Ithink;(be at to the diſparagement] 
of none) that by reading theſe Sermons and a 
nother in Latine Homogeneous #0 this ſub 
Jett, of a Reverend Dottor eminent for Goalysl - 
. DrEdward neſſe and Learning, 1 bave found more ſatif- 
Reynolds fattion,and confirmation,then by other Sermons 
; ne or Treaties 1 have yet met with upon that Ar 
' Animals £#ment. 1 adde no more but commena theq 
Homo ({ Reader ) to the gracious proviacuce of God 
heartily deſfireing that thy ſoule may thrive th 
better for what is here pabliſhcd, ſo pray 


A th, 
Thy ſervant for Chr? 
lake 
| «<1 ! 
HtengtY WILKINSON | 
Eo OXFORD | 
From Magdalen Hall 
Fuly 6, 1659. LS 
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ONs 
Ar Fer Thad not knowne Luſt, except the Law 
he had ſaid Thou Jhalt not Covers 


04 
thel FaaT He Great Doctrine of our 
a W/m peas Cofpell freedome from the 
14 [aK by Law (which the miſtaken 
EX. FN Jew did dangerouſly ſftum- 
= Tx k& ble at) being laid downe by 
—— theApoltle,n that apt ſimuli- 
..+{ tude of a woman freed from the Law of her 
x] husband, to which ſhe was obliged during 
-\} his life, in the five firſt verſes of this Chap- 
ter: and being s ſummarily concluded in that 
] poſitive aſſertion of the Apoſtles , in the 6. 
:\ verfe, former part of it, Vow we are delivered 
from the Law : The A poſtle might here have 


_ 7Tended his Sermon, and the Chapter, but that 


284i was neceſſary he ſhould vindicate this Do- 
Ering 
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The Naturall mans Blindneſſe: © 


&rine of our freedcme from the Law, from 
two .sgreat objections, which the Jew 
thought he might reaſonably , and which he 
did continual! ly caſt in the Apoſtle's way 
ns this _ The firſt of theſe ob- 


— 4 —m—_ 


Ds againſt the perm s doctrine , Sos: 
the Apoitle's ſolution of it, The Objection 
is thus propoſed , It we are( as you Paz! a- 
verre ) delivered from the Law, then the. 
Law is evill; for deliverance 1s onely from 
that which is evill, were we removed from, 
a good, it would not be a deliverance, but a 
lofſe and dammage; if then the Law be evill, 
what evall is it? Is it finne? Here1s the Ob- 


Jeon, intimated in the former part of this 


7:verſe. The Apoſtles anſwer is full of holy 


indignation at the impiety, and wickedneſle | 


of rhe Objection, God forbid; and full of 
clearnefle and ſolidity againſt the ſeemins 


itrengrh of it, diſcovering the right uſe of| 


this Law which cannot be fin, though Sir 
tooke eccaſion from the Law to be exceeding | 


\g fel . And this the Apoſtle confirmes , 7 | 


" becauſe; 
4% The Law diſcovers and manifeſts this] 
worke-} 


worke of darkneſſe , 7 had ot knowne fonze, 
bat by th: Law, faith Paul. 

} 2. TheLaw prohibits all ſinne, even Luſt 
ay I it ſelfe, ir faith, Th.» halt nor Cover : In this 
b- | latter part of the Apoltle bis anſwer , affi- 
n- | sning the right, proper,& genuine uſe of the 
P- | Law, lyerh my worke ; andere 1 can ſet to 
b- | it, 1 muſt premiſe three or foure things by 
id | way of Explication , or at leaſt point them 
N | out, ( for they are very obvious of them- ] 
i- | ſelves.) 4 
1, I. Who ſpeaketh , / Pazl, a man of ripe Explic. 2 
m } naturall parts, and of as well improved, ac- 1-TR00R 4 
m | quired parts, as any, yet {till a Phariſee, and TY 
A} Zealous ofthe Taw,according to their prin- 

1] ciples,and interpretation of the Law. 4 
p 2. How he expreſſerh himſelfe , [ had nor *: m_ 4 
's | knowne;, in a tenſe that look's ſomewhat tin 

y | more then to what is paſt , having an eye to . 
e | the future, and what would have been, it 

}f] carries in ir 
5 

) 

" 

4 

= 


# The Natural man's Blinane 
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I. His Paſt 1gnorance,[did not then know. "a 
+ 2.His future ignorance,he ſhould not yet = 
baveiknowne, if the Law, &c. ir - 

3. Had wet ſaid, i.e. if it had nor arlaſt, 3:7% SS 
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| Tpoken m other language rhen the Scribes, , . + 
| and Phariſees made it {ſpeake in - they made | » . 
1 4t ſpeake in the Lerall found ; bur now : 
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God hath made it ſpeake , and hath madeÞisr 
Paul heare, in the Spiritnall ſenſe and mea-] an 
ning of it ; in that voice which God caufech] O! 
a conyinced , and cor:verted foule to heare ;] *P 
in other kind of ſpeech then any of the Pha- | up 
ritees { who made void the Law ) would 
heare, Pax! had often (no doubt) read the | 6: 
Law,and this very prohibition too, yet now | by 
he underitands what then he did nor, that | 4: 
the Law ſaid, W 
4 Whatis Thou ſhalt nat Covert The Apoſtle uſerth | 14 
| mean by firit a wordof more Generall ignification, 
' the Law, 7,1 not knowne /:anc. and then Exegerical- } t 
; 4," ly, and proleprically addeth , what might 1l- | v 
z0t Cores, Juſtrate his meanins,and prevent an objeRti- | n 
on : forifin is di{coverable by the light of | d 
nature, that Starre light which they had 

| who yet were darknefſe. 
S. How then is it appropriated to the Law ? | 
A.1, 1. Sininthe fullextent, and compaſle of 
it, as aCtuall, is onely diſcovered by the 
Law , for many ſins they accounted vertues, 
and many they excuſed with harmleſſe in- 
Cifferency, which yer the Law condemned. 
2. 2. But indeed the Apoſtle principally ins | 
tendeth the finning fonne in it's firit motis 
ons, and workings , and init's indwelling: 
That corrupt principle of luſt,and fin, which | 
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eÞ is rooted in the ſoule and work's in our life, Kz7sZo3s * 


ea-J and 1s ordinarily known by the name 'of peccatum 


2h] Originall hn,or corruption of nature, thus 
e | *Parerizs on the place: rhis premiled | gather 


vocabit vi 
ctium ori=- 
ginis pece 


a- | up the Doctrine trom the words, ' .*  catorum 
1d That men of ereateſt acuten:ſ[e, ard 4- aliorum 


Fs Ss 


bili:y for naturall parts,and of beſt improvenzne 'ontem & 
by eaz:cation, cannot make a right, and full Teagan 
as cerery of Orzamall ſin, of indwelling liſt, in Lec, 
withour the ſpirit of Gad revealing it by the D:frine. 
law. | 

Luſt or finning {in 1s a my ſterie of 1n1qui- 
| ty, which the moſt peircing naturall eye, 
with beſt humane advancages never did, 
never could yet, or ever will be ableto 
diſcover. . 

Concupiicence is ſufficiently diſcoverable 
by no other eye, nor by other light then 
' that che holy ſpirit of God giverh us to 
ſee with: The knowledge ot ſinne as here 
Paul knew it, as a Regenerate ſoule doth 
know it, is not within the compaſſe of the 
higheſt improved naturall man; he cannot 
take the height, nor mete out the length, 
and breadth,nor fathome the depth of that 
corruption which is in our: natures; he can- 
not tell how this old man was conceived 
formed and producedin us he cannot derive 
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= 6 The Naturallmay's Blindneſie. 58 
the Pedigree of this antient infamous hou 
5 It 1s onely and peculiarly the worke of rl 
* Method of {pirit, and word of God to diſcqyer this TOE? 


& Procecding. a man, In handiing rhis truth L will * 
| I. I. Shew it to be che Doctrine of this textÞ 
and of others in the Scripture. | 

2: 2. Farther contirmeit by the exemp'ary ] 


| miſtakes of the ſeveral} forts of men who] 
have pretended(and might 1i any could pre- 
tend) molt to ali knowledge, and to this 
© a 
s. 3- Enquire what particularly they never 
did, or could eyer diſcover &c. 
4+ 4. Rationally demonſtrate why they Þ 
-- could not or ever will be able without the | - 
eſpeciall ſanctifying, and enlighrning'vertue 
of the ſpirit of God to diſcerne it. 
> 5. Point out ſome conſiderable differen, 
ces between the knowledge which a natural 
mproved man as Pax! before converſion; Þ 
anda regenerate ſanctifyed ſoule ,, as Part 
after converſion, hath of this fin. And'then  ]- 
6. 6. Clolethe whole matrer in apracticall | 
_ and uſefull application. 1 
[y.Thizs 1. I fay then that this is the DoQtrine of - 
\ _—_— thetext, That the beſt naturall parts,higheſt 
nd othey proved without the ſpirit of God enlighr< |. 
Eeripeyres, fig Hin by the law cannot now , cone | 
- BY 4 | not 4 
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' FETJ C: EP 
oh _ ever, nor ever will be able to \ dior e- 
iN : corruption of our natures. | muſt ek 
Fevidence rhis whole matter irom Paxl's ex- 
&1ampe, and cleare conte{lion, / [aid 
+ [ The'sreatelt acuteneſſe, ard ability of 
auce, ]tuch was Pal's naturall abilityghe 
"was a man ot moſt pregnant, and ripe parts, 
for he afſures us thar he profited above many 3 
refs. his egnalls : bis outitrippins them (if any &#-7-14+ 
his doubr it) aſſurech us,he was befriended with 6 
| a large portion of naturall abilicies, he had 
er | not fo outrun thoſe who ſtarted with him 
tn the race, ifa greater ſtrength and ſpeed : 
ey | had nor fitted him for the race. 2 
he, II farther ſaid that ſuch parts [with beſt 
16 | 1mprovement, ] I faid no more then] might 
well warrant trom Pals example., for he 
- wanted not the advantage of education; - he 
had a Maſter whoſe learning had fer. him 
| high inthe eſteeme of che people, 45 5.34. 
: and at his feet Pa»l was brought up, nor 
|.  weshea dunce in this ſchoole,he made-ſuch 
{| Progreſle that he was eminent for his lear- 
# ning, whence Fifa charitably' interprets 2 
e-| +; the Apoſtle pleading his own cauſe, and the loads 
+ ; truth (which Fef underſtood not) as the YSdpeny 
{| - diſcourſe of one to be pitried for overſtudy-i's avi 
| ing himſelfe ; and who had more Tourinng aje7g 6m 
Lacn . 


WW; he Natural n man's nelle, 7 >S 
| 14 __ "" ” 01%" F EROR 
t hab ; 
©" 


——"  The.Nar! wan's Bling Inefe. 
Eo pf heconld manage, Afs 26. 24. 
E ' Did Ifay ſuch parts fo improved [| never * 
did?] I fay bur what Paz! ſaith of humlelte, 
for time paſt he did nor, 1f 1 adde | norever. ]rall 
can] I ground it on the Apoſtle his expre- hterj 
fon , which includes more then the paſt Jpla' 
time, Thad not known, and looke's to time to [ver 
come for *tis in the Pluſquam perfectum. the 
1fi addeſ”Withour the ſpirit enltghrning the Ar 
{oule] none I hope will doubr it: but if 1 ſay [his 
{ without more then common illuminacion'} ſac 
1 have proofe from Pay, who had no doubr |þi 
the common illumination of the ſpirit while for 
a Phariſee, yer, did not then underſtand, as 1 
now he doth, the corruption of nature: Þ1« 
He didwhile unregenerate heare thelaw,but Þ 
now regenerate he heare's the yoice of the pr 
Jaw, and ſpirit, jointlv informing, and in- }ſe 
firuing him; & without this the beſt parts, Jt 
with the beſt improvement, though both Ju 
equall ro Pays will neyer fully diſcover 
, linnins fin. 
_ Nor do we want other teſtimony from 
ved from Scripture: The Law and Prophets beare wit- . | 
#ber Scrip: neſſe to this truth, view what was Ezekiel's -- | 
vis. meſſageanderrand to the 7ewes. | £1 
: Ezeck.16.2,3,4. He muſt declare to them, 4 
that their Birth and Nativity ws of the lard 
of # 
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T 


«oo " 48 
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; {Canaan that their father was an Amorite and 


; 0 . . - 2 @ . 
ther mother anHittite &c. In which allegorie, A natura 


tfor her ſtate, and what ſhe was befere ſhe came 
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the {1nfullnefſe,& curſedneſſe of their natu- in morte, ? 
rall ſtate is ſer forth as is the opinion of In- '239rdibus _Þ 
terpreters , and others: So 7anizs on the E—_—_ 
place on thoſe words rhy navell was yot cat, mirate & 
verſ.4. Thou waſt by nature dead,defiled with vaninate e- 
the pollution of (in, full of weakneſſe ana vanity. on Fun,tt 
And much tothis purpoſe Perer Afartyy ntl ne 
his common places: Never did man marry yxorem 
auch a wife ſo much beluw, ſo mach unweythy of anquam 
him as aid Chrift when he marryed the Church: tam dilpas 


rem, & 
(vo conju- 


into Chriſt's hand,zs deſcribed by Exekiel in the vio indi- 
16.chap.1'l adde to this Eſſen; contraCrelli- gnamduxit 2 


I:m de ſatisfatt. F. 1. $0#; 3 cap. 3. Cauſa ar1q3 Chris. 


procatarttica una eſt miſeria noſtra que Dei mi- _ p00 ſee | 4A 
fericordiam movit=Huc pertinet graphica illa ods a « 
deſcriptio Ezech. I 6. J ,6. Their ſinful! and nim ca 6: 
wretched {tare untill grace timely prevent, erit,ante-_ 
freely a&,and powerfully change it, is that quamChri- 
which is repreſented by this Allegorical 

num CO. 


deſcription of a wretched, helpleſſe, infant ,c,jrec,ab 


. Pborne in it's blood, and caſt out to the loa- Ezech, de- 
v4 thing of its perſon. Andall this the pro- ſcribitux 


her muſt declare to 7ersſalem, and he muſt, *-<®P- 
lac com. cl. 


Joot knownyor not. ſufficiently known, there- z,cq.r7, ©? 


fore 


qo in m2- = 


| | "Per. Martyy 
' Feeclare it,as a man declares what before was. a: 


"10 TheNaterall may's Blindnefie, I. 
fore the Lord ſends him with this command 
make them know ( "NN ) as ithe h2d ſaid 
they areignorant,it mult be to d, and de. ia 
rcd to them, they | not knozw it eiſe;nay tar 
ther they are incredulous, they will nor be 
lieve it , unlefle thou prove it to them; fe 
much the Caldee Parephraſt intimares in his 
Slolſe on the text { 1m) mr m2y1 
—— 59W19)Now it is Jeruſalem,ſairh the He- 
Dicc eptavit PIeW text, they are the inhabitants oi Jeru- 
”  probavir, falem, faith theParaphraſr, perſons which 
;  radarguir. lived where God was known, where the te 
F i{timony of the Lord was,whither the Tribes 
-M did goe up;they were the perſons who pro-| 
4 fetied to know God, and which boaited in|. 
the law, which were jevres inſt itured in the 
knowledge of the Law ( as Pax! was before 
converſion) yet theſe perſons are ignorant, 
and know not; arc incredulous, and believe 
not, untill the Prophet declare that they 
may know, and prove it thar they may be- 
heve their birth to be of the land of Canaan: 
So the Prophet erc-ah c. 17. roundly af- 
ſert's that the S$iz which is praven on the ta-| 
ble of their heart,verſ.1 which makes the heart 
deſperately wicked,v.9.makes it alſo deceits|| 
full above all things, It is a riddle which], 


none can read; who can know 3? the Prophet 


C| 


challengethÞ 
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- The Naturall man's Blind 


ir} 
- 4,7 


*F 
Chg. 
& 5-0 


gp exived or borne in 
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challengeth the whole world of men to ſay 
whether any among them can underſtand it? 
Againe St Pax who underitood this Do- 
Erine as well as any, lates down the ſinful- 
neſle of our natures, Rom. 3. Io. there 
none T47hteons no not one, none that underſtan- 
deth or that ſecketh after Goa, ec. A very 
high charge ſuch as proud Philoſophy will 
not beare, and weak eyed Fhyloſophy can- 
not ſee:How then 1s this known ? how is it 
proved why zt z5 written, v.10. former part, 
And by the Law is the knowleag of [in, v.20. 
ſurely what David faith of that providence 
which ſuffer's «t fir bene mals & male bonts, 


 Pſ. 73.16, 17. 1s very eminently true of 


this fin; when men think to know this with- 
out going into the Sanctuary of God, it is 
to0 paintull for them: Nay if they goe into 
the Sanctuary, and enquire as the Phariſees, 
as the carnall Jew, did enquire, they will 
come out as very fooles, and as ignorant as 
they went in: andit isa mea- 
ſuringcaſt,they'l proudly boaſt 
that others were borne alto- 
gether in fin, but not they, fob» 
9.34, - For the Phariſees were 
of opinton that none were con- | 
fin but ſuch as _ 
a 
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Erant enim Phariſzi in -: 
i113 opiniene, rantim il- 2 
los in peccato Copceptos®” 
& naros efſe,quos natura | 
infigniter notafſer Chem, | 


4 a "12 pe rhe N ; Ee ura 70 7 gee n B alin Wefſe. e 


3 hadBranded.The ſame doth. gidins Hunni- 
* Ab: agnat3 2 112 loc. obſerve too: & foh: Hoornbech Sum: 
A fe palch controver{.l.2. which is againſt the Jews es,and 
1 ſe pulch:e © their Judaiſme bath ranked this Queſtion, 
2 on Tentie. 4 Peccatum Adami primum fuit -— ___; 
E bant Phari- f0riz5 nature humane ande omnes homines na(- 
b (zi, Hun C:ntur cum peccato erininals : ? among one of 

* winloe, the controverſies between us and themin 
: which they deiend the Negative, and we 
maintaine the Affirmative. 

Thus will every man miſtake who hath 
not the ſpirit of God whoſe office it is to con- 

| gi 16.8, Vince of ſin, eſpecially of thoſe fins which are 
; not eaſily diſcerned. It is more then evi- 
dent, that before conviction we doe not ſee, 
or conſider of many notorious and habitua{ll 
finnes;ſuch as forma!l and looſe profeſſion, 
prophane and ſecure Libertiniſme , Groſle 
JIdolatry in the Heathen: How much more 


to diſcover ſecret, heart {innes, the under- 


them. 

In a word, David a man well acquainted 
with his own heart, who was much in the 
ſeatch of it, who Was wont to commune with 


evident 1s it then that we ſhall never be able. 


Sround and deep tountaine and ſpring of | 


CEE one ode oe ee wales. 6... - 00- 


it, P(al. 4.4: diligent to hide the word init, 
ys; 19.11. taken up with meditating on © 
thap | 
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uſed to learne of his reines in the night ſea- 
ſons,when others were either ſecurely ſleep- 
ing,or{ifawakened ) Politiquely contriving 
che ſpeedieſt & ſureit way of accompliſhing 
their ſecular, and worldly defignes, then was ' 
David lighting his candle , 5. e. his under- 
ſtanding ar the Lamp of God: then was he 
ſearchins the darke receſles,and deep vaults 
of that heart which he knew was profound 
to deviſe and do wickedly. And now, one 
would think that fuch diligent ſearch ſhould 
leave nothing undiſcovered , and that a man 
after this might ſay , that there was no guile 
in his heart , but his eye ſaw it & watched 
over it ; But however a bold. and ignorant 
ſoule might poſlibly ſo thinke, and fay ; yer 
David dareth not thinke, nor fay fo, but af- 
rer all this diſtruſting his owne heart (which 
he knew too well to truſt it much) he brings 
it to God the ſearcher of hearts, and tryer 
of Reines wich earneſt ſuits that he would 


_ deliver him from his guilefull heart, Pſalm. 


139. P.2.3,24.Search mee O Goarzand know my 


heart, try mee, and know my theughts : and ſee 
ys f there be any way of wickedneſſe in mee, and 
Wend mce in the way everlaſting. Note David's 


earneſt- 


The Naturall man's Blindneſe ty © 
7 that word which diſcovers fin, Pf. 119.v.97. 
"[ Wiſer then his teachers, Pſal. 119. v. 99. 


[4 Tue Naterall mans Blindneſe, Þ- 
earneſtneſſe, five times rogther he prayerth« 
thar God would diſcover himſelfe, his hearÞ!! 
to himfelfe , and deliver himſelfe from him! 
ſelfe: for afrer all this diligence he is jealous 
there is, he knoweth poſlibiy there may beW 
ſome whart of this guile, and hypocriſie. Andſ! 
now having heard ſuch witneſſes, what far-J! 
ther need have wee ? Chriſtian, doth nor{< 
thy ſoule heare it ſelfe confeſſing this truth? $0 
Say, if it be ſo difficult for David, a manÞ* 
c_ by the Spiritof God internally, ! 
by the word of God externally, and awa-| © 
: kened by both joyntly , to find out his ſin- || 
| 
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tull hearr, and nature, can it be leſſe then 
impoſſible for men who are 

\ Blind ſpiritually, having no eyes, 

. In the darke, having no light, | 

Securely ileeping in {1n, not awakened, | 

to diſcover , and find out ſufficiently thac |} 

indweliing ſinne , this univerſall pravity in- 

| hering in his nature ? Let itthen ſtand a 

-- $ truth accordins to Scripture, that indwel- [ 

ling concupiſcence, this {inning fin, is a my= 

ſtery of iniquity which. the beſt naturall 

parts, higheſt improved cannot now, hath | 

N not yet, never will be able to diſcovers | 

D which is the firlt thing propoſed : next let; /] 

þ us come to the ſecond which will be W 0+; 
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(2 Herace's judgement he beccer tels us 
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her confirmation of this truch,when we ſee 
all ſorts of beſt improved naturall men have 
ultaken in it. 


and acutenelle ( with ſucceſle ) in new dit- 


there was much amiſlle in their life,and that 
this alſo had infected the mind, and foule, 
bur that deepe ſilence which every where 
may be obterved amongthe croud of their 


morall Wricers, who ipeake very little of |. 


the ſpring and founrtaine of vice, when they 
have ſpent many ſheets on the {treames 
and branches ot it, is an undoubted witneſſe 
of rheir ignorance, and if it were nota 
worke t00 great to be diſpatched within rhe 
compaſle of a Sermon, I might beftow ſome 
more labour, then now I will, to evince this 
by undeniable inſtances, yer rake -one or 
two. How little doth Hem ſpeake ? of is 
he not wholly filencin this ? and-yet he is 
preferred to ſome of the beſt morall Philos 
ſophers, Stoicks, or Academicks, for mn 


uid 


I. Then,as for the Gentile and Heathen , Generall * 
Iworid,when jc was at its height of learning, propoſed. 


> ah 0 . *Beft im- 
r 
and moſt noted for inquifitiveneſle atte > Jroved Nw 


$14 turall men 
coveries, Yer never came to the dif{covery yre miſts- 


of this {inne; Indecd they did difcerne a ve- kenin this 
ry great Ataxie , and diſorder , they knew knowledge, 


miſtoke the 
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"16 The Naturall man's Blindneſie., 

Dnid fit Pulchrum quid Turpe,quid Vrite 
#14 103, 

Plenias & melins Chry/ippo aut Crantor 

aitit. 

He that ſhould read Homer, and hope tc 

find any farisfatory account of this, will 

ſurely caſt him off at laſt, & fay,be hath loft i 

his labour, and knowes now as little as He q 

race himſelfe did of this by his reading, and] © 

revolving Trojan Bells Scriptorem. Wel 

Chry{ippas the ſecond Stoick Philoſopher for 

eminency, © fulcire putatur Porticum(as 

. Cicey. Acad. 1.4. quoted by Mr Gataker in 

Prelog. ad Annot. in 2M. Antonin. ) and © 

Laert.\. 7. whom Lae#rtins ſay's & wi 39 iv xpvornrn© 

2% 3y ve. He bath falne ſhort of Homer 1n 

the Diſcovery, 2d Pulcbhram, Quid Tar 

pe fc. Crantir allo, who was no ſmall bab 

in moraliry,if either our Poet may be judge, 

who citeth him as one yery eminently be- 

fore- others in his diſcouſe of vertue and 

vice, orif Cicero and Panztias (Maſter or 

friend to T #bero) may be judge, who tell us 

of a booke of this Crartor, which was, New: 

magnus at Aureolus= & qui ad verbum eſt 

edifrendue ,and yet Homer ſpeakes, PlenmnsÞ, 

& melius, Did Pulchram, Duid Tarpe od 

So that now we may hope either Homer, 
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or Horace from Homer is able to give us the 
beſt account of this marrer” Either of which! 
1 afſure you , are 'farre from a comperent 
meaſure of knowledge, and from any con- 
fiderable progreſle in the enquiry and dif- 
courſe of this marrer.* And where */hraluſe wethrew, 
off *Þcſe, or ſuch as theſe do ſpeake of ;, j,e;f:ly mentioned. | 
7.4 this ( befides that 1t 1s ittle ). they ;ya7r Amb:Burgeſſeof . ? 
do generally reſolve -it to a OrighSin.part. 2:6þa. 2 
proneſſe ſpringing from 'worſer 29- »Þicb 1 met with» 
| conſtitution of that matter, of f*<%* wa! finiſhed "2 
(as which weare formed, ora proneſſe ſooneſt .. 
\. | to1mitate what is worſt : A Doctrine which 

| may paſſe with the favourable name of an 


ite 


"or 


; be excuſable errour in theſe men, ( whowere ©- ft b 
inf Without the Law, )bur is no leſſe then Abo= 3 
4 minable hereſit in Pe/agians , who ( as right E 


bel /onnes of erring Farhers) have walked'in, 
| the ſame way of folly, and approved thefe 
men's ſayings.” Ed ns os 
From this firſt ſort of well improved men, - 
ſet us next Conſider. OE. ce 
2. The well improved naturall man in a 2Pelagions 
{Pclagian dreſſe, and on Pelagian principles, —_— _ % 
proceeding. in theenquiry, and pretending © __ 
$t0 have made the diſcovery of this indwel | 
Fins concppiſcence; and boaſting rhemlelves 
8s who zightly* know it ;- Bur how —_ . 
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doarinam 
de Peccato. 
oripinali 


E  com.de Pec- 
Per Martyr pu 


tsc.com.c.2 but let us give you a trankent yiew'of whaz 
; they-teach ther diſciples, and woyld obtruc 
" Pelagins at Rare (whither he came, afte 
E he -was diſcovered in the Eaſt.) began tc 
= maintaine the opinion of Sinleſſe pertetion, 
ior, Pes CRUR=z 1, AP 

nes" Defendere, Capit' Artuapyrins #, *A72ons; 
ry faith Yoſſius: A Doftrine which floweth 
; froma proud heart,. which know's not it 
own ſinfulneſſe, a corrupr .fiream which 

* ranthrough the Roicke Philoſophers, rain 
red 0r:gen, and gyerflowed Pelagizs and his 
followers, as Hicrome bath ghbſerycd: (as he; 

. As cited by fobaGer:Voſſins).: axe the evide 1 
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connex1on of rhe concluſions to the'princi- 
ples of thoſe men, and the undeniable con- 
formity of rheir dictates,which any one may 
ſee, who will be at the paines rocompare 
them, in their Paradoxes gathered together 


by 7=/tus Ligfins, with the Doctrine of the Fuft Liphe > 


win ſu 


Pelagians,mentioned and refuted by S$t:{#+ manuduR. * 


- 


na 


gnſtine, collected into one. by the Jearne 
paines, both of Yofſis and Cornel: Fauſenie 
in his large and learned Book called/drgu- 
ſtinus, ſeu Dettriva & Auguſtin: VE; In 2 
word it 15 well known how highly theſe men 
advanced nature, £ryed up the-ſufficiency 
and power of it, which cannot be but where 
firſt there 15 a great degree of ignorance 
or errour.and miitakes 1n the doQrine of O® 
riginall ſin:and what theſe miſtakes(if bere- 
1y may be ſo called). were, beſide; the Au- 
thors. mentioned, ,Dr Featly will give us 
an. account in his Pelagirns Rearvivas Oe. 
£0. which Authors I reterre: Scholars who 
can examine and compare theſe together , 
-and hope- others will rake ir:gn the word 
-of ane,who is willing to be tryeq by.ſuch as 
'are able to judge in this cauſe, and. therefore 


pbam. 


ish <carinot be.ſuſpected of a purpoſe- ro impoſe 
e4--upon them, brie fely when we readthat theſe 
wen taught thei Diſciples. + 
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4 ad ſtoicam : 
Philoſoa' * 
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| Pelagien  T That there was no Originall fin or cor+ A 
: Hereſics, YHuption of hamane nature. C 
4 2. That Adam's ſin endammaged himſclfe _ 
Z only properly, us onely if we imitate him. o |. 
I. 3. That we are borne as perfett (age onely] , 
excepted) as Adam was created,Coc. p 
- When we read theſe, and ſuch like Do-J 
Qrineswe evidently ſee and need no farther 
proofe:to demonſtrate, that theſe men bave 
7 not diſcovered this ſinning finne , and yer 
| Auguſin* they were men of naturall, and improved 
: _ . parts: ſo was Pelagins, a man excellent for $i 
E- fubinitio. learning, as Arguſt: cited by Yoſſins. So ic 
| was Celfiimamanot acute Judgment andy; 
well improved, for he wrote whileſt young, 
three Epiſtles, of which Gennadizs affirmerhy | 
they were omni Denum aeſtderants neceſſarie 
fo was fullan Ingenii, deftrine, facundie pref, 
cellentts, faith Yoſſins, a man acer ingento 
faith Gennagdizes,yer how brutiſh were theſe 
Paſtours in their underſtanding of this}, 
| point ! == i+ 
 2SemaPe- 3- Neither are they more happy in their, 
| wy miſ-diſcovery , who in ſucceeding ages were, 
| teke in this ſomewbat.more refined intheir hereſy,fuch Z 
| krowledg. 1c the elderand later Semipelagians;:whoſeJ,.; 
; 1gnorance-of. this enough appeare's in thay 


which they oppoſe againit > 
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for an account of which I referre you to 
Cornelis fanſenius his Parallel of the errors 
of che Maſſi.ians and ſome late teachers, 
in the fecond chapter of that Parallel, and 
the third chapter which is annexed to his 
Auguſttaus,C*c. 

With theſe are to be ranked 4rminians, 


{who conſent with theſe erring Doors, 


Sccintans, and ſome of our Anabaprifts too, 
as is evident from that which Mr Stephens 
Cite's as one of the DoCtrines owned by the 


{1 
ſe 
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-Offion (theſe 1 adde not for their eminency 


30 ſeperate Congregations in their confeſ- 
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inbering concupiſcence , and whoſo will 
conſider who they are, what kind of Perſons, 
will ſee they are men of notable narurall, 
and improved parts: and fo ſee notable ev1- 
dence to this truth, ignornace in the Do&- 
rine of Originall fin, or indwelling luſt, like 
a thick cloud lying on the minds of men of 
ſuch naturall and improved abilities, that 
yve may rationally ſuppoſe, 1f any could, 
theſe had been the men vvho vvyould have 
difcovered it: and ſeeing they have nor, yve 
may by a warrant from a logicall argumen- 
ration conclude 2 fortior4 others cannot, no 
will ever be able, for ſome of theſe have 
been men (1 will not {ay of the higheſt na 
turall and improved parts poſlible ; bur 1 
may, and will ſay of the higheſt probable; 
and yet they have not attained a right dif 
covery of this Sin, of this myſtery of ini 
quity:Thefe men ſpeak of it in ſuch a man 
neras evidenceth they never, either 

7, Felr the ſtrength and power of Sin as4 
King reigning in their mortall bodies, Rex 
6. Nar | 170 
- 2. Hadobſerved the wiſedome and Po 
kcy ofthis old man, which muſt be cruct 
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The Naturall mav'eBlindnifſe. 23 
ill 3- Had known the obligatory vertue.of 3+ =? 
ns, {| this Law of our members, - Nor » + \;-! Y 
all.) 4. Had ſeen the forge, where the evil, 4 
vi-I and (infull imaginations of thoughts -were 
&-|| framed and wrought of. OE 
ike Now it there be after {o long tampertns 
off with it, ſo little harmony. and concent in 
tary theDodarine of theſe men with the DoErine 
of the Scriptures, and rhe experience of re- 
xveſ generate ſanctified foules concerning} this 
;vel] {in: we may very juſtly. conclude they know 
en-| ot withall cheir skill ro ſet. their doctrines 
1orf 1n tune with the Scriptures, nor make a ſpi- 
vel rituall , Scripturall diſcovery. of this ſ1nne: ' 
na4 Þut paſſe we on to anorher ſort of natural 
'r 8} improved men, who if reaſon could have 
lle.} reached this, would have bidden faire far it, 
1:4 Theſe are 593 2 { 
niJ 4-The Schoole-men whoſe notions, though s 
anJ {omerime very ſublime , and daring,as if | 
they would preſently diſcover the very 
154 height ofall chat is knowable,yet in this ve= 4. School- - 
m4 7 point,as in many others,are very jejune; —— 
-{ andempty, very uvcertaine, and in many — | 
od things unſound,eſpecially thoſe among chem* 
cid who have. proceeded upon that unſound 
--4 foundation of pare nataralls, and thence 
x Rated our fall and ſinfull ſtate. to be rhe 
6 C4 _  remey 


24 The Natirull man's Blindnefir, | 
reduRtion of us toour pure naturals, thy d; 
letting looſe of: the: reines to a high mer- 
led courſer, which was: before .curbed and 
not the laming, and ſpoiling ofa ſound one, 
or as the ſtripping off a man's clothes, lea- 
vins him naked who before was cloathed;ſj cr 
This way. Bellarmine, and the Papiſts: (who it 
have gone a' ſtep farther rhen the bounds} a! 
preſcribed by the Councill of Trent) havef tt 

hemn, generally gone. And ſure on this it wasff 0! 
Jac.com, that Recentes,ut Occam, & multi alit nomen| al 
| de Peccat. retinent Peccati-Orioinalts , rem extenuant: || t| 
Orig.p. .This extenuating of this ſin, was in that} la 
1 — * they denyedir to be an evill repugnant to | »; 
J I65 FT the:-Law of God, Nec culpameſſe,nec Perdn fn 
- 2 as:Lombard2.4dift.30.c.5.Scotm in 4.iſt.14.. | d: 

g- 1.art. 1, bojdly averre's that which will} c 

inferre neceſſarily ( if what he affirmes I c. 
werea truth) that this originall ſinne is but. || S, 
rhe-gnilt of Adams firſt rranſgrefliion; ſo | 5 
Bil, Darandis, and others; farther when | as 
youſhall find many of them «as Huge V:&#o- | 1, 
rints, Thomas 2.4. diſt. 28. art. 4. Biel.2.4ift. {ſo 
. 28: and Bonaventere 2. diff. 28.66. Aﬀert 
water: preparing it ſefe fur grace aud profeſſedly 
teaching that a man may EX nature viribus 4 
ove God. above all, ani do bis commandments, | 
Quoad ſubſtantiam aCtits: is not —_—_ ; 
_— . JJ gence»: 
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2 dence that they did not underſtand how 
2-j corrupt our natures were ? How weake 
adJ and unable to Good ? - How full of enmity 
e,f to God ? I feare not to averre it, Thar 
a-J man knoweth not the finfulneſſe of his na- 
df ture, that dares ſay a man may by the 
10 ſtrength of nature love, quoad ſbſtantiam 
ds aft5,Czod aboveall; He underſtand's not 
vef that his naturall mind is enmity to the law _. 
as] of God,who fayeth he can love God above 
x | all by the power of nature, nor knoweth he 
t: | that his carnall mind is not ſubje& to the 
tf} law of God, who dares fay he can v:ribue 
0 || nature obey the Law of God. He hath 
x || not a right knowledg of Originall ſin, who 
{.. | dares affirme either oftheſe-- And Dr Whi- 
Il'Y faker in that 'peice d- Peccato orvgin. l. 2. a 
s | c.4. 3gainit Thom. Stapleton who affirmes Cajetan, } 
t | Scholafticos . tribuere humane nature vires SCOtuS, 3 
0 
n 
i 
f 
p 
S 


> if #ntegras ad diligendum deum ſuper onnia Saunas 2 


ad farienda precepta Dei ſecundum ſubſtan- rellarmine 

tiam aftunum. And addins farther that cited by Dr 

ſome other of the Schoolmen taught prepa-Whirsker] 

> Bration-m effe in homine ante gratiam,C hmins - thal, 2. 
| faciency quod w7 ſe eft non deeſſe Gratiam paſ-"' 

Ffeth this cenſure on both jointly ©cd nun- 

quam dicerent,” originalem nature deprava- 

Yo ationem inzelligerent. Put 1 leave theſe 
"pp Sager men 
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26 The Natwall mans Blindneſies | 
men and next come to an other ſort of men$&1{; 
who though greatly improved, yet have noghtr 
rightly under'{tood this fin; They are ſuchSna1 
Who | "21 | kn 

5. Some - 5 Have pleaded an exemption: for ſomgtg 
” pleadanex from the common calamity of mankind rofith 
*  emption of be borne into the world full of fin, and Rai hl, 
2be Virgin ned with Originall corruption; though thefje 
Mary from 
Original rcatelt part by farre, nay though all ex-J of 
| Sin, cept one be tainted with this fin, yet one atiÞhc 
b Bellerm, Je —_—_— this 1s the Virgin Mary)mult need ji! 
| amifl. grz, Þ© exempted from this common Jot,of whole at 
1.4.c.15. Conception and birth with this freedome 
26, & 17-from Originall fin, a zealons:Dominica 
will by no means heare, and a Franciſcan 1 
F {to him) little lefſe then an Heretick for af- 
Chant firming it, in this difference of judgment 
Joc. com, It. 15evident that the Franciſcans: (and they 
de Virgineare not few,nor yet contempuble for their 
1,4..14. parts,or learning) groſlely erre in.chis Do 
ctrine,and yet a whole councill viz. that a 
Baſile 14.31 give their approbation to this 
error,Seffion the 36. And ſince that the 
Jugling Concell of Trent hath thought it fi 
to leave it inderermined, as in their Appens 
dix,ro the fifth ſeſtion of that Council. 'Sg 
that now either theſe muſt be accounted 
men not. learned, nor of naturall parts; at 
; ENG. 
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EenSlſe that they did not underſtand this Do= 
ooftrine,which is that we affirme of the beſt 
ch&aturall man, or elſe if learned,and ſuch as 
knew but did not own it, bur choſe rather 
to diſſemble it, their practice condemne's 
Srhem; and every one who ſhall fo diſlem- 
ble,proveth thar'he bath not a right know- 

F ledge of that or other divine truth, if ir be 

of {ſuch import and concernment as this is: : 
 atFhe doth not. know the truth of Chriſtand _. 4 
ci the Doctrine of the Goſpell aright,who is 

oleff aſhamed of either Chriſt or the Goſpell. 

mg 6, 1 mightaddeandenlarge on rhis,that 6, The beff 
any the belt parts, and greateſt learning of the parts and 

1 14 Papall world , did bewray their ignorance Efarmng 
114f of this important truth, when they did pur-7 _ 1 
1t,y poſely contrive the decree concerning Ori- ja 1his par= 
eyy ginall ſinne, ſo,rhar, it might be free for any ticulgr, 
Sth man to think what he would: concernins it,as 

off Anadradius,a man well acquainted with the 

aty Councill, doth very ingeniouſly confeſſe 

1s] concerning the Fathers, and Divines of the 

ne Councilt of Trent, as Chemnitins doth re- 

port in his Examen Concilis Trident: ad [cfſ: 

$. de Pecc: Origin: Nor will 1 purſue the 
diſcovery of this Councill's miſtake of the 
remainders of contupiſcenceafter Baptiſme, 


g which would be a full proofe that uy 
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did not rightly apprehend and underſtang 
this luſt the Apoitle here ſpeaketh of 
Neither is this ro be (though we coulc 
7. Where wiſh it might be ) conficed within the 
the word i: bounds, eicher of the heathen world, orf 
- >a the Papall apoſtate Church, and that it wereff © 


mongff ws Ot true, ( which, yer it is, and we lamen 


many are the certainty of it, ) that among us where 

fgnorent.of the word of God is permitied to cvery one, 

wistruth, ſo that every one may enguire into the 
eruth, by direction from the word, among 
us, where the word and Law of God is ſoF 
plainly preached, and ſo frequently, yer 
many thoufands amons us do evidently de- F 


clare by their unaffetedneſſe with this ſin- 
full ſtate that chey have no right knowledg 
of it. Are not the greatelt part of menÞ 
ſtupid and ſenſleſſe under a Sermon of Ori- 2 
Sinall ſin? where are cheir affections? how F 
few groane? where is he that cries out withF 
Paul? O wrethed man that Tamesc. AndF” 
can you think theſe know aright the ve 
rear ſinfulneſſe of our nature? if a Souldier” 
ould tell you he had loſt the day to a mor=F 
tall enemy, and yet rejoice.in it, or not be' 
troubled for it, would voeu not conclude heF 
knew not the worth oſ@&itory, the dan-Þ*© 
ger ofa captivity , the miſery of a captive2F © 
you” 
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anGou have as little reaſon to believe our hea- * 
Fers rightly underſtand this fin, while -they _- | 
ulday they do, and are yet merry and jocund 
then the loſſe of their hberry, and under the 
orFaprivity of this fin. 
eref + Then you may ſuppoſe a man rightly 
-neknowes his diſeaſe, when apprehenſion of Ky 
>refthe danger makes him look after a remedy; 
1c, ſand feares under the Canger, and yen 
hefſunder the paine make him earneſlly deſirous 
50 be cured, and recovered; but that man 
{$nows it not, who looketh not out for hea- 
er ſing, who is not affected with it. No more 
».. (are our hearers acquainted with this dan= 
_ Eecous diſcaſe of the ſoule, who if they 
Is ill bear us down 1n1t that they know it, 
n $<c conteſle co us ar leaſt by their ſecurity 
jo and deadnefle, ifnot in words, that they ; 
ar PLC not grieued or troubled at it..Theſe are 4 
hi another ſorr, the beſt of our hearers, as to = 
gÞaturcall parts, and higheſt Improved by 
Education remaining, Carnal! and unrege- 
Y, nerate are not afiected, becauſe not trul 
acquainted with this fin; and yer I ſuppoſe 
& {our bearers ordinarily of as good ripe parts 
» $-S any, and as well heiped wich outward ad- 
antaBges. y LEUTNR : 
'Laſdly, in a word or two, the gxperience $.7hveys: 
mo: SG K-45 Ek 7 2308 :Þ 0 
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| witneſſe 20 
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_ of Iniquity. E 
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of Saints, Reall Chriſtians, ſincere, and'we 
improved - Chriſtians, is witneſſe to: thi 
Their experience of the difficulty of fi 
getting a due ſenſe of this ſin: How ma 
convictions, how many ſerious meditations 
How many prayers upon their knees, . tha 
God would diſcover it, and ſhew rhe! 
how vile they are, ere they have gotte 
any meaſure of abiding Knowledge, am 
degree of. ſoule-affefting knowledge of rhy 
fin? How often are che.promiſes pleaded t 
God; wherein he hath promiſed to give hi 
Spirit, and to enlighten? and before thi 
hath been done, no. due and right knoy 
{ledge of this {in hath been gotten : an 
when they have gotten it, how much hay 
they to do to keep up due -apprehenſions « 
this {in? how prone are they to relapſe j 

{leighe thoughts of it? how ſoon and eafil 
do they many times loſe that tenderneſ 
of heart, that melting frame of ſpirit; tha 
mourned over this {infull nature? AY that 
regenerate ſfoule can do, is littie enough: 
keepopen, all that the beſt improved nan 
rall man can do, is not enough to-lay oped 


5 


and diſcloſe this indwelling fin, this toyſtenſ 
Thefe do then make Good the char 
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f, 
:welſrance and unacquaintedneſſe with this in* 
thil dwelling Juſt: and T hope by theſe it ap- 
fir peareth to be a truth. Bur yet for farther 
nanf farisfaction, I propoſed to enquire _ TH 
iong particular they never did, or ever could : 
tha SG of chi ſin: and now to that. } C*ral prog 
then 3 The beſt Improved naturall man can- © , THe impro- | 
[tte not diſcover the exceeding great {in- ved naturall man 
am fulneſle,of the habituall frame of bis na- £430! diſcover 
 rhid turall heart: the finfulneſſe of the hearc * Bars y 
d tq diſpoſed | and bent towards unrighte- ofthe aſia 1 
e bi ouſneſſe and fin, the uncleaneneſle. of frame of his ne 
thid this Leproſie, the-loathſomneſle of this tural heart.” 
ow putrifying, wound, this he cannot ſee,; who . 
and ſceth with the belt naturall eye. As for men 
hay without the law, no wonder 1f they undet- 
s < {tand not this ſpreading ſcab to be a Jepro- 
ing ſie, they-hbave not the. Law, , and rule by 
aſily which they might diſcerne it: no wonder 1f 
efſg they paint over the Sepulcher, and neither 
ad ſee the. rottenneſſe, nor ſmell the ſtenchof 
{ that which is within: for they have neither 
eye to ſee,.'nor ſenſe to. diſcerne at. I know 
none can be 'igriorant who have ability. and + 
can, who haye opportunity and do, read,. or 
of bave read, the Partiall and unequall judg- 
ment they-make, of, the fivourable & ſmooy - 
Wrbing-words they give, to hide _—_y The * 
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better and ſofter name of their Genizs mull Hi 


; bethe name of this fin; Their making proj Pl 
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that be was of a Sanguine Complexion? 


»1ſien for the fleſh to fulfill it 1#1he Inſts there T | 
was with them nothing but carare Geniumy ly 
Thoir living in the hezght of fin, was with ta 
them nothing but P:are Genizm vino & flu ef 
ribrs. Anda ſeverer courſe of life was ace} of 
counted a fraud put upon their Genius. Thug fe 
the whole ſinfull frame of the heart paſſe{w 
under the name of Genizs: now it theitf d\ 
Mythologiſts underſtand them,” This Gen:m4ra 
was A ſecret or «ccult prwer, by which wipe 
are moved to eath thing we do. And if your 
enquire what this Power or vertue 1s, ſom 1 
ofthem will tell you it is the Symmetry off G 
the Elements. | 2.cfeck 
- So that in briefe, the ſinfulneſſe of thegtc 
frame or diſpoſition of the -heart of manſ{c« 


with theſe perſons, is no more then an unJd! 
bappy temperature of the Elements, comFlo 


pounding the body, and ſwaying the minqo! 
according to their prevalency. Now whoſ bi 
ever did, or juſtly could apprehend muctC 
ſinfulneſle in this, that our bodies are com 
pounded of the Elements, or that ſuch of 
fuch a temperature doth moſt-prevailes 
whoever thought it an-exceeding great fil 
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q how much blame worthineſſe is therein a 
r0q Phlegmartick Conſtitution? barely as ſuch. 
rc0f 1 know the different tempers do different- 
MJ Iy promote and further fin, do much facilt- 
it rare the workings of this ſin: but this is an 
fl. effet ex accidenti, no dire naturall effet 
ac of this or that conſtitution, bur it is an ef- 
bug fe&t of that fin which dwells in us, and 
[e& which obſerving that the temper of the bo 
ef dy doth ſway us more one way, then other, 
:#itakerh hold of that advantage, and worketh 
»$ powerfully by this conſtitution, tothe hur- 
70 rying of the ſinner on to ſin. In the mean 
mg time, while chey thus put all upon their 
of Genius, and reſolved this into the Symme- 
try of the Elements, they muſt be rhoughe 
the to have had no right knowledge of the ex- 
any ceeding finfulneſſe of their heart.propen- 
unJding, and inclining to ſin: bur 1 dwell roo _ 
long with theſe perſons, who might be men 4 
inq of choiceſt naturall parts, but wanted: the 
rhoſ beſt tmprovement ; being withour the - 
If Church, and ſo without the externall ad- 
Jvantages and helpes, which might height 
Frheir reaſon to a clear and full diſcovRry - 
this: bur did not Beſt improved nagurall 
men within the Church ordinarily, or at . . 
Weaſt might rhey not (by rhe aa : 
: wy Wa D NE Nos | 
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of Reaſon and parts, though they remained 
unregenerate, and naturall men) have come 
0 a tighe of this {infull trame of heart in its 
Sreat infullneſſe? well, view we, and ob- 
ſerve the Phariſees (and conſider what may 
5 judged, and ought ro be anſwered to 
his) choiceit men tor learning and educa- 
ti !n betore Chritt his comming in the fleſh, 
yet they took a view of this linfull frame 
with a falſe glaſſe, which repreſented ſcarce 
the one halte of this body of ſin, and what 
was ſo repreſented was varniſht over with 
colours of their own mixing, that it appea- 
red, nor what it was, but what they would 
have it be: as isevident from their corrupt 
expoſition of the Law, which cur Lord notes 
ard condemnes 1n the 5th. ch.of Matthew 
They ſaw not the {infulnefle of a malitious 
heart, or of a heart ready to boile with 
cauſlefie anger: witneſle their groſle corru- 
ptirg that precept, 20: ſhalr nar kill, either 
{aying it wasa prohibition of murthering 
an lſraglite, or that only murther which 
was pr:pria man. Heare what they 
their Talmud , (45 I findit in. Dr, 

ot's Epiſtl- ro tne Reager of his Hare 
wy ©j the New Teſtament.) A murcherett 

that kills bus tits ekbour with a Stone, | G 
wit 


with Iron, or thruſts him into water or fire, 
cat of which it 15 19poſſ:ble to get ont againe, 
he is gnilty: but if he thruſt him into fire, or 
water, 0::r of which it is poſſ. ble to get out a= 
e4ine;thingh Le are, yet 3s he quit. 1 f be ſets a 
_ toy. ag or a ſerpent cn him, he 5 quit &C. of hike 
ca”ſ rature with this. And now can you ſup- 
ſh; poſe theſe generations of men to know the 
Mey finfulnefſe of a martherous frame of hearr, 
Ice who ſo fouly mittared the exrernall a&, 
hat and acquitted that as no murther, which is 
ith one of the highelt degrees of it? will you 
eas ſay that the man knowes, or believes an 
uid finfulnefle in a bloody revengefull diſpoſi- 
Pty tion? who can fay T hat h: who hireth another 
Le to kill bis neighbour, ur ſends his ſervants, and 
PS they kill him &C. is Grulty as abluog-ſhrader, 
Jus to be puniſhed by the hand cf heaven vnely, nor 
ith by man? yet this was ordinarily a received 
u"4 doctrine amons them, as appeares by whac 
ri -is farther added by Dr. Lightfovt in the 
ng forecited place. Their 'Zxpoſprzorit of che 
relt of the Law are much of the fame Dg- 
ture. Actuall externall uncleannefle, - aid 
defiling their neighbours wife they thought 
7] to be a fin, but never accounted the habare-« 
2: all bent, and propenſion of the heart toxhis, 
"20 be alin, or forbidden in that Laws *Fhey 
WE Da - . —_—_— 
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were not troubled at the thoughts of any: 
{ecret reluctancy to the holy commands of 
God : It was nothing with them to have. 
natures full of 
.{ 1; Unholineſſe,and oppoſition to God's 
| holineſle. 
| 2, : Rebellion , and contradiQion to the 
Law of God . | 
| 3. Diflike, and backwardnefle to every 
* Sood. 
| 4.Proneneſle to,& delight in every evill. 
» $.,folly,and inability ro do that Good: 
{ they ought. 
4 G. Craft, and ſubtilty to conſummate 
4 that evill, which the Law of God forbids, 
Theſe and ſuch like abominations, rivetted 
in our natures, they took no notice of; 
therefore of the Phariſees and Scribes, thoſe 
Improyed naturall men (though within the 
Church) we doubt not to ſay they knew 
not the {1nfulneſle of the babituall frame of 
che heart. The fame muſt be granted of 


oe © » of 


men in ſucceeding latter ages, ler the end- . 


iefſe diſputes maintained by the Orthodoxe | 


againſt' Corrupt teachers, be witneſle to 
this; ' and of lateſt yeares theſe, and ſuch: 
like Poſitions. 4 

That, men are not diſabled to Good, 
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The Naturall man's Blindneſſe: 557 
by tlie fall of Adam; which the x D:ſpa- 
taxts men of parts arid learning aſſerted, and 
owned at the Hagze. And others (much of 
the ſame ſtature for their parts, and- lear- 
ning) have owned the ſame poſition, as'Sc- 


{ cinus Preletft. Theol. c. 4-f. 13. 14. (cited by 


7obn Peltius) where among other paſſages, 

he quoteth this) Nec vis naturalis Libers 
Arbitrit ab eo tempore imminuta fuit. And in 

his ſecond Epiſtle to Dudithins, pag. 18, 19. 
where I read this paſſage. As concerning the \ , 2 
wickedneſſe of men , this 3s all that may be de maliti4 ho: - 
ſaid, that God willcth that man by his aw 1 minum nibil a> 
free will ſhould be noleſſe able to be good (ind — | 
then bad. And here he ſpeaks of the fallen "7 09 _— 
ſtate of men, affirming it in their power jus ;pGus arbi- - 
to be Good, and as eaſily if they will trio non minks 
themſelves, as to be bad, and devolving inprobus quam 
all the goodneſſe of thoſe who are good ®" — a> | 
ina bad world to this, That when thiy could Cavite 8 
have livea Flagitiouſly rather choſe to follow vivere 


_vertwe. And as the Maſter , ſo the -Scholar virtuii fiu- 


ere malue+ 


Valeat. $Smalcius, both in his Racovian Ca- 
runt, Soc, 


tech: c.10. at once denies all the vitiouſneſle , ;," 

-J which we affirme to be in us, proudly aver- Dudith. 

_ ring, there 55 not any ſuch thing peccat originis nullii prov. #: 

 ; 4 Original fin, and that this hath ſus eft. refp.ad. 2 Duet. 
* > - - -#0k 
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nor depraved aur Free will. par in | kie-e 
ſpurazions Franizaus. 2.4:{pac. 
whuch 15 a- PECCAro Ori 74m: CANS 1 IT Come 
went humps & pecca tum confetum, 10 
pag. 60 where by the way he ſeemes to ine 
tirate what be thought to be in us {inftead 
of that Original! fin which we 2Mrme) viz. 


Precivitas (314 4am } ad reccarium. | adde 


Poreft fie. 1, edt, for this Auchar ſuppoleth it to be 


ri, vt i5 923 
2d peccan- 
dum pro 


juch. as ver peiſib:y a man may not actually 
fin, though ke be eolin. 


civis et, Whoever hath ſuch apprebenſions of our 
ramea nen inherent proclivity ton, pach not a fall 


PECC<L. 


perum. 


Becanas cc 
auſe. 6. de F425 before the fall a more moderate incli- 


m5; 8 DAtiOn TO Cyli!; 25 thete, and others WaAO are | 


acquaintance with, nor diſco ery Of the {in- 
fulnefſe of the frame ofthe naturali man's 
heart. Nor any who date, as theie men do, 
aſſert. | 

I. That the will of man i5 not --vitnated 
by the fall- or elſe who dare to contend 

2 Thar what s now a more vehetnent 


Roman Catholicks. 

3- That Concupiicence i not properly 
2a an, or not after Bapriſime, or a yery krrle | 
ſin, as fome in the Schoo! &s, and. many a= 

the Romanifs. 
Now theſe and ſuch like diipures ard ac 
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Fhe Natar ll man's Blindne| 
fertions do plainly beſpeak theſe men unac- 
quaimted with the great {iniuineſfe of a nz- | 
rurall heart, and the univerſail Carholici docent concus Þ 
oppotition which 15 19The Reth pricernam in ;c&u pri. } 
ro the ſpurt: _ yer they are = =onclt peccarnm WA 
men of Sreat Pat s, and gre2 foie er" ; — 
learning, & within _ Church, fe-enbockitix nog for. b 
but Ciicerne not, becavie they Beoighus epuſe 6. de juſtit, | 
are naturali. ths {in, which rhe &crum 
ipirit of God conviecera of, «nd whichis 
not difcerned, ul rhe toule be enlightened 
w:ih more than common Lumnainon. Put 
next 
Lhe beit Improved naturali man 2. T2: 5:# Im- 4 
cannot difeover the fnfuirefie of ou —_— _ : 
the arit, fecrer. ur poirtired, and Cafatve feefie fog. ] 
untormed MOtLL0nS Of ce tag ecrat, of 4 hed ard - 
nature. The tnfuinefſe of tacie x formct pines Þ 
motions ({'whiih by the Schooimen #7 ©*5 4077428 n<rue. 
are called IT:322 7432: WSS Ever GUO- 
vered by a! the light that nature, and 
Ecucation, have at any Lime atfordes 9 
the moit quick £: :iShred of fas © Mprins. 
They never C4 derect the Grfoineſſe of tie 
firk ebulitions. 25d 2nom2lous WOrxngs O07 
thac Lu't "M Wil ci dwei 'S106 US. ” cCed, when 
tins COrTUPL tountaine hath fo [f &rred, Tt 
ſome of tz grotler vapours baye riſen up. 


D4 with 


40 The Naturall man's Blindnefe. 
with a ſtench offenſive to the naturall con-JÞ clc 
ſcience they have diſcovered, and acknow- 
ledged an uncleanueſle in the fountaine, and. 
in theſe groſler eruptions of luſt; If rhe 
irregular paſſions did obtaine from the will: 
an aſſent,or approbation, to ſomewhar that } {« 
was diſſonant to the more ſober , and refi- | tl 
ned precepts of reaſon; and if theſe motions | 1 
were fo farre formed, that either a converi- | 1 
ent opportunity. or an aſſurance of impunt- | r 
ty,would immediately, and with eaſe, mid- } \ 
wife them into the world by an actuall pa- 
tration of that, which Paſſon had ſuggeſted, 
the will had fomented, and Reaſox had dilli- 
ked; then they would perhaps(as many have) 
acknowleds the 'irrregularity of them, and 
be troubled at it though mottly the trouble 
was this 

That convenience of executing did leſſe 
favour their deſires, and you may write on 
the doores of this nurſery 
== Larcat malim, dum tempcra dentur 
: "nn 5 F. Ititie miſtos non habitura metus. 
| Helen But alasall this is farre from a right ſighr 
| - of theſe firſt motions in their ſinfulneſle, 
farre from a ſight of hatred againſt them, 
repentance for rhem , oppoſitton to them, _  ! 
ceſtruction and mortifying of them, and _ 
= cleanſing 1} 


-—_ 


4 cleanſing the heart from them, farre from 
I ſucha ſight as convinced them, that death 
nd | was due for theſe firſt motions, that they de- 
the filed, and rendred beſt actions ſinfull, and © 
m1llif fuch as need pardon, this they have not 
at | ſeen; ] doubt this is too true of theſe men, & 
tt- | the knowledg offin in themotions, and paſ- 
ns | ſions of the mind. 

u- f Thar ifat any. time a word hath droprt from 
1- | them, which ſeemed to condemne the extra- 
I. | vagancy of their thoughts, it is to be referred 


bs Either to 7 hoxghts perfefted,and con- 
, ſented to, Or | 
- To a Rhetoricall eloquence , which 
) 'ſhewed us, how well they could ſpeak, 
1 : not how well they did think. 

| Neither were they the onely men, thus 


perſwaded of the innocency of theſe firſt 
motions of a depraved heart, but alſo that 
generation of men, the ſcribes, and Phart- 
ſees, were ſo perſwaded whoſe traditions 
made the Law of God void, whoſe dictates, 
1 and expoſitions of the law , never did en» 
danger or affright a ſecret luſt with a pro- 
bability of diſcovering it; the ſpeculative 
; Murtherer , the laſcivious wanton fancy , 
7+ never did fall under the laſh of their Ser- 
4}, mons, en thofe command's, which forbid 
F-mureher andAdyltery. | None 
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4?. The Natwrall mais Blenaneſie. | 
; None of their docrines wete ſhuts to this 
eye, that it ſhould not behold; nor checkaÞth 
to the fancy ; that it ſhould not hover a+]. 
bout, or {it hatching this Cockatrice. Itf a 
; was one of the Rabbizes who did bewrayf z: 
B the prevalency of his ſecret ſpeculative un- 
cleanneſſe In that ſpeech,he delighted to conf x 
template bandſcrme women that he might 
praiſe God, faire excuſe for his foul fault, 5 
and I cannot perſwade my charity to miſ-F} 1 
z 
| 


take the man fo muchas to thinke he ſpake 
the whole truth: Beſides this fort of 
men. E- 

* The generality of the Schooſmen making 
to themſelves an inadequare , & uncertaine 
rule, or ſtandard for the meaſuring of (in, 
have allo inevitably entangled themlelycs 
in a great miſtake, and grofle 1gnorance of 
the {infulneſſe of the fir{t morzons of concu-. 
piſcence: For layins aſide rhe Law of God, 
or at kaſt interpreting it according to their 
own apprehenſions, and applying it onely to 
what may voluntarily be done by us, -have 
2t laſt thifted aſide the Law, and ſubfitute& 
weluntariam into its place,  by-which-they 
wil meaſure, and judge of fin, both deter- | 
mining whar 1s ſin, by what is voluntary; and: | 
how great fin is, by how much of volmtari= , 
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d thiYgeſſe there is-in it: Hence ſuch concluſions as 


ECKY 


= oo credit yer we do them no injury in 
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theſe concerning concupiſcerice. 
JE | 


acceacute conſenſu voluntatts , non eſt pecca> Gregor: de 


AMotus appetites circa rem illicitam, non 


tum. 

Ratio non 
£145. | 
Saith\Alexander Alenſis ©. 125. memb. 
7.whoſe ſhort ſight could not lee how httle 
there is in his diftinCtion of dirt and mat- 
re& prokubition,, and that concupifcence ([ 
{ſuppoſe by what he ſaith memb:6. & 7.that 
he takes in theſe firſt morions,as well as con- 
cupiſcence whence they riſe ) is not diretly, 
but indireRly forbidden. t 

If the heart (both frame,and firſt motions 
of it) were not open to the eye of God, and 
1f he were not ſearcher of reines, 1t he either 
could not judge the heart,or elſe would nor: 
I then wou'd begin to think there were 
ſome likelihood ir might ſo be, but hee 
that hath a purpoſe directly to judge, hath 
ſurely given a law direRtly to him, whom 
he will judge; and will not God thus 
judge the ſecrets of the heart? To theſe 
men 

We may adde (and though we doe __ 
ad- 


tenetur reprumere promos mo- jd 
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Lindanus. ding them) Bellarmine, with others amonfen 
Panopl. |. che Papilts, who have nor ſeen the vileneſſ@ha 
4.634... of the firſt motions of a naturall heart;hencgre 1 
3 — op it is thar theſe are accounted by them, T7 by f « 
” | 4. Tappergreifeof a wounded nature, but not the guilifoo, 
in Expl.art of a {inning nature, let Becanus be heard Ca4llſc 
2, Gregor: pj. aocent , mots concupiſcentie rattone " thr 
—_ prevent ntes non eſſe peccata, nec probnbert hochno 
Becanus o- Precepto, Non cc ncupiſces,ſed folum conſenſum 
puſculo He ſpeake's itas the Doctrine of the Papiſts, 
ſextode and not as his own private opinion Decent 
Juſtitis 0 Cacholics cc. fairh be and well he might 
ÞErame when he ſeeth the Trevr Conncell own this, 
both ir: cheir fifth ſeſſion de Pecc: origin: and 
in their /xth ſeſſion de juſtific: & de bonss ope-| 
ribus. And the reſt of this ſociety are (no 
doubt) of the ſame mind, they have very} 
charitable thoughts of the innocency of 
theſe firſt rnotions, but we cannot fo judge; 
and yet will hope, we have the mind of the 
Lord. | 
Theſe are pregnant inſtances of the igno- 
rance of great Scholars in this point of grea - 
teſt concernment , but they are Forreigne,” 
I wiſh we had nb domeſtick, examples: bur * 
indeed how many among us either plead * 
with argument, orathrme by practice,thar # 
they judge the firſt Motions of concupiſ-Þf 
: CEnce: 


it 
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10nfence to be innocent ? and who are they ? 
neſf&har kind of men? I miſtake much,if they 
encgre not uſually, the men of great parts, and 
Thaf conſiderable improvement by learning 
11800, who perſwade themſelves, and others 
Ca4lſo that nothing is a ſin, or a great ſin, buc 
aemfhat is exphcitly voluntary. They are 
oltly the wiſe men of the world {whom 
41$ood paſſeth by whule he chooſerh the feoliſh, 
{tsÞ Cor. 1:27.) who will lodge, reteine,and 
entÞelight in thefe thoughts of vanity notwith- 
hrfltanding convincing demonſtrations of the 
s, Þnfulneſſe of ſuch thoughts, In a word the 
df} © (1. Seldome and ſuperticiall confeflion 


y 


I” 


e-| ofthis in moſt, 
10 2. Little degree of contrition,and for- 
y row of heart, 


- contrite for this 
4. Frequent,and renewed relapſesinto 
almoſt habicuail inſenſibleneſle 
of rhis, which che 
Regenerate oblerve in themſelyes( though 
they have all externall advantages to helpe 


1 
of | Difficulty of keeping the heart 
C 


x Jchem, with ſavingGrace and internall helpes 

| Jalſo) do undeniably confirme, thar it isim- 

, Jpoſlible for beſt improved naturall parts to #4 
-Þcaine this ſight of rhe ſinfulneſſe of firlt 6 


kof1ions. | 3-AS 
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3 Beft im- 3. As their knowleds reacheth not tofj. 

proved na- ſyfficient diſcovery of theſe two, ſo neith(s\ 

4A can beſt improved naturall parts diſcoygb9 

cover ths the policie,and wiſedome:the deceitfulneſſy*** 

guile of and curſed guile,of this fin, the ſuperlativj 

8þj fin, craft ofthis luſt runneth in veines that I Þ* 
roo deep for any natural! eye to diſcove® 
It's policy and wiſedome cannot be diſc 
vered by any that is not wiſe, and exercifeſſ. 
in counter-workins to its wiſedome, as 7 
laying, and carrying en a plot at cheſle 
or a {iratageme in warre, none can difcc c 
ver the handſome contrivance of it, but one 
who 1s well skilled in them, fo it.1s here 
none but he which is weil skilled ( by ex 
crciſe of that wiſedome which is froma 
bove, )and this skill is only gotten by a con- 
itant, and wiſe exerciſe of it againlt this 
{1n,and its wifedome, /none bur ſuch a one) 
can diſcover this part of it's nature. 

We obſerve that he, who ſhall be abl 
to diſcerne the policy in which a wiſe man 
acteth,and carryeth on Ins deſignes,muſt be 
either equal, or at leaſt not very much ins 

_ ferior to him, in wiſedome: a foole, or any 
one over matched in politicks,can never find 
out the ri$ht key , nor read the characters 
mn which he writes who very much outgo 
eth hun, | "Thu 


- to This is the caſe before us,the naturall man 
irh&s wiſe to doe evill, very ſubrile, and politick 
-ov48o frame miſchiefe, but he hath no underc- 
eff{ſtanding ro doe goud; he1s of weak intelle= 
1riy_ ctuals, indeed a very foole as to any good to 
© }Jbe done; he 1s ever contriving , promoting, 
and pertecting evill,and dorh it craitily; bur 
{col be cannor diſcerne this craft, tor he cannot 
-iſe{ either prucently deſigne, or propoſe,or pro- 
mote, or perfect rhat which 1s good. 
fel | Sin rules, and reignes by waies of profoun- 
ſcol} eſt policy, over the hearts of naturall men, 
þ and they perceive not the myſtery of its go= 
yernment ; In this fin you ſhall obſerve the 
wiſedome of one who plodds and contrives 
the framing ofa lie, or falſehood into a ſee- 
4 ming truth, chat a Judge may not find it our, 
this} Who jates a lie cloſely: & cunningly together 
as afalſe witneſſe doth, whence it hath one 
name in the Hebr: mp7 from TRAIT cogi- 
bleſ £avit machinatis eſt whenc TORN TY the or- 
dinarie name of a forger of a lie, to the pre- 
bel Judice of truth, and juſtice , as the learned 
- nal . 7 <4 Buxtorfe obſeryerh in his Lexic. Rabbin. 
in TED). It is a plotting evill as 27 
is rendred in Pſal.37.,12, It is wile, as one 
4 Who undermines, and circumvents by frau- 
$. dulent waies,(it is 11M 2/-10.7.)as under 
” pretence 
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pretence of friendſhip Lam. 1.19. as 1ſr * K'7 
was deceived by his lovers, or as a mani} © 
deceived by his neighbour, Prov. 26. 19] ©* 


Albeit the regenerate ſoule make theſ he 
crafty Gibeonites Hewers of wood, and dran js 
0 


ers of water for the [pirituall temple, and i 
ſervice, yet they {ill reteine the Policy, and tl 
wily diſpoſition of G+beonites, as ready, and 
ſubcile to deceive after, as before they were 
ſubjugared to the Law of the Spirit of life. 
This Gn 1s wiſe, as one who feducerh witl 
the craft of an harlot, or the ſubtlety of: 
crafty diſputer there 1s gp6n:4a 7hs aug © 
Rom. 8. 7. there are Ayia! & dieroziopt 
2Cor.10.4. Mark, 7.21. | 
It deceiveth, with baits there is Nagzgque 
Ths omvuuias Fames 1.14. and there are G- 
Sure 7x5 aneThs, Eph. 4.22, which I doubt 
not is an Hebraiſme much the ſame with 
that of fer. 7.9. ſetting forth the ſuperla- 
tive fraud of this {in, by reaſon of which the 
heart is unſearchable to any but the Lord: 
briefely whuleſt that little good which ſur- 
Vives our fall is as a negligent, remiſle, and* 
careleſſe, raw ſouldier,this indwelling luſt is 
as an old experienced commander, reſolute, 
and vigilant alſo in carrying on what he; 
hath politiquely contrived. Now look 
ver 
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T The Naturall man's Blinantfſe. 49 . 
a ver the life of a man wiſe in his generation,&C 
conſider what he thinks of that the Apoſtle 
roll calls wiſd:me cf the fleſh, &rwhether he appre- 
1ef4 bends there can be any great finſulneſs in ir, 
v4 whiteſt he judgerh it a deſirable & high parr 
/ 4 of perfection; 1o that part of this wiſdome of 
and the fleſh, which is ſubſervier to his covetouſ- 
1nd nefſe, and provides ſatisfaction for that luſt, 
ere 15 accounted by him a very good quali- 
fication, an excellent ability to improve 
ich bis eſtate: though Ephraim be a merchant, h 
Wf off 77 whoſe hanas are the ballances of decett , yet Hof. 12-7. 
pI he ſees 20 iniquity in it, ncr will he believe it ts 
any, That fleſhly wiſedome which is ſubſer- 4 
' } vientto Revenge, and(infull,recurning evill | 
for evill, and doing this ſecxudum artem too, 
may nor ( with the natural man's good 
2b] {cave ) be judged by us, and he will never 
14 Judge it, a ſin , and culpable; but it,muſt be 
1a-4 accounted, and called a good, and excellent 
he firneſſe to live in an injurious world , a ne- 
| ceſſary requiſite to ſecure, and protect our. 
ſelves: that devilliſh wiſedome which ſub- | 
nd ferverh to Ambition, ( proudin it's aimes, 
: | and inſatiable in it's acquiſitions, )is reckon- 
Jed by ſuch men an excellency , fitting them 
he for noble employments, ro mannage the at- 
aires of great States, and to raiſe their fa- 
lilies ; but it neyer was truly ſtated by any 
=—_ HH - + a 
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orher then the holy Law of God , and a refth, 
newed heart : None other but ſuch a ruler 
and ſuch a hand applying it, ever diſcover 

ed the ſinfull crookedneſle, and perverſneſlg at 
of this wiſedome.Other inſtances I forbearell ne 
ſince you may make a judgement of the reſt] ol 
by theſe, andI will not inſiſt on the parti ye 
culars in which much of this wiſdome is ſeenf at 
to a ſpirituall eye , as it 1s crafty M 

I To pur falfe Gloſſes on that Good whick 
it oppoſeth, to hinder it leſt ir ſhould bl © 
done, and on evill , to promote, and faciliy cl 
tate it, that it may be done, though the Lawff n 
torbid it. { 

2 Ifir cannot quite binder , then it wilff £ 
oppoſe one good with another, to the over 
turning and marring of both : it will juſtle 
out one duty with another : or, 

3 Vigoroully carry on the deſigne of one 
luit by a faint offer to reſiſt , and prevent it 
by a contrary : enraging luſt by ſeeming tc 
intend the chainins of it up , and cunningly 
awakening it's {trength , by an attempt to 
Ccurbe it : or. 

4 Improving luſts intereſſe by a crafty res 
ceding at one time, or inone caſe, thar it 
may with more certainty,&vigour obtainat 
another time,or in other caſes; yeelding raj 
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 reſthe loſſe of a penny, that it may get advan. 
ulq rage of gaining a pound, Or 
very 5. Enlarging its kingdome over men by g, 
eld aſeemins rationall uniformity, and even- 
ares neffe in all it's delignes,and aftings; thereby 
ret obteining a more uncontrolled authority 0- 
rt yer them, and fortiſying this againſt what 
ect attempts may be made to ſhake 1ts govern- 
ment . 
ucl} Theſe are the methods {though bur feyy 
bg of thoſe many)which conrinue,and improve 
1 che kingdome of fin bur are not difcerned, 
awy nor can be diſcerned, by the ſinner how well 
| foever improved in his naturall parts; Again 
VU tourthly | 
ery Belt naturall improved parts never did or A. 
tle can diſcover the ſtrength,and power, of this Naturalt 3 
{inne the unregenerate,(though as excellent parts can _ 
for naturals as Pal was,& as well improved 77 a- 
as he, yet) cannot make a diſcovery of the wa _— 
ſtrength of this body of fin, ofthe power of 114 power ® 
it,fwayins toſin, and carrying him captive, of 1þk fin. 4 
| and dereining him captive ro his ſinfull paſſi- 
ons,and huſts. It muſt be granted indeed, A 
that ſuch a one may find out, and eaſily de- - 
monſtrate a very high degree of ſtrength; 
4 and powerin all naturall inclinations: So 
0g great a ſtrength, that none can conquer,or 
—_ EK 3- © -m_ 


chanse it but by deſtroying the ſubject offchc 
it,or chanseing 1t in it's being. You mayſthi 
moulder a clod to duſt, or grind a ſtone toffro 
ſmalleſt ſands , you may ſcatter it into thg. 
ayre, and force it upward, but in the mea ry 
time you have not , nor can you turne the 
ſtreame ofits affection, nor alter the natu 
rall inclination,of the leaſt of thoſe ſands, or 
dulls that they ſhoud not propend, & haſten 
to their reſt , you may deſtroy the greateſt 
quantity of fire you ever ſaw bur you can 
not alter the leait ſparke of it,that it ſhoulc 

not fly upward. 
$o invincibly ſtrong are naturall affect 
ors; and ſuch like ſtrength naturall light 
may now (for it tormerly hath) diſcover, in 
the paſſions of men, in whom they are {ſc 
itrong that they cannor be diſpoſleſſed offfy 
rheir hold, though they may be reduced toſfe, 
{ome moderate exerciſe of their power :{{z, 
upon which diſcovery many very excellent}, 
diſcourſes have been raiſed by ſome of theſe}; 
men,many Aral Treat [es of the Riſe, Na-ll;, 
ture, Manner of working, ſtrength, &c-.ſ; 
which are, in the various paſſions, of men, 
vet all theſe are farre ſhort of a full enarra- 
tion of the ſinfull ſtrength which is in theſe 
Paſſiens (to uſe their common language) ins! 
| _— theſe, 


 offcheſe /»ſts to uſe the Scripture words mor is 
Nay[this ſpoken without book: for this is evident 
e toffrom 
Wa 1, Their Boaſts of a conqueſt, and Vico- 
ealtry over their luſts while they are ſervantsto 
themoſt, or all of them, the beſt of our Mo- 
WJrall Philoſophers being ſuch who lived in a 
-OBfſervitude to thoſe Paſſions, which,they boa- 
tenſted were ſubjugated to their Reaſon; this is 
clIthe caſe of our carnall profeſſours, generally 
inJthey boaſt of a conqueſt over thoſe ſinnes, 
uldwhich are not yet broken in their ſtrength, 
| bat onely abated a little in their violence; 
tas in all our looſe, and prophane livers upon 
their civillizing, and growing lefle notort- 
ous in ſinne . But that man hath not know- 
ledge of his enemies power that triumphs 
of upon repelling ſome few of his ſtragling, 
LOFextravagant parties: Thy Juſt ir may be 
” *Fbroke out , and diſturbed the more ſober 
ng Morall part of the neighbourhood, and now 
1eF thou haſt repelled them, and taught them 
4-Fto keep cloſer in, but yer their ſtrength re- 
Mmaines intire: And canit thou upon this rea- 
1-0 ſonably ſuppoſe thou haſt crved the utmoſt 
"power of them ? h 
2 It isevident our carnall improved men 


E 3 | this 


. ; b WEE: as x ond Woe ao 6 ne Y” _ 0 6-% ; _ : rea bY ORR TI 
Leith” mY F b of eh > - Of *— ; OR # oy 4s WEIVF + % 9Y . : ” - 
IS SETS... - 7 br : , * , .v : 
s , 4 7 Af Sd Ss - TR S "IM 
Naturallman's Blindneſſe. | 
I 3 


2.4 bavenot full, and ſufficient knowledge of 
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this mighry power of mdwellins Juſt 
from thoſe ſleight, contempruous thoughts 
they have of the ſtrength of this ſing rheyfſ Y' 
are bold,and confident that they can ſooneſ} W 
ſubdue it, that they may be in this expedi4j 4! 
tion a Ceſar and at once, view and conquerly. 15 
them ;, Did that commander ever truly knowf © 
theſtrensth of his enemy who contemnedJ © 
and ileighred his match? who made nothingj © 
in his thoughts of ſuch an enemy who wi h 
make nothing of him in the encounter? Ang] © 
can the naturall improved man, who is eye 
ry way inferiour to, and overmatched by 
his luſts , who is worſted (with eaſe) in the 
encounter, .with a ſingle luſt, yet ileight: 
the combined force of all his luſts, can he be 
thought to know the power, and ftrengt! 
of them ? Yet 

3. The direRions to helpes , and means 
for ſubduing theſe paſſions which beſt ic: 
proved naturall men have given, the Auxi 
liaries they adviſe us to, the armour they 
prepare for us,in this warre, beeing ſo exce 
dingly diſproportioned, and unſuitable to 
the nature ofthe enemy,and his {trength,do | 
evidently declare their unacquaintedneſſ 
with his ſtrength. | 
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Can ſtrong holds be battered down with 
# anemprty ſound, or with Por-Guns ? can 
yi you hope he knowes his enemies ſtrength 
,nef who is perſwaded to venture his thouſands 
di againlt rhe enemies ten thouſands? yer ſuch 
ze 15 this miſtake of the naturall man concer- 
ning the ſtrong holds of fin, which he at- 
tempts to reduce by weake, morall dire&tt- 
ons, which at beſt do but better diſcipline 
his naturall luſts, no way deſtroy their pow- 
er, | 

4. The manageing & ordering that power 
which they have gotten together againſt 
this enemy is farther witneſle to this, they 
employ their ſtrength chiefely ( I might ſay 
z& onely ) againſt the impetuous violence' of 
their Paſſions, and againſt the extravagant 
erupttons of them (to the view of men,) 
leaving the main ſtrengrhof luſt unarraqued, 
they ſet not on the reforming of the hearc 
firlt, and the deſtroying the methodicall, 
ON part of this ſin, Together 
wit 

5- Their preſumptions that they have 5. 
ſtrength enough in themſelves to conquer 
tat laſt, though it ſhould be long ere they 
effect it. He loſeth ground&: — every 
1 day, yet hopes to conquer at laſt, and he 
—_ " BS © might 
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might ſo, 
to undertake for him, but that he hath not, 


- 


, if he had helpe from anothe 


neither ſeeke's it; Now the caſe ſtanding off 


Who fees not that the naturall man hoy 
ever improved knowe's not the ſtrength 0 
indwelling fin? 

View farther and conſider in the worke 


of mortification , how ſadly our teachenſj 


who are carnall (though excellently impro 

ved ) have miſtaken in their docrines, our 
Hearers in their apprehenſions, and bot! 
hearers and teachers in their praCtice, and 
exerciſe of mortification. It is very hard 
to perſwade.them there is more ſtrength 1 

this ſin then in a habir,or cuſtome; they*l be: 
lieve that an unhappyer imitation of wha 
was worſt bath twiſted a cord which ſtrong: 


ly fetters them , but they ſee not, nor conli-Þ 


der, they were borne captives, and the 
chaines are ſtrong as naturall affefions, and 
inclinations. The moſt of qur carnall Hea- 
rers,will yenture,ſo deſperately,upon giving 
their naturall luſts adyantage againſt them: 
delves that we cinot but coclude: That their 
Running on many,dangerous,& ſtrong, 

temptations | 
PRI and gwaking (even ſleeping) 

. luſts 


- 
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Caſting] 
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Caſting away their armes,as faith, love, 
feare, the Word &c. 

Refuſing that aid which is offered to 
them1n the Goſpell 

| Praying ſeldome, faintly, curſorily a- 


Sainlt this fin 

Neglecing to watch over each other 
nenl- | &c. 

rog Are Ifay, (and you cannot bur ſay they 
OutB are) evidences clearer then can be excepted 
otiFagainſt , that they ſee not the ſtrength of 
and this 

arcy [in adverſary, which warres a- 


Sainlt our ſoule, 1 Per. 2.11. 
Trumphing conquerour, which leads 
ha | us captive, Rom. 7.23. | 
8 


15S » RulingLord, to whom weyeeld our 
Mt ſelves ſervants, Rom. 6. 17. 

-he Law of our members which we obey, 
nd * © Rom-.7.23. 

An King which rules in our mortall body, 


1g \ Kom.6.12., 

n-| Ina word, He onely knowes what hisene- 
1ry my can do, and the utmoſt ſtrength of tum, 
SE who enters the liſts, who declares an irre- 
J concileable warre againſt his enemy, who 
J reſolyeth to be victorious in the utter ruine 
4 ot his enemy: Now this the natural man 
_; never 
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never doth, he neyer fo encquatreth with 


{inne. + 
Ochers may heare of Carthag's ſtrengtt 


Or as a man who ſwimmes with the {treame 
may guefle ar it's ſtrength, but he knowe 
it who ſwimmes againſt it: fo here the bell 

natural! man with all his improvements re 
fiit's,and oppoſerh this fin bur very little,and 

. therefore cannot know much of its trengtl 

for this is a fruit ofan experienced ſoule 

that isexerciſed in warring againſt his fleſh- 

ly !uit, whileſt Sampſon ilepr bound in the 

twiſts of his own haire he knew not that 
ſtrength, which he found im them when he 

was awakened: ſecure naturall men are thus 
1Snorant of ſin's ſtrength. 

 $.The beſt 5 The beſt improved naturall man with all 
- m_— the helpes you can ſuppoſe (except the law, 
_— or divine revelation) never did, or ever 
diſcover the Will be able ro diſcover the firſt Riſe, ori- 
| firftriſe0- ginall, and ſpring of that luſt, which doth 
þ riginaltand dell in the naturall man, and reigneth 
I {ny 'f over him. Iwill not enquire how long the: 
-—— *_ Men before the floud (who lived without 
the Church,” and were not among thoſe! 


it was Rome that beſt, and fullyeſt knew it; ai 


led 
ſu 
th 


that were accounted the ſons-of God , and 


who called en his name) might reteine ſome 


broke 
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WitSroken traditions concerning . the fall of 
$4dam: nor will I now conſider, how long 
SUlthe degenerating ſons of Cham might re- 
V \lÞraine ſome confuſed , traditionall know- 
amgledge of this: ſure 1t was not long, but in 
WeY ſucceeding ages,it was quite forgotten, and 
dellf the beſt improvements of the heathen, who 
Fwvere ard viyy, could never recover it. 
Search their Archives, analize their pro- 
foundeſt diſquiſitions, revolve their naturall 
A Theologiſts, obſerve whether they ever 
x came neer the diſcovery oi this fin, in its 
firſt ſpring and fountaine. The Queſtion 
ande malum? puzzelled all the Philoſophers, 
F and though ſome of them enquired onely 
the originall of the evill of ſuffering, and 
affliction, (which is more eaſily found out 
then the evill of fin, and whence it ſprings) 
yet were at a loſſe: Maxim Tyrins the 
Platonick Philoſopher in his 25 ſerm: thus 
enquires,n t af wor mat x yericer; which 
he principally ſtates (as appeares by what 
he there ſaith) in reference to the eyills we 
fufſer, which he calls Jp6wuy xv Nady Hl e- 
UN xov % cutyxacs ff xv Pu. In diſcourſing of 
eF which he much miſtaketh, though of an ea- 
F lier diſcovery then the originall of morall 
"FF evill, Afe4us (and you mult note theſe 
nn oo ſpeak 
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ſpeake of affections which need to be reanF.5. 
fied and moderated by vertue) ſunt 2 natwÞll| 
| 74, was the opinion of Plato, Ariſtotle, andr. 
' Lipf.mas their followers: and they generally con wh 
nuduR.2d cluded Pertxrbationes ſeu aff. us a natur (p41 
Koic.Phil. Jari, ad virtutem efſe ntiles. 147 
_— The beſt and ſobereſt wits among them" 
 afteralong and ſucceſſeleſſe enquiry, haveſ0! 
prudently defiited from farther enquiry! 
reſolving to content themlielves, that rhq$5! 
cauſe of all evill in man was to be ſoughtÞ® 

onely in man; though how to find out 

which was the firſt cauſe of the inordinate 

. paſlions ofthe mind they knew not particu: 

larly, and diſtintly, but a confuſed, and 

.Senerall notion they had, that 'it was from 

man himſelfe: How little did the an: 

chees underitand of this? whoſe irrationall 

abſurd conceptions of this tell us they infi- 

nite!y miſtook the truth. It was a foule mi- 

{take of the Pe/agians too, which they for- 

merly, and others of late have fancied tou= 

ching the irruption of ſin' into: the world.' 
That which cruciated Auguſtin: ſo. muchF 

Lunniam Deus fecit omnia hec, bonus bonag 

majus quidem,  ſummum bonum minord! 
fecit boua, ſed tamen > -creans; & crearti 

bona ſunt ownia;. unde malym? conſell. 1. 7. 

C:S> 
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eaF.5. S. 2. which: place he beſtowes on the 
zatxÞiſputes, which were ordinary in this mar-' 
anger, concluding nothing there; but elſe 
conyhere he concludes, Nor erat exitus, quere- 
uram eſtuans, unde malum? que illa turmenta 
ſparturicntis cordis mei? qui gemitus? Deas 
empnens! 1. 7. conf. c. 7. $.1. This I ſay which 
avdlo troubled him, was undiſcoyered to them 
irySvichout the Church, rhey could not, andit 
che$s much undiſcerned by naturall men with- 
gh@Þn the Church, becauſe they will not ſee the 
outruth : ſo when Pelagians might have | 
atg{known the originall of fin from Row. 5. 12. coma. 
ey choſe rather to corrupt the texr (as usLoc, de 
hemnit. obſerves )) and ſo hath P:ghizes de- peccat.orig; 
lined from the truth in this point, as who P-22 3+b. 68 
111 may obſerve in his controverſy de Pec- fol. = 
at : origin: paſſims meg 
And the Papiſts know not, or elſe they 
7ould profeſle it, ſure: (for right knowledge 
df ſuch a truth, ina councell, and gathered 
<{or ſuch an end as a councell ſhould-be, 
Frould have engaged them to own the truth, 
-þ$nd openly declareir. 

What ever they think of it, T know that 
4-09, and our Lord Jeſus,(who will be ours, 
a&Þnd their Judge) will account ſuch know- 

age to be no knowlegse. In a word, the 
_—_ : Endleſſe 
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Endlefſe diſputes of men who enquire a0 
' to this beyond what is neceſſary, and in thiſo 
enquiry loſe what knowledge they ſeemeſpiz 
to have had, and grow either ſceptickes, oth 
hereticks, are full proofe that they canng}tÞ 
with beſt improved naturall parts diſcovegV* 
the ſpring and fountaine of thar ſinfulneſſſof 
” 6. Thebeft Which is 1n our nature. But if 
& mproved 6. Laſtly (though I might adde more P! 
; zaturallmen the beſt improved naturall man never di 
3 _ never or ever conld he diſcoyer the deſert , 
diſcover the ,. : | 
| fnfullframe this ſinfull frame of his heart, it was $# 
 ofbeartin thing they never could perſwade themſelv 
- 88 dſerts,' to believe that ſuch a puniſhment might bg 
juitly inflited on them ſo ſoone as ever rhet< 
were borne into the world: Indeed on thei © 
- principles it was impoſhible they ſhoulſ 11 
® diſcover this for they acknowledged not thi 
: {infulnefſe of nature , or eife that this wal ?? 
not great , and therefore no obligation uf Þ 


b:-, puniſhment , or bur to a ſmall puniſhment $ 
: * It is an unquaſtioned part of Juſtice to prof 
portion the penalty to the crime, and tru : 

' 


bk = ſtate of it,zt iz parves leviora in MANS ors ll 

” Juftitiz 02 zpplicia irrogentar + $0 that they wh 
| mp accounted rhis \ Foal fault could not thinl4 
cuique tri- 1© Worthy of ſo fore a puniſhment as wiſh 
buere, Know it delervyeth: if you ſhould hear-a Phigjt 
| loſophe| 
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re Foſopher reading a lecture of the innocency: 
n thjof man, of the blameleſle, (though weake) 
-meſHate of an infant, and it ſhould be told him, 
5s, that yer, there were who held this opinion 
nngſ{that ſuch might be juſtly condemned jor e- 
ovegver,and caſt into that place of miſery where 
neſſfoffenders ſuffer for their offences, he would 
£d:{pute the caſe and denie the juſtice of the 
ore proceedings. Thus doe very many within 
 digthe Church, view the Schoolmens determi- 
gnation, that infants ſput cat of Heaven lie 
as $ under the Puniſhment of leſſe,nat [en/e,that they 
lvl ovely miſſe of the enjuyment of Goa,but fall net 
rt b£,1.der a pumiſoment of Paine, and Griefe, a de- 
thefſtermination which favour much of a neſct. 
he ence and ignorance ot the deſert of indwel- 
zulf ling luſt:on the fame genera ll miſtake doe 
th) | Both Socinians, Remonftrants,and Anabap- 
wal 7:ſts deny thar any are, or juſtly way be pu- 
1 tf 1{hed for that fin we call originall fin,orin- 
ent Senite luſt which dwell's in us: hence they 
Iroff load the orthodoxe with many repreachfadll. 
exclamations of cruelty ,andinjuſtice,and brand 
the truth with unheard of harſpn:ſſe, with in-: 
obo credible ſeverity and Agamantine mercil:ſneſſe 
nl41@»f} poore innocents , ſuch like charges we 
wehknow are laid upon the teachers of the Loct- 
brine, rouching the demerir ofour finſull na- 
- ture 
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Ne? it is n0 a wonder® or whe judge bycl tly 
iſtaken nature of the cauſe, adderr 
ir apprehenſions of rhe merit of rhe cauſ < 
do as widely erre in their aligning the puff 
niſhment due toit. But we who are taught] 
by the Law, and enlightned by the ſpirit of 
God, ſo that we can ſee, and do know that 
we are all tranſgreſlors of that Covenant, 
which promiſed life to perfe & ebedicnce, threat: 
ned death to the firſt ſin (which is ours, and 
brought death into the world) thar we art 
children of wrath, Eph. 2.3. Under the curſe 
having ot m——d in all things written it 
the Law to dve them,Gal.3.10. that in Ads 1 
we all died, 1Cor. 15.22.that we are borne ſol 
that *xxlcfſe we be new Saws cannot enter i 
FE to the kingdome of Heaven, we who are inſtru-YE 
I Foh.z. 3, ted by the ſpirit in ſuch truths, as theſe 
: which are confeſtedly above the reach of thei 
beſt naturall eye, Go ſee thar deſert of hell, 
and erernall ſeparation from the preſence of 
God, which 1s due to this finfull nature of 
ours: though others do nor diſcover it nor 
will believe it: we ſee thar by reaſon of thish 
Laſt our life is ſull of fin and our perſonn 
(iromche wombe) obnoxious to che wrathsF 


of God. 
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_ Rom. 7. v. 7. latter part. | 


and} For T had not knowne Luft, except the Law 
are had ſaid, Thea ſhalt not Covet. | 
Ir ſe 

' foro Now come to the Fourth 
mi) RN Biz Gencrall propcſed,viza ratio” 


i \ A ; 
\\ fl call account of this rurh - 
29 However proud ſelic-admi- 
=&*>} rins men do thinke that 


we Wiſedome is with them ,, And 
uch perfe& wiſdome too, that a matter of 
Juch import and weight, as this, cannot be 
Þid from them; yer certainly ifthey wilt Eo 
nfider,and duely weigh, what reaſon ſug- «i 
or Þeſtech,in ſuch like caſes,) they will ſee,that ; 
usÞs rrath affirmes they cannot,ſo reaſon ſhews 4 Genexallg,- 
"5's why they cannot diſcover this Sin. For , #fpwuad- 
Ubg-Fooke what reaſon ſuggeſteth, a.cauſe of, 3:0 *. 
Ffficulry , or impoſſibility hindering us in uu of” 
» We cnquiry, and ſearch, atter the full diſco\thi zruih, + 
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66 The Naturall mas's Blindneſve: 

very of what we do but imperfectly, and obyge 

ſcurely know in things of another natureſhj; 

The fame, ( proportionably applyed to thig..c 

buſineſſe in hand, ) will evidently manifeſſf, 

the Difficalty of Getting any conſiderable meajgg 

ſure, and the impoſſibility of attainiag any fulke|, 

and perfeft kyowl:dge of this ſinne , by the belkre 

improved Naturall man in the world ; Andyh 

this 1 hope to make Good to you : lf 

: 1 Becauſe in that enquiry which the nap, 

- Reg{.1.Be- turall man. maketh into ſin in the Gener: 

| cauſe aN4* 11 in that enquiry he maketh into this it 
” pur all man 

Wnites aſe particular, he proceedeth ro make the diſcogy 

3 of acrooked VV by 4-Diltorted, and Crooked Index, am 

* Rule. Rule , mdeed there is both a diſtorted ant 

3 crooked faculty which judgeth,and a crook 

ed rule by which 1t judgeth : The Reaſor 

or judgement ofa naturall man is perverted; 

'by {inne ; So the Scripture which is the trutl} ;, 

of God, and ſpeaketh ouely truth, aſſures up , 

one while that naturall men are 4 crocked aſh 

perverſe generation, Phil. 3. 15. of reprobatifg, 

t 

v 

of 


tt; 


ind, Rom. 2.28. And ſreward in their paths 
Prov.2..x5. that They have no undcr ſt anaing 
Pſal. 74.2. no rectified underſtanding 
feeke, apprehend and judge of the thingsd 
God, and to walke with bim : but a perveq + 
ted underfianding ( which -turneth oy : > 


— 


2 "rhe Natur all man's Blindueſſe., 6) © 

d obygde ) they all have as is intimated in the <A 

LUrchird verſe. | 

 y-Otherwhile the Scripture faith they are 

neſkf, froward heart , Prov. 11.0: 20.wiſe and F 

mratry in their Councels, but yet theſe Coun- I99WpYy 7 

{4 itels are {till troward , Fob 5.v. 13. and they | 

 Delfre(to a manjofa perverſe heart, Prov.12.8, I"WP 

Andyhoſe conceptions and difpuces are perverſe = /2>): 
— fllo, they are myaeore:at /nevurwirus AN 29 my3 7 

- Nad-o'moy nay pv 1 Tim. 6.5, There is a crook- 

Falednefſe and obliquiry in the underſtanding 

15 !Þf this naturall man , which ( not the Scrip- 

{COtures onely , but ) reaſon it ſelfe alſo confir- 

» Ameth to us, and complaineth of; both which ,. , .. 
anGare with admirable, yet Anigmaticall inge- Ca 

OMmity expreſled * by a beautifull woman , (it- | 

005mg within , or by the Gate , at which we enter 

Tednro this life , who deceiveth with a faire ſhew, 

-ULE 22d ber name ws  ATun . | Sol 

SUP Andry wat iv 1 marr; 2920 mus FAGAN , IN 

her band a Cup, in which the drinke, radvy 

43 " ayrae ( as my Author recites it ) and of 

« , i this Tarr mala oe UP FACLFOV FT: of? FTA 

g.whence it is (faith the Author ) that they 

19's uw * A3z01ay x + mayer or mmoned apgr The: 

MOR” A 5am ur dfeiraurt 70jt hy 1 and os hos 

To bis we Tha) mein. But why do T pur 

ML: you to the txouble of gheſling ac the truth 

, DH =. from 
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F 69 The Natural man's Blindneſe) 
- * M:x.Ty- from Riddles , when * others ſpeake plaine 
: Flus Serm, 1a>eTop dptiv Aboy Ani dt deans er” 
| 34: Sazs um! Lace repre, 77 newer ame 
pziy, Tt 1s no eaſie thing to find out truth Jfe 
the ſouie of man is in danger to mifſe it byJ0? 
it's over readineſſe ro judge or doubr off # 
that it apprehends ; like a warprt or ſhaker ad 
|, beame in & ballance , never gives an exadJe 
| * Pecca- difference of weights, ſoreaſon*ciiturbed o 
| tum pei- diftorred by fin. Humanum eſt errare,neſcirg* 
| eurbatlo /,þ; isa teitimony we need not be aſhamed] 4 
| Tationis at- «- ; pa 
” queordinis 012 2 Pulpit , though we firſt learn't it ina 
| Yid.Ec. Pj- Grammar Schole. Indeed the many errourgÞ'” 
{-cum Mi- of the belt Philoſophers in many pain caſes; 
| rand. de the many Aflertions of the * uncertainty of 
_ —— ﬀ things{whence it came to paſle rhar ſome 
undoubred truths were cenſured for the 
Bold aeterminations of raſh men. ) Theſe [ 
ſay are prooie, that rhe molt indulgent Fa 
thers, and {trenuous Patrons of Nature's a-£ © 
biliry,did fee and confeſſe an uncertainty at}* 
leait, or a perverſneſſe and crookedneſle in 
the mind of man, Now if there be ſuchan 
obiiquiy'in the mind ,, 1t cannot be, thar x 
fhouid rightly and tully diſcover this fn, for 
a crooked and oblique thing can never 
fully diſcovered by that which is crooked; 
and this ftands on this bottome, RET, Y 
- nacx} 
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"PIadex ſai & obliqui. The mind then of a na- 
Je \Jturall man beſt improued, molt refined, and 
th IreRified , remaining {t1]] in greareſt part vi- 
byJtiated and corrupted with fuch a pravity 
- off can be at beſt bur a parriall, weake, and in- 
-enJadequate diſcerner of the vitiouſneiſe and 
a&Jevill of this ſinne. 
lo Every finne 1s 'a:/2 an unrighteouſ- 
-;xAneſle , and every naturall man's mind is N-'7 
1eC AF or he is "Al2z; & unrighteovineſle , 
naIdoth not unvaile unrighteouſneſſe : every 
arg}{1n 15 *Avcwa an irrecularity, and every na- 
es; tural man is Av; without a pertect ruie, 
 offj|and he is called "Ao; in reipect to that 
medpart in him which is capable of, and fubje& 
-hefjeo a Law , which 1s either ſolely the Ratio- 
. fyoall part, or principally at leait; che ſentvall 
:a-$ 4nd brutiſh being under a Law by CONCOM- 
a-france or affinity to the rationail. The rario- 
ary nall directiy , immediately , and per /e : The 
1 ſenſitive indireR! Y, remorely , & per accidens 
| The beſt improved "A-: «© cannot poſt: bly 
© be a ſufficient judge of that which is 'A-0:2/2, 
J becauſe both are irr egular; you ever loſt 
4 your labour, and miſſed finding the obliqui- 
1 ty of that line which you meaſured by a 
Ft pomed line, indeed 1f your meaſuring line 
> ſomewhat {traiter then your meaſured 
IR ling 


» 


570 The Niturall man's Blindnefie 
line you may find out ſomewhat of its crooffet 
kedneſs but not all,you may find a degreeqſ4i! 
obliquity more in the one then in the ow! 
cher | | 
' Bur not juſtly how much more: as yo tÞ 
cannot find out jultly the capacity of an un] ?7 
known veſlell by meaſuring it with a leſlq 79 
veſlell, once to be filled, whence you'l ſoot 
ſee that the unknown conteines more, by 
you remain uncertaine how much more, i # 
ſome tl 

Naturall improved men walking by a ſtrai 0 
ter line then the looſe andviler ſort of them 1 
bringing theſe men to be tryed by theif | 
better & {traiter life have found a crooked 
neſle and deflection from recitude,but hay Tt 
not found how great this defleCtion 1s. 
Scipio, j 

A Cato or a Druſus Germanicus parallel 1 
ling themſelves with a laſcivious Poet, witfj | 
an incontinent Clodius can ſee there is mud | 

of this ſin,indeed much more of the fruit « 

this ſin (but they cannot ſee abſolutely 0! 
C. Fabritii certainly how much more) in theſe perſon, 
cormnents then in themſelyes. ws 
3 —_— The examples of ſome eminent amo 
#4: Cicer, them for gratitude & temperance may c6n6 
| "Pargd,n, vince and ſhame others ungrateſull anding*- 
1 EE... 
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2 Y The Naturall mays Blindneſſe. 7x | 
crooftemperate men, but ſuch examples cannot 
reegfdiſcloſe all the ingratrirude & intemperance 
he of which lyeth in ſuch breaſts, 
The Piery, and religious obſervance of p,1 Max- 
You the Deities in ſuch as Zacins Albans who im:l.1.c.1, 
un preferred his Conntrey Gods and their Prieſts | 
leſſg to his own wife and Childrer. 
ſood Or ina Metelirs who forbad the conſarl to 
buf goe ozt of the Citty towards Africa betire he 
, {4 had ſacrificed and ſo began his journey with 
the good leave of the Gods, &c, The Piery 
raj of ſuch men being made the ftandard to 
en} meaſure ſome others who contemned all re- 
hed ligion did find out ſome whar, (but not how 
ed} much) of Atheiſme and irreligion was in 
avs theſe men. 
S Ina word the Scribes, and Phariſces/who 
fate in Moſes chaire and thought ir eaſier 
ef ſo to do then to walke in Voles his Law) 
ith judging the life ofa Publican or harlor by 
< the-ſtritneſſe of a Pharifaicall holyneſle, | 
f ſoon ſaw much wantins in thete perſons, 
of and ſo judged them finners with a witneſle, J 
5 but they could neither declare how great 
ſinners they were, nor could they detect 
their own inherent wickednefſe , becauſe 
their judgment perverted already could not 
4: givea right ſentence; as anuncertaine bal- 
_*_—_ "B44 7 ms 
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7: The Naturall man's BlinQnifie | * 
Jace into which you caſt different weight} > 
may ſhew there is a difference,the one lighhor 
ter then the other but cannot ſhew howinf 
much difference , how much one is lightcþec 
then the cther: $o here it 
he beit improved unceritanding whilgn ! 
natuzail onely is an uneven ballance, intqra] 
which calt you the natural} hearc and life ag' 
one end and the law ar the other. It wilyi 
diſcover a want of weight i the heart ann 
life bui becaute it knowes not exactly howþr 
Much the law outweigheth them there canqur 
not be a certaine diſcovery what and howfſu 
Sreat want of weight there 1s in ſuch a heargpr 
and {ife let this then ſtand, the fir{t demon 
ſration, ReFrmeſt index ſui & vbliquiwhat 
ever is not perfectly itrait cannot be a 
perfect meaſure to find out the obliquity of 
that which is crooked, but now the beit im- 
proved naturall man is not ſtrait, nay he 1 
very crooked, ( his unſanctified improve=- 
ments make him more perverſe, and croo-ſfe 
ked )and the nat urall heart is (by it's ſinful-h 
neſſe) diſtorted, which ſhould be meaſured 
thereiore I doubt not to conclude, this per- 
verted underſtanding cannot diſcerne tullyy 
the finfulneſle ofa peryeried heart. A 


& | The Natnrall may's Blinaneſſe. 75 
erght 2, The beſt improved naturall man can- ., Reaſon, 
Tighpot atraine a right and full diſcovery of the beras/ethere 
hogfinfulneſſe of his nature, or carnall hear; # 746 ſpi> 
Iitchecaulſe this finfulneſſe conſilts much of arm rv 
 Tpiricuall wickedneſſe and the natucall many, 0 
vhilgn his higheſt improvement remaines car- 
Intqrall and fenſuall. 
te ay' There is indeed a ſpiriruall deformity or 
 Wiyickedneſle in every fin, though not equally 
angn every fin,ſome ſins are more ſenſuall, and 
10Wwþrutiſh as rior, in uſe of meats, and drinkes: 
-anguncleanneſle in the abuſe of our bodies,and 
1owguch like fins which are committed by us 
artprincipally with the parts, and appetite 
onvhich in us is common with the bruit beaſts 
athcalled by Hi recles far day los rv lar 
e afleneſſe of thiſe who ire whelly immerſed in 
Oi attcr. | 
m-# Other ſins proceed from more ſublima- 
isIKed affeRtions, and thoſe which, are refined 
e-fffrom the drofſe,and lees of matter and fenſe; 
0-ffas beins immediately from rhe rationail foul 
{-Swichour the intervenrion ot bodily organs 
d ffas Arbeifme,Idolatry.&c. 
= The fir{t irregu.ar paſſiorsof the minds 
4 which are not onely fpiricu4il wickecneſſe 
A becauſe originally iprinoins fron rhe mind 
2 which 1s a ſpirit, buc allo beccule contrary 
| [0 


74 The Nathrall mans Blindneſic: | * 
to a holy ſpirituall law , for ſo the Apoltf, 
ſpeakes of the Law, that it 2s ſpirituall anhnc 
it ſin be a tranſgreſſion of this law ther,, 
muſt needs be ſomewhat of ſpirituall wich, 
edneſle in every particular fin, were it needC9 
| full ro confirme this it might be tully conf1 
{y med from. hi 
; Sin's contrariety toaLawgiver who is a ipirite 
and commands ſpirituall obedience to every 
command,and alſo in every act of obediencqgzi 
as allo trom ti 

Sin's affecting, or inherins in a ſpiritual 
ſubſtance as in the prime, immediate andjr 
proper ſubje& of it which is the rational] y 
ſoule. x 

This then is certaine that there is a big} þ 
degree of ſpirituall wickedneſle in the framt 
of our carnall hearts, now a naturall mag { 
higheſt improved in his parts can never bq | 
more or better then Naturall or Carnall uy | 
tis Apprehenſon, and judgment of things | 
his underſtandins proceed's in a carnall 
manner) is indeed, as now weakned by finne 
proportioned onely to a low, ſenſuall, and 
carnall objec, orifit lift up it ſelfe towards 
what 1s ſpirttuall it is not in a ſpirituall man- 
ner, view and conſider we'l the Notions 
which Reaſon (left to it ſelfe) hath framedP' 
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poſ fa Deity its Being, Attributes, Providence, 
ind Happineſſe, Religions worſhip of the De- 
het ty both as to things it ſelfe and manner of ir, 
Wichr,rure world and 1ſt judgment with the 
needConſequences of it,&c.how have, 
onfif Theſe ſpirituall objects been debaſed in 
. {the apprehenſions of theſe men,and preſen- 
Itred to us in either abſurd, or (at beſt) in a 
verſmanner fuited to our ſenſes ? a ſufficient. 
encadiſcovery of the carnall and fenſuall facul- 
ties of a {infull mind. 
tual Had we no other evidence to prove this, 
anditwere enough, and more then enough, 
all which we have from their Poers cor: icerning 
{the juft puniſhments of ſoutes for fin, which 
gl beings ſpirituall ſubſtances, and convicted 
und and condemned for ſpiritual offences (as 
nal finnes are)ſhould be ſuppoſe puniſhed with 
q ſpirituall puniſhments by char judge who 
f is a ſpirit, but will you heare whac the Fu- 
854 niſhments are ? How deſcribed ? 


all 
ne Primss in faucibus Orci =_ mY 
nil Tuftras & ultrices poſrcere cabilia rure. 


Pallenteſque havitant murbi, triſiiſque ſe- 
" melt, = 


56 The Naturall man's Blindu:ſſe 
And another Poet who is beholding t( 5s 
the charity of ſome one or two that woull 8 
report him a Chriſtian converted fron op 
Heatheniſh ignorance (though there be more Dir 
charity in their good wiſhes then there ig. 
of truth in rheir ſtory, ) This Poet as otherg|, 
became vaine in his imagination of future 
judgment,and is right onely in this Generall 
that the judge Exequat damnum meritts 1 of 
the particulars how vaine and carnal!! "M 


Auta ferarum 
Cogit vincla pats, truculentos ingerit Hr 
fir 
Predoneſque laprs; fallaces vulpibus ad- 
alt, Cc. 


The beſt improved natural] man then, 1s 
very carnall in his judgment and apprehen-, 
flon; therefore not able to judge of, or find 
out, that ſpiritual] wickedneſſe which 1s in 
it ſelfe; and this I botrome on theſe two un- 
doubred truths. 

Aenſura F menſuratum ſunt ejuſdem Ge- 
m:r:5 Extenſions mult be meaſured by Ex-,, 
tenſion elſe you will never find them our. 
Likewiſe 
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rhe Naturall man's Blindneſie. 57 © 3 
Senſe muſt be tryed by ſenſe, and reaſon 


7/0 


'S "$:nnor be judged bur by reaſon. 
5 ; Mn 
Ga Spirituall's whether iz gencre Bonr as faith, 


"7 b ope, love, repentance; all the graces of the 
__ .Jpirit,or whether iz Gencre malias unbeliete, 
her $E!paire &c. which are contrary to grace 
ref? be diſcerned by none but a ſpirituall fa- 
wy ulry tor | 
| Inter objeftum & organnm proportio ſit opor- 
et which is the other undoubred maxime 
dn which this ſecond demonſtration 1s 
rounded : Now the evill to be diſcerned 
$sa ſ{pirituall obze&, che belt organ, a Na- 
$-ral improved man can poſlibly uſe to diſ- 
erne it.is Carnall, and Senſuall and as there 
no proportion between this obiect, and 
his organ, ſo there will be as little propor- 
. ion between the reall true nature oi the 
'SÞobie& and this Judgwent which is made | 
1 Jof it. 
df nn one word as we know certainly that 
1 Fthe nacurall man doth eaſily tind our,ftrong- 
= Fly convince himſelfe, (ro an ingenuon ac- 
{knowledgment and deep reſentment)of that 
=qIpart in this ſin which is proportioned to his 
-Japprehenſions ſo we know he cannot find | 
*:qJout the orher (which is the greater) part of 
_FÞr being ſv much above his apprehenſions. 
'1 Thirdly 


Zn 


EE DS The Nanwall man's BlinduefelT 
o =_” Thirdly, the beſt improved naturall ma ul 
E The beſt Without a divine reyelation , can make a 
” 3mproved Covery no farther then the light of his re 
| naterall Ceiyed maximes diffuſe themſelves, as a maff 
- mana of quickeſt fight cannot fee ar any time be 
| maker as bs alles . 
| further dif- yond that ſpace which 1s enlightned ; : a 
- over then though many times he doth not lee to th q 
> zhelight of utmoſt bound of it, yet he never ſees beyonP? 
E bis reccived jr, though many times, be fall ſhort and bi®” 
> fightisover-run by the longer race whi 7h 
: the Sun beame run's, yet it never out-rul Fa 
the ſhorteſt ray of light; bur keeps eve n 
with it, takins up where the Ray firſt withf** 
drawes it's light. = 
So the naturall- man walking in hi , 
ſearch after this ſinfull frame of nature byq- 
light that runs not farre enough to difcovef. 
this whole myſtery of iniquity , muft need 
Sive over his ſearch, and fall fo farre ſhort 6 
the diſcovery,as his light fal's ſhort of peneq** 
trating the darke corners , and receſſes off”? 
this ſinne : Now the greateſt and clearell 
tight with which theſe naturall men enterel 
this profound deep heart, was this,Gmme pet - 


catum eſt contra naturam*. And having light N 


Oc 
: 
n 
[ 


ed up this lamp , they made fome ſhifc td} * 
diſcover ſome little , and indeed it was com © 
paratively bur little to what lay hidden,rhey 4 
_ _ coulg | 
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$uld tell us that Bonum was ſecundiam nat” 
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1 dif” , Senec. Epiſt. 118. and elſe-where 0- 
is r{$£7S could tell os, Bonn eft quednaturg ef : 
maÞ/olnrum, Cicer. ae finib. ciring Diogen. Ba- #g, ſome of © 
e beſo. And Laertins r Ajavoy 70 75a 00 nad the Schook- © 
anþ9 aoyi4s . Hence indeed it followes, that men Pecca- 2 
) rhnce contraricrum contr aria eff ratio, Malum,,. =—_ -_ 
70n wſt be, quid Prater vel contra NAFUTEM. coSrecedes > 
hilly 70 x9cy x Tg av717 BY . Now let us take re ab eo, 
h;þÞp this darke Lanthorne , and fee how farre quod eft _ 
18Þis could likely guide them in this enquiry » ſecunduna» © 
vel ſay it could guide them but very little in — : 
irþJudging of any , but leſle in judging of this ,,, ga. 9” 
inne; for this Maxime of theirs occaſioned 
Sher miſtakes, as 1s evident. | 
v4. 1 The very early ſpringing of this bitter The' early © 
vefroot was an occaſion of their errour in judg-ſpringing of 1 
{ins of this finne,though they proceed by this ©77uption * 
 4yndoubted maxime , for be it, Pcccatum off oepeney 4 
edcontra naturam ;, yet what is contra naturam mans jgne- ©. 
15 alſo later then nature, and of ſome aiter rance ef ths 
ſeed time , and ſprings up afterward. The fn. 3 
.& Gardner ſowes good ſeed , the weeds ſpring 
Jup afterwards, the Statuary beautifieth the 
4 Statue , woarmes and blemiſhes are the un- 
af welcome birth of injurious time, and rough- 
al er uſage : Diſeaſes are the ruſt of the body, 
anda ruſt is contracted by ſome after ma- 
id ligne influence, In 
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In this manner then, the naturall mi... 
beſt improved, ſeduced, and drew hi bh 
ſelfe into an errour touchins this {inne : | 
lookes to the early budding of natyge ON. 1 
ſerves what the firit truits are: And nin "* 
rhem ſo early , concludes they are nor” @M{, 4, 
bur +7! ev . And ſo rather acquits ther 
as innocent or commends them as lauf. 
dable, then ſuſpects them as czlpable, of, 
condemneth them as guilty . He knowerll. . 
and there is much truth in it, that primnm in of 
quovis gencre eſt maxime conforme producenti 
if Nature then lying open to his view , ani 
obſervation firſt producerh ſuch effects ( ag}; 
we by the Law know to belinne. ) If rhe,F 
vorkings ofthis ſinfull frame be judged thq,. 
firſt fruits of nature , as indeed they are ap4,.. 
prehended , and judged by ſome men , noſ, 
wonder if they conclude them as farre fro 
being contra naturam, and blame worthy inf, 
their moral! conſracratio,as they obſerve they];, 
are before others in their natarall ſpring and g; 
birth. | Is 
This indeed is the mezay 4d 5 of thefj;; 
Naturall belt Improved man,that theſe moti-Þþ 
ons are ſ:cundum naturam(which is true ona 
ly of corrupted nature to which theſe mott-! 
ons are conſonant) theretore not vicious in 
.-. them%4; 
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hiÞ emſelves,nor trom a Vitious fountaine. 
] In one word. this jiight Onncat: tum off 
" "Fortra watzram cCOUd not ditlover what that 
4; Fature is which chus 15 nade che law con- 
Yemnins vice; but it neeced another j1ghr 
he | bo di{coyer thac.viz: the word, and ſpirit of 
1. $-00, by which we know what that nature 
Is ro which fin 15a contrariety , and fo we 
an diſcover by this rule more of its {inful- 
qneſſe, becauſe we know more of the holy- 
" Meiſe of primitive created nature in a con- 
ariety to which it is true that fin Teconda- 
"Frily doth conſilt, (1 fy ſecondarily) for ſin 
"a J's primarily a contrariety tothe holy nature 
» of God,and fo farre as this is copyed out in 
ay us, and remaincs 1n our nature {0 iarre it 1s 
Ti true to lay Pzidcntra naturam, eſt pecca- 
N:4m,but the :rrurh 1s 
A natural! man can no more diſcover the 
2 iced bn of this ſinfull frame by comparing 
git with his notion of nature. then a man can 
Jſcover the great unlikeneſſe of a picture 
{from the firſt patterne of it, by comparing \ 
, [ Jit witha draught of the ſame picture raken 
"dy the copy that is already greatly defa- 
"Fced. - 
"3 Could the naturall man come toa ſight 
_ of that exceilent frame in which our nature 
: G was 


"9 Ol 


ad 
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was firſt modelled, he might probably diffix 


cerne how much we are unhike our ſelveg fo! 
how much contrariety there now ts, to thaþſtc 
holvneſſe which once we had, and ſo hay ga 
much ſ{infuineſſe there.now 1s in us , bur Roc 
cannot do fo, the giafſe tn which he behold le 
this naturall frame 1s full of ſpots,and darkf he 

pieces which hide,and difſemble the greare 
part of thoſe ſpots and blemiſhes which arſ'V 
in us. Eut beſide this miltaken notion of Ng] 1t 
rure,and its firſt viſible actings. 4 
2. There is another -rhing that occaſionſ01 
\ ©r:41211 £101© naturall man's error and renders it imf Cc: 
increaſe of POflible he ſhould diſcover this fin fulhf| 0: 

this fins "That is, the Graduall increaſe, and conſtar 
Brength i growth in the ſoule which keeps even pad h 
apa \- with his improvement in his naturall , ang 0 
| jenorauce Acquiredabilities, | n 
ef it fin, It isafin thar Joſeth not it's ſtrength by e 
its lons continuance ; its vigcur abates na c 
in 0'd age;and this occaſ;ons rhis concluſioqſ” 

that it 15 not contra but ſecnndum natural 

and che naturall man thinks his concluſiogſ t 
rational!, T lee faith he ( 
Al preternaturalls are {till in the wainf}, « 
and loſe as much of their ſtrength as they} i 
ger Of age. ; 


- 


A winter floud is not {afrer a month of 


fi 


— 


rs” '/ 


y dif fix weeks faire weather) like what it was be- 
elves fore, But I tee a faire river increaſeth its 
) thiſtock by running and the ſame beares up a 
hoy gallant ſhip , before it loſerh it ſelfe inthe 
ur Hy ocean, which would hardly beare the ſmal- 
2014 leſt fiſhers boat a mile,or two from its ſpring 
larkf head 
ate} A Glaring Comet ſhines brighter then, 
1 ary Venus, or any of the brighteſt {tarres, but 
Ng it grows dimme and fades quickly ; B:cauſe 
th:[eare not from naturall cauſes working 
1009/orderly and per ſe but are the effects ofa 
nf cauſe that acts per accidens ro the producti- 
1h} on of them. 
tanſ And by this piece of Sophiſtry deceives 
ac himſelfe arguing from the graduall increaſe 
ang of this fins itrength to, a denyall or a dimi- 
nution of it's ſinfulneſſe, and he will not 
entertaine at any hand a thought thar it 
"can be finfull which he apprehends to be na« 
109 curall. 
| Bur it is ſo much the more ſinfull for 
this,as thoſe are greater diſeaſes which in- 
creaſe by their continuance on us, or thoſe 
ng deadlyelt poiſons whoſe violence awakeneth 
& {trengtheneth it ſelfe by irs own working, 
4 This being a truth and unqueſtionably cer- 
q raine that chis fin is ftill on the increaſing 
—_ | hand 


# 
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hand and though che naturall man fees it 
nor as 4 ſ:n,yert he doth ſec it and its growth 
as a Naturall affettion or Paſſion;and the beſt 
oinaturall men that ever lived or boaſted 
Iymſelfe of perfection never did, or could 
diminiſh the ſtrength of chis fin, or do any 
more in order to this, then a rider doth 
breake ,' ard diminiſh the {trengrh of the 
horſe which be intends to man tor his ſer- 
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VICE. 

I know that this {treame did not run, nor 
now doth it run, wwh equall violence, and 
impetuouſneſle in every charinell : but I 
know withall, the calmer {ſtream was ever 
the ceepeſt, and ſtrongeſt to beare a bur- 
then, and hath gradually increaſed: fo it is 
here, ſome naturall mens luſts have been 
violent, and run lke an Eager to the over- 
whelming all that was like tro impede them 
irom fatisfying their luſts: others have made 
lefle noiſe, but their juſts have runne with 
more ſober {trength and borne up the veſle! 
that was laden with a weightier fraughr and 


carried them ſtrongly ro ſeek themlelves,' 
and their own glory. F 

Briefly then the Vataurall man beſt impro-" 
ved takes this for his principle que indies' 


angeſcunt ſunt a natura next obſerves that 


theleq 
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theſe Paſſions do grow daily,& if not in vi- 
olent rage: yet in even ſtrength: and therefore 
paſſes them for the genuine offfpring of 
nature, both lovely and commendable farre 
from that ſinfulneſle which the law affurerh 
us 15 in them. And how ſhould ſuch a one 
ever diſcover the finfulneſſe of chat he ſo 
ſtronsly imagines to. be of no worſe ori- 
Sine then nature, | 

3. Beſide there is a third confideration  5*, p 
evincerh the impoſlibiliry of the Natrral Feria 2 
7a:'s diſcovering the liniulneſſe of this fin, ;afon of the 
Viz: 1t's univerſall extent over all men 'per- naturall 
fwadeF him to an opinion that it is ſccunaren 911 8 igno- Þ 
raturam , if this were in ſome few, not in "© _ 

A» I AS ths errors 

the moſt of men, or if inthe molt yet not 
in all men; perhaps improved reaſon might 
ſuſpe&, and diſcover it's unwarranted 7 
bing, and that this were preternaturall 
and culpable:difeaſes{T ſee)are nor the fame 
in all men, but reaſo and rifibility are, (I 
obſerve alſo that) learmns 1s not equally 
diſpenſed to all , but it 1s nor queltionable 
what all(ro a man) have is to be accounted 
naturall, of ſuch nature are thoſe motions 
and their principles which the Scripture cals 
Luſts of the fleſh; but Philoſophy and a Natu- 
rall man would call Paſſieas of the mind. , 
kf 3/3 | \ 
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296 The Niturall man's Blindnefie! | 
If there were no other vaile upon the eyes 
| of the naturall man, bur this, it would be[®* 
A ro0 thick for him to ſee through it the foul. 
neſſe of this ſin. He knowes too, beſide rhis|!* 
univerſality of ſubje& that there is an uni-| *! 
verſality of time alſo, according to which it 
is evident that it comes neare to a likeneſle 
with naturall cauſes and effects which are 
perpetually the ſame in all times,and ages. |? 
The Sun ever ſhined and warmed in the 
ſame manner it now doth,the nearer acceſle 
to us ever wrought the ſame change-in the 
ſeaſon,8&c. 
Now if in all ages the fame paſlions| 
have appeared in man's nature, how can it b 
be (faith the naturall man) they ſhould be * 
preternaturall or finfull here he ſtumbles, 
fall's, and is not able to riſe and recover 
oY himſelfe. | | the 
pnifiumity 4- To theſe three a fourth thing being 
of its ating added makes yet the third demonſtration 
* Jnallocca- more cleare and diſcoyereth farther the 1m- 
| ſonofthis pofſjbilitie of a diſcovery of thisſin by im-| * 
E — pun proved nature, now this is,the uniformity of thi 
ih actings of this finfull frame of nature, which 
is ſuch, that there 1s no variation at all in its 
a&tings, unleſſe from ſome accidentall cir- 
cumſtances: as ko the maine of its _ | 
chey | 
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they are now, as they have been formerly; 
and they will be (while men are borne the 
ſonnes of Adam) uniforme to rhemſe:ves 
in thoſe men who are in other caſes equail, 
and alike. 

Indeed the temper,ftrength,and health of 
body (in ſome greater, in orhers leſſe,) may 
ſomewhat alicer the viſible part of this fin, or 
perhaps 

Birth, Education, and Company , may 
ſomewhat heighten the unlawſull pro- 
jects, and deſignes of the naturall man, and 
be occaſion to this ſin to attempt greater 
things , & Satan may polſiibly adventure to 
tempt one to a greater wickednefle then 
be will another, and ſo in theſe extrinſeca!l 
conſiderations, there many times 1s a great 
unlikeneſſe,and difformity in mens i1ns: bur 
in thoſe very men which now were fo un- 
like , you ſhall obſerveas great a likcneſſe, - 
if you'l give them the ſame opportunity, the 
ſame meanes &c. and make rhem equall in 
their advantages to execute, as they are in 
their zatzres to contrive. 

And if we could fee the infide of mens 
plots we ſhould ſee it may be the ſame con- 
texture in the 7 Of him that aimes at a 
| Crowne, And- 
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* Eual delight 
 #nthis fan, 
» and it's 4- 
| @ingr.coe. turall mans heart ſo ſ{iniull as rhe Scripture 
beſpeaks it to be, it ſeemeth nor likely that 
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| che materialls different, but 
the mind of each equally 
| bent upon rhem, and alike 
contriving how to get them, 
5. To thele take in that aelight wh re- 
With unwearicly the naturall beit impro- 


L Of him that aims at a pet 
ty Conltable's place onelyf 
the deſis:.e 1s greater, andF' 


ved man providech tor his lutts and fatisfy- 
eth them and you ſhall obſerve how greatly 
this occaſionerh his errour and miltake in 
this enquiry: Thus he argueth,were the na- 


ſo much delight could be raken in ſerving it, 
in all its projets, and deſignes: for what is 
prxternaturall, as 41l Ginne is, muſt be þur. 


thenſome and irkeſome too, and could nor' 
be with pleaſure and delight conitantly' 
followed, though ſometime a more violent 


exerciſe jor a quarter 0i an houre be a de- 
light, and p.eajure to us : yet a longer time 


would make us weary of it, becauſe all vio-! 
lence is againſt nature:if the naturall incli- 
nations of the heart were f{nfjull, and pre- 


ternaturall the man would be weary of che 


purſuic,but unwearizdneſle argues nacural-. 
| nefle |. 
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turalneſſe of the motion to the movent - 
And delight beſpeakes ſuitable facuity and 
obje&;ſo that In this manner the beit impro- 
ved Reaſcy deceives it ſelfe, and by a ::1{- . 
application of a truth , which he underſtan- 
deth not, entangles himſelfe in an impollibi- 
lity of finding out what he enquirerh aiter 
as 1s evident in the particulars mentioned. 
He that ſuppoſech his owne Notion of na- 
ture to be the genuine and adxguate noti- 
on of it, but leaves out a maine part of it, 
and then meaſureth and ju-gech ail ro be 
good which ſuits with that Notion; and that 
only eviii which 1s contrary ro 1t mu:t neccs 
greac'y miitake in his judgement berh of 
Socd and evill. Thus che naturail man 
frames a notion of his owne , and repreſents 
nature but coniiders not its corruption, and 
thereby ca'ls evill good, and juugerh that 
{mall or none , winch is an exceeding great 
linne. | 
A natural! unwiilingneſle char | 


nil! he ſou'd, 4 reaſon. | 
and a (trons refolucton chat he will noc ap- #ecarje be v 
peare in other colours, chen thc f2 he can de- 5 unwilling 3 
licht in , and which te judses!: b-aunifall ; ©2.45P-are 2 
The naturall man is unwling to vale he 
broadin his owne <1: \) es. hich rre fileby,) 4, beaſt, 


I and to be jet forth in his . wae colours: He id glory em, Þ 


hat:th im{clfe, 


a 
r 


go. The Naturall mans Blindneſe, 
hateth the light , Foh. 3. 20. becauſe his na, 
ture, and his workesare indeed , and wil apth,. 
peare in the ligat to be evill He is a crafty, 
and deceitfull cradeſman,who will not ſhew], 
his indifferent, and bad wares , but with the.|, 
advantage ofa darke ſhop.it there be a par-. |, 
celi better then other, he perſwades you to] 
rake che tothe light; he is willing to own the,,|,, 
they will prove enough co his intended ad-, 
vantage : ſo let what ſeems good , and ſuch, | 
as he thinks may approve it ſelfe upon a tri-. 
all, be done by a naturall man, And the; 
neighbourhood ſhall ring of it, he will walke; 
=. abroad in that dreſle, init he admires * him-, 
 Sinnersdate BOD ; 
 onthetr Gng (Ele, and hopes others will do ſo too, for he! 
| 'Exck.2z, Would faine be ns was. Therefore hee'l 
E. $27» itand it out with Preachers, and diſpute 
the conviction, and maintaine while he can, 
with Saul, 1 Sam. 15:20. I have b-yed 
th: commandement of the Lord , my wayes are 
eqzall, as rhe proud ſelte juſtifying few ſaid, } 
Ezc&, 18.25. Naturail men trult they are; s 
righteous, and ſeek this righteouſneſſe in; 


: 
Ft 
themſeives, Lyke 18. 9. they eitabliſh their; 
owne rishteouſneſſe , Row. 10. 3. they will 4þ, 
either find or make roome for boaſting : thezF, 
multicude of Phariſees in our Saviour's time, 'Þ 
andall men before and ſince ( of this ſtamp) | 
| ſervants 
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0X Wrvants to their'luſts, and eſtranged from 


of Þc life of God, all our proud merit mongers: 
*U2fl our ſelfe-charitable, lazy, profeſſours 
wh rho do nor indeed ſo much as others, bur 


ar. [ey thinke as well, for they themſelves are 
hs them, and 1n this cloathing they will appeare 
"Co us (I ſay) the multitude of ſuch perſons, 
0”; hare very evident,and undenyable arguments 
hf the Naturall man's unwillingnefle he 
1d ſhould. and reſolution that he will not ap- 
ny pear (it he can help it) in his right colours : 
Ke; Jand this indeed is both a fruit of fine , and a 
ne mn of it : that though the ſinner 
= oves , and embraceth ir , yet he would not 
1 ſee the thing he loves; He would not court 
'© [that with eye which he adores with his hearr, 
4 He will not part with his finne, for price bet- 
'd' ter then all the world , he will not leave ir 
, | for heaven; and yet he would not for all 
*> Þthe world have a full Gght of ir , though the 
©; Fenjoyment of his ſinne be dearer. to him 
2/Frhen Heaven, rhe ſight of it is unwelcome to 
rh Fhimas hell. A cleare teſtimony of the baſe- 
*Fneſſe both of fin, and of the finner . ' Now 


$ 


*Fcertain'y he will rarher turne'his eye from 


) 


- P$iſcover what be is unwilling to find . £o 


© jperſwaded, that God loves them, accepts of 


7 Pprying after ſinne , then by a farther ſearch - 


that - | 


'9: " The Naturallman's Blindneſſ * 
that could you ſappoſe him able to find out " 
| yer his nnwillingnefſe would hinder hiahb/ 
' that he never ſhouid pur forth that abilinſp a 
to the utmolt , nor make any difcoyery ohm 
ſinne, farther chen his unwillinsneſſe woulgide 
give him | leave; for never did _—Y a 
more of his {ine then he was willing to ſee 
of it, unle{l2 when God brought im ro ſul 
fer in ſome kind or other for his {inne , thenſpt 
he ſeech more of it indeed : bur let hin We 
be quiet, and ſecure from the hand ofÞſo! 
the Almighty, and hee feech no - monaÞC 
then heis willing to ſce of it. Hell her-afterÞ* 
and puniſhment now , will convince a ſinner 
and mak- him looke on nc, and fee ſomewhat 
more then he could defire to ſee in it : burÞs 
1 the caſe b2fore us, in an ordinary enquiryÞy 
after finne , in order rodete&ir, and in or-F 
der to a right knowledge of it ; His fight of ut 
ſinne 15 never greater then his willingneſſerÞe 
Nor will he ever ſee more then he dehires to 
{ee of ic : 1f the ſpirit of rencyation power 
tully chang? the i1nner,and make hima Saint}? 
it will change chis frame of heart, and make 
um earneltly deſirous , and cruly willing toi! 
fee his finne,, and to have a full and cleare | 
ſfghr of it: The ſinner who is enamoured Þ 
with, and eſpouſed to tus {inne, will deale' 


; 


fleets 


TOE) 
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outhell with his Beloved in the ſearch, as >” 
higkha/ did with David, when her tarher ſent 
biliggo apprehend him, 1 Sam, 19. 16,17. when 
ry meſſenger from God in his Word , or pro- 
onkidence is ſent to ſearch tor the beloved luſt 
r ſegfaſinner, then 'tis either ſick, (as one that 
> ſegjeeds not now be teared :t 1s dying ) or if 
 ſuſqhis ſerve not , bur the Jut! nuſt be brought 
thengut, and 10 endangered : then 'tis conveyed 
him Way, 4 and ſecuredirom the ſtroke of the 
n | Ford and rod , Naturall men will deny the 
pode of their ſinne, as Rahab the Spies: And 
Fo 1 ty have a deepe and darke well to hide 
xÞeir luſt in when it is enquired after , as the 
harfooman had ro hide ?.»ach; and Mm aag, 
butÞ Sam. 17.21. and Bread-corne to ſpread 
iryper it, a faire pretence, that, whar(e ſup- 
or-Jole ) is a {infulj lult and workins to {inne, is 
r ofut a neceſſary proviſion tor the life , ard 
Te: elfare of the man. 
to Nor doth .the Scripture onely tell us that 
2r= en are thus ſeife admirers , and unwilling 
nt/Þappeare to themſelves in any cloud which 
ke! ight darken this luſtre : but alſo Reaſon,or 
roſature . Hence the proud boalts of our vain 
re: Þiofophy , Neque eft ullum bonum de quo 
0 p 5s qui 1d habeat h: neſte puſſit gloriari : and Cicer. Daz. 
| higher then rhis, rhey boal of a foute 19% 7: 
el | that 
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Seneca ci« 
| redbyLip- 
favs $toic. 
Phil. L. x . 
dj{.s. 


that truſts to his own good and abilinv 
Animus (uis bonts viribiiſq; fidens, and et! 
where Bonum manſurum=nullum eft wytl 
quod animes ex ſe (ibi invenit Senec.27.EpiliÞ 
Beit improved nature ſeeks after win 
good may be gotten hold on ariſing fray 
its own ſoile,and manuring,for the quier 4 
and fatisfying of its mind, and will: 
heares no other language then char 0 C 
Stoicks were wont to ſpeak in, that the wil fi 
man(and he is that wiſe man for every naw: 
rall man though vaine would be accountaſþs 


this wiſe man)is to be repured 8 


I. a72e35; without paſſion,the ſoft namg1 
which they give toa ſinfull and inordinatys: 
principle of the foule and fo the man mulſſit 
be thought nor diminutively bad, bur per{ 1 
tectly good as Senec, 85. Epiſt: And Zen dy. 
referente Cicerone 1. Academ. 11 

2. 'a 1d,l5; too fo much elevated in huſ/ 
own opinion that he thinks himſelfe infalk] | 
ble in Judging. 

3. *Avzuzy m7 undefſectible in ating, ſo . 
ſteady in his aime,and drawing the bow that|:: 
he never miſſeth the marke and yer this} 
were little unlefſe he were, 

4. *Avrax 5 in the poſſeſſion and enjoy 
ment of himſcite,and ſo equall ro a deiry, # 61 

WI 


ba. 
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Wwho ſo will may ſee if he will bur obſerve 

rhe proud dictates of theſe vaine men and 

$ their ſwelling Paradoxes, gathered togerher 
Epi. by Zzp/-99. Now can it be ſuppoled ratio- L,iggus * 
wing nally probable or poſtible ? that men ſo SroicaPhi- 
fraſtrangely poſſeſſed with an opinion of ſuch lol. l. 3. 
ering high perfections, ſhould eyer be willing to**+ 

gy 0wn,0r able to diſcover, ſuch a redundancy 


| 
; 
| thiand fulneſſe of evill in their nature. Pur 
wild fiichly and laltly , ; 
nat: 5. Therefore the beſt improved Naturall - Reaſen, : 
ntd}man cannot diſcover the finfulneſſe of his 74, bet 4 I 

-| nature becauie this diſcovery muſt be made improved _ } 
ang: by a due reflection of the ſoule on it ſelfe2 atarall 7? 


nat#according to the Law of God, now the na- ®#* c—_ Y 
mufJ*turall man cannot reflect thus duely on his Fn. } 
x4 nature or on the frame of his heart, for ſin cording vo © 
eng. under which the Naturall man is (however the Law of > 
| highly improved) leiſcth on thar part of the G&o& © 
n ki] foule which ſhould reflect thus, and ſiupifies 
all4 it,and ſo impedes it, Not from all kind of 
reflection, and reciprocall obſervation, on it 
o fojoſelfe, bur from ſuch a reflection as might 
that|-produce this knowledg of concupiſcence in 
cthifÞtheApoſtle's ſenſe. 
 Itis true a Naturail man may 'ooke back 
of*-upon his outward aGtions, in particalar , Or 
, Migererall, and diſcover much of the irregula- 
v LOR rity 


" 
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cad 
- Bp 'e 
@< 


ritY of them, he may alto refle&t upon hi l | 
{elite in a froward it of violent paſiion, 'offf 


when his heart hacb bzen arfordered 


tomewhar that oppoſed, chwarted, & reb&p+ 
led againlt his 7c4f.a, though lus oppotirionf 


were more calme and ſedaie: rkvus he may 


refie&, bar he cannot turie his eve 1:nvardÞ 
Jnne 


io as to ſee that ciole enmity, univeriall o 


poſition, and innate diſlike , which his heartf 


beares to eyery fſpirituall good, in whiclt 
conſiits much the truth, and: reaticy of th 


knowledge. 


y 
Q! 


Ve 
3's p 
a-\ 


1: 


3 


Un 1s a cGiſeaſe that ſtronviy affects bothſ® 


the head, and the heart at once, and ſo, (aff 


cl 


ſuch diteaſes uſualiy do ) it depriveth thefs 
{inner ofall ſenſe of his Darger & <icknelſle,|- 
It-1s not feldome compared im Scripture to 
theſe diſeales : It is 4 {pirit of lumber, RomPb0* 
1.8. Iris. a Delirium, er otage, Exek.23* 
5.7. whereby they are continualiy entanf 
eled in the thoughts, and deſires of the ſinneſ 


they love: ſinners are love-ſick , and perpe* 
rualiy meditating on the pleaſant part of 


al, 


« 
10V 
& 
2 


finne, are not able (in this like love-ſickeÞ 
perſons, to note and obterve the faults, an} 
blemiſhes of that rhey are enamoured: with 


thus che under{tanding , and mind axe diff 
bled ro judge arighr. it is a Phrenfiz;l 


c . ag ,*5 
4 L IS 
< on 


TC. -* 5 
maantite 
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dneſſe; 3n them, 'Eccleſ,'g. 3. which cau- 
kth chem to do notlike. men bur fooles, Pf. 
4.8. and Jer. 10.8. like creatures that 
te acted: by ſenſe, andy principleswhich 
fannot reflect on themfelyes. They: have na 
; rart, Hoſ. 4. 11. for ſing which is, ſpiritual 
horedome, takes away the heart, robs the 
,4oner of his underſtandinp, which js a refle- 
i ra They bave no knowledge; P/. 
. £0 lay 2s. there not 4 he's in my right hand, 
ifſe-44 "Nor doth theScripture.only' ſay 
"Vue you ſhall find this verified by hu- 
vh nane teſtimonies rouching the maligne in- 
aouence of fin: ſo che. Poer, ' 119d + Sophoc, 
heli 2: Imbens Artrore ouCer W531 | 
e| BAdgwy Entry NT Rs JaTos ron (1, Tis 
to; * Avis —— beds, © 
king of the iſſue of Gnſull oridet in "hen 
ebereſ him of his wits., Likewiſe 7 »/þ tells 
s Peccatum tft perturbatio rationis,/ and , 
; bathe faith of pleaſure is: true, of « every © a 
po, menewm e (ua ſede & flat demivet>:And * —_ 
eowexer you may doubr the truth of-the 
6 | yetthe morall of itis yery full and to 
urpoſe:, that Bacchas ttrook LED 
* 3 Ce, 
14 - "0 OF NOI OWN" 
ape Lycargus bad contewned him, I or 
H | 


Cic, Parad, 


@ ob 


- 


3 9$ . The Naturdll may's Blindnefit: Þ 
# * Sub 4 the morall is good.4Sin:which is a contempllh 
F- Agr of Cod, blinds the finner, and he having lo; 
* breus, of Bis eyes (can neither ſee the {taines of hyſy 
-- Homer & garment, or the blemiſhes 1n his tace. Ing 
| Scelicho- word you may as loon expect, and: receinfy 
| rus for © 1 {0ber; account trom a madman of" his dx " 
$09 Eratdneſſe, as from the ſinner a good acl. 
Love or, *© I a £000 ACh 
Cupid, © count ofhis ſinfull ſtate. | 
Regſon will tell us, that every fin is th þe 
turning of the mind from the light, either fg 
Reaſon: within us, or from the light of that ſa 
preme/reafen which ts without 185, winch is theflg 
fountaine of-all that -Reaſo which 15 in usifis 
and bet from either, {till we are turn 
from it, and ſo in the darke, and how ſoul; 
darkneſſe diſcover darkneſle? | tai 
It being then certaine and an acknowledg, 
ged truth according td Scripture and rene 
fon a{fs, * That fin hath a very mahgne, ani; 
| ſtrong influence onthe mind, to the ftupify 
yin and blinding it; -ro; the deſtroyang ths 
_ abifiry:(Focherwiſe might have) co bring tg, 
ſelfe: to: tryall and examination” of elelf þ 
Tt atthot be reaſonably Uenied, that an uathp 
repenerate. man who-1s alrogerher; pndghls 
the power of ſin, is alſo under this bile 
and unfitneſſe to be a judse - of -hynfelic ml 
a mare; which willrequire ſuch exaRnell 


$4 Natural mil's Blinaneſſe, e, | Y9 

rs Rrictneſſe as this will; for ir lyeth' _ 
lo a a (as hath been 1 mime red) ſeemeth; Kke 
far which is not -culpable, ſeemeth to 
"AFome neare to that nature, which 1s: not 
cMeneworthy, and ir muſt be a-good eye 
CE hich diſtingwſherh Colours of near like- 
iintfle; a good trait. that. difcerneth- meats 
par ſeeme to bet} elame for ſavour:: Well 
"Yheic ſo, . Reaſon improved to the: Jugheſt, 
q9onor diſcover- this4giu4li Gn without-the 

ſa bw of Goc: but-may got thar- 

JO {:desthe improvement of Education, and 
| Wilkes, lirnirie) hath the Word, -and Law of God, 
np beighten it , though not renewed by the 
ul] Mreic ofSanctification and regeneration, at- 
Ataine to ſome knowledge of this finne? Have 
led br. many learned! men within the wifible 
rehurch, come to great meaſures of knows 
IKdge of this ſfipne'?: Do you thinke that 'all 
UP Sabo have been able co diſpute about 4t.z: to 
Jn: & nd:thetruth, and to overthrow the cot 
S tary errours-, have beeneRegenierate , and 
_ bor Ro and feen-with the eye of Kunt 
K:: Piz/ ; the Grifu'neſſe of: their natpres?-Do 

be wiebeare Sermonsand diſcourſes flatin 

lg is por from men that are ſenſuall ;-an 
2 nall, who live tochat Zxſt, whichin rhe 
eric, in their diſcourſes they condemne? 
on H 2z Therefore 


Fs mn 6 & &o 
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; Sth Gen. Therefore to prevent this objeRion, offi 
rall prope- jon "Ig GCrerine'to it, 1 pl 

oſed. 1egit 'LOJALS e It bY ariwering LO1T, pn 

The diff: poſed a fifth thing, viz: What ts the diff ereMſpr 
rence be- between a learned anreo n rate improved Spot 
| a lar his knowledge of this ſinne ; and the kuts t 
rid epgocafar riewall Faflified ſoul 
generate, 420 of 4 regenerate , ſpirituall ſaxttifi q. 
axd a tear FOrthis:doubt muſt be anſwered, nothgS 
wed unre» Denyins! theſe men to have ary or but lirthf® 
generate knowledge of this finne, 1 thinke I ſhou be/ 
<roog W9w- manifeſtly injure the truth, and be unjuſtig*c 
Wu. GE > had” an - Mk 
their memory , andunthankſull to their W 

bours;:: who have written for the trurhi® 

this patticular, and 1 might eaſily: be colffit 

vinced of a falſehood; /if I ſhould deny rheſ$1 

to be knowing men, ''and well ſtudied 

theſe : Queſtions. Ax fit? uid fr? Quit! 

& z#nde fit, &c. which they are able to app! 

termine /according - to' "truth, and 'defenifſhc 

when-they: have determined it. And: ih 

Ought I'know in this they may go farthaſſ« 

Then Tonie enlightned ſanctified ſoules, : wif 

have notthe helps of ſo-much learning, WÞÞ: 

Juch 'acute judgments: and Inſight - inte 
controverſies. Bur yet for all this there wipe 

vaſt: difference between theſe two know" 

tedges, the one may betterimed, and will olfo 

day: Pear to be an 1gnorant knowledg 

(pardon the expreſlion) a knowledge; ai 


w 
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oryct as good as no knowledge, when the 0- 

pigtier knowledge will appear the onely right, 
refgand true knowledge: and at preſent we may 
Feoblerve a great deale of difference in 
nehſebele, as - PO er YE 
ox: 1 The Knowledge of a regenerate foule T- 
50 W's a ſpiricuall knowledge, that of the bigheſ, - yn k110W> 
lit proved znregenerate man 1s but Rational at on dev | 
oulſ##/*, and ſo they differ zoo genere; there is ſoule is a 
{t(ot, nor can be a more wide difference be- ſpiritual 
r Wbrveen things and things, perſons and per- knowledge. 
th$ons, then that which is thus founded in 
coffyhar is ſpirituall and 1ts oppoſite, and ſuch 
hefſs-the difference in thele two forts of men, 
dine doth ſee the ſpiritual! wickedneſſe of 
),Mbis'fin, the contrariery that is in it to a 
> Wfpirituall Law, to ſpirituall obedience, to 
feilfſthe ſpirituall manner of performing it; 
- Wibe other ſeetch che*unreaſonable wicked- 
hafeſſe of this ſinfull nature, the. contrariety 

ind incongruity of ſuch a. frame of heart 

WI refined Reaſon; Reaſon relis. the man 


;niffthar chere is but one (God, that.heis only to 
de worſhipped: hence he diſcovers how un- 
Abitable to reaſon it 1s to have -more, or 
Worſhip more Gods: the {pirituall 'regene- 
J@re ſoule ſees the ſpirituall as well as the 
argyreaſonable- wickedneſſe of tuch IdBJatry 
« 208 H: 3 &c. 


&c.. the! ke maybe - taid :of-alt 
commands-ot-the taw; which have borky 
conformity tu reaſon (all Goa's precepts ant 
highly rarionall) a:4.24:that which u hight 
thean:wr.a{ n:s5, and which the *cripcutk 
callech ipirituall. Au che-precepts are ofz 
ſpiritualt narure. Now the jearned unre 


Senerate.man comparerh this frame ot hel: 


hearr with that part of the. Law whichs 
thus proportioned to reaſon, and fea 
how far this frame is diſſonant tb ir, ani 
concludes it fo far out of order, 1t 1s reaſs 
nable he ſceth, that the law which is juſk 
and hou!d rule the whole man, ſhould ath 
bind the 'whote man to be readily diſpoſed 
and duly framed to rhe obſervance of hat 
Law, andif a part, or the whole frame” þ 
not fo diſpoſed, he concludes it Peccant an 
cuipable. It 'is but a reaſonable ching chat 
the Law which is ſo juſt and g00d, ſhould 
be uniformely obſerved, as well inthe firſt 
forming of our thoughts, as in the ulrimars 
and laſt- perfe&tins of them, 'and fo cot? 
cludes ſome unreaſonableneſſe in the f vers 


ving, of the firſt motions. In a word rhelt| 
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Learned, Improved ratura'l men in: +> 
whole matter ſee nochins, but what is rl 


obje# of their 7eaſo#, either to be approved} 
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chaff of difatlowed, The regenerate ſoule ferth 
mi and conſfidereth, thac this. law is very ſpirt- 
ar tuall, and meaſurerh the finfulnefle -ot-his 
oe heart, and the ſinfulneſſe of irs firſt wor- 
cuithy} Kings by this law as ſpirituall,” and ſo con- 
ofz} cludes that there is a wickedneſſe *in- it, 
ir which is of a higher nature then a bare'con- 
chef trariety to Reaſon. As an Artiſt ſeeth. the 
tr aÞ :excellency or the rarity ofa diſcourſe which 
cet} he heareth, or of an experiment which he 
anlf feech, and accordingly judgeth rhe one 
aſe confonant to, the other diflonant from the 
uſt naturall, regular, and certaine conſequen- 

jg ces of the Principles and Hypctheſes. of his 

tf art; which diſcourſe a man who is no artiſt 
hath heareth, and underſtanderch the Grammarti- 
- be} call conſtraction of the whole , ſeerh the 
and} -materialls of the experiment, and the effe& 
bat] wronight , yer falls exceedingly ſhort” of 
dj that knowledge which the ariutt bath, and 
5rtf | be gers but a Grammarticall knowledge,' or 
ze] fuch as his ſenſe (with which he perceiyed 
of] the experiment) can help him ro, while #tie 
er] Artiſt hath gotten a cleare, cerraine, artifi- 
ſe]. ciall knowledpe: 'tis not much unlike in this 
big{* caſe, and as the objets'of their knowledge 
taſ/thus difler , ſo likewiſe the faculties, diſpp- 
ed; Jfition, or qualification differeth, - the*one 

's | H 4 know- 
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fog . The Naturall min's Blindacfed 
knowing by common-illumination,the otheſho 
by a ſpeciall and more then common illumith 
nation of the: ſpirit: but-I will not inſ{1{t one 
this, it being for: ought 1 know -a- martetſle!. 
which, we cannot ſo evidently and ,clearlyLa 
ſtate, as to make of this any plaine diſcrimigÞl: 
nating note, by which,we may cauſe. orbecs lec 
to ſee, and underſtand what the differenceſth 
iS. T know that there is ſuch a differences! 
and that it is great;:1 know that one - ſeerhiſdi 
with an eye enlightned by eſpeciall light: 
from:the ſpirit, the other doth nor, bur Iprit 
know it is not eaſie; to deſcribe thefe; andppii 
what migbt be gathered from the-effecs offve 
each, by which alone chey can be diſcerned, th 
will fall in my way, -before 1 have donefto 
with theſe particulars, therefore 1 ſay no 
more of this now. The firit difference is in{Þa 
the Generall laid doin by the Apoſtle info 
that of 1 Cr.2. 12. for the pardon of, and | 
deliverance from this ſin, 1s one of thoſeÞe 
things which are @9 77. 3:4 y1a1geh Ta nu, he 
and underſtood. by. him only who: hath the 
ipwr of God, and beins ſpiritual! compa-iFa 
reth ſpiritualls with ſpiricualls. Who hath 
the ſpirit of the - world. doth not - ſo--unders/ 
+ PEN, becauſe he cannot ſpiritually Y/ 
dilcerne, them. v. 14. And it is plainly e- 
on MN nough ,. 
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hefmough intimated -to us by the: Apoſtle -in 
mythis very chapter, Rom.7. 14. Iknow (faith 
 onſhe) that the Law 75 ſpirituall, though whi: 
rtefleſt 1 was carnall and judged-carnally of che 
arlyſLaw 1 thought of my ſelfe as righteous,as 
migblameleſle , - Phil.3.6. becauſe 1 had nor fai- 
ecs}led of the {triteit outward vbſervanceiof 
nceſthe command, Phl.3.5.yet now I ſee the law 
ce;[is ſpirituall and fo there is' a ſpirituall obe- 
erhjdience due which 1 carnall could not give 

hyjand in Getect of this obedience there is a ſpt- _ 
t Irituall wickednefle which while I was a 1 ha- 
indpiſee (though learned and as much impro- 

offved as any )I did not fee ; Thus St Paul and 
ed,Jthe experience of eyery Saint will confirme 
nefſto us, how great a difference there is, be- 
noſtween the ſight and knowledge he now 
; infÞath, and thar he once had offinne as it is 2. 4n un: 
in(ontrary to the Spirituall Law of God. regeueraze 
nd | 2, A ſecond difference between the know- 774ns knows 
feeds which an improved reafon with the es; 
7 ,Abelpe of the letter of the Law may have of dew fens 
helbss fin, and the knowledge. which a regene- ſpeculative 
a-iate. ſancityed ſoul hath of this fin , 1s this, principles: 
thYThe knowledge of the one is the reſult, or con- The 198e- 
rs Wlefpon which ariſcth from ſpeculative princi. 71660 8 
Tf I : \ from pra« 
ly Yes and. truths. compared with their natural , Ficallpre: 
e- Wd xcceſſary conſequences or dedattions: The miſes. ; 
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knowledg of the other , is a contlyſcon from thife 
fame truths comphred with their conſequenceiie 
ana with his own heart and conſcience; TW 
regenerate ſoule knowes this {in by a Prada: 
call and experimentall obſer vance of himfn 
ſelfe compared with thoſe truths in the worlſo 
which do containe this doctrine, The unrefd: 
generate man know's it by a bare 1. ogicalſf: 
and Rationall deduction of a concluſionþb! 
from ſuch premiſes which he apprehendetly 
. to. be truths in his judgment , - though lex 
never foundthem confirmed by any obſervelſia 
correſpondence to his conſcience, or PradiFt 
call judgment. The whole $yllogiſme fk 
the one is made up of premiſes which do 
onely float in the head and do nor affect thef 
heart: The other maketh up the Syllogiſ}t 
me with one propoſition at leaſt from hi 
own heart, from that which he hath notelll 
Mn himſelfe, and which he can experimetr}( 
tally averre,this may be ſeen in theſe diffe|4 
rent Ullogiſmes. The unregenerate 
thus proceeds to evince firſt motions , 
frame of heart propending to Atheiſme, « f 
unbeliefe &c: To be a fin, becauſe it is 0h 
the ſame ſpecies or kind, and differerh nel 
gradually from Arheiſme, or unbeliefe in it* 
- perfected fruit, and product; and thereforgh 
concludes 
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y: ticonc.udes it. a rationall inference chat Mo=- 
ncajinons ficit irricaced are breaches of the fame 

W* precepr of which the morion perteced is, 
acqand fo aſinne. The regenerate ſoule goerh*a ,, pg 
bimfmore practically ro worke : what hinders ,,,z, v. 
vorqjor abares my love to,or fairh on God, and ,, au, 
nrefdifpoſeth me to either ftaggering in my ,,,q | 
1calffaich or flagging in my affections 1s ſinfull, pythag.se 
xiooÞbut now 1 find ſaith the regenerate ſoule) zaments 
dethjthat ſuch motions ſuch a frame of heart do 740 d:#at, | 
1 befrbus ſhake my dependance on God, they —_ » 

ejabate and quench my affections to him,and ,uvenit eg 
adththerefore 1 know they are finne. Asthe ne concy» 
e knowledge of a redeemed captive who feir P'/cerelices 
 dofthe weight ofhis chaines , che milery of his —_ a. 
 theptare, the drudgery he was put to, the con-p, 000 
gifÞtinuall danger he was in; differecth much 
1 lixffrom che knowledg which another man who 
vtedſinever was in ſlavery , and captivity hath, 

rIfor may have) upon report or reading the 
iffe{ſtory. It 1s one ching ro fic and heare (as 
MÞD3.7 the Carth-sinian Queen) the icory. of 
, Uffallen and walted Troy,another thing to ſee 
, ffand behold it with «/£xuas, qrrim pars 
5 Az". fryer both ſhe knowes>it 5 well as 

We, buc how diff2rent 15 cheir know.edpe ! 
1tWhe children and grand: hildren of Captive 
forefſewes in Babylon knew, but yer not _— 
desks- - an 
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and alike with. their Fathers or Grandfadqn 
thers the miſery of a ſtrait and tedious fiegefch 
of a fore and long famine; My Phyſicianſth 
knowes my diſeaſe which yer he never 'ſeleey 
| but Iknowitin an other manner , he canſth 
talke more of1t in generall, but 1 can telſ 
more feelinsly what 1 ſuffered and wharyſar 
the paine: $0 1s it in this caſe. The learned}{u 
{cholar deſtitute of Grace, and the ſpirit off fu 
God, can diſcourſe of a blind underitanding}{lei 
of an erroneous judsment, of an inadequargftt 
apprehenſion : So likewiſe a regeneratdf 
toule can ſpeake of theſe, and when he dothfff 
mention them his own heart beares him wit«fas 
neſle, and enformeth him what theſe finfullfy, 
imperfections are, he is acquainted with the L 
dimnefle of his beſt ſight, rhe miſtakes, or: 
pronenefle to miſtake, in his cleareſt , dio 
ſtin&teſt, and certaineit apprehenſion andſpe 
(though theſe apprehenſions are not falſez]di 
yet) he knowes how inadequate , how 'farre{a 
they are from commenſurate apprehenſionss; 
of thoſe things he ſhouid be better acquain-m 
red with, andall this from a heart affeRtedle 
really, and exerciſed conitantly with thefw 
working of this erroneous, - blind, raſh antÞa1 
heady mind. The ſelte-obſerving experi-Y 
enced ſoule ſeeth this when he heares a Ser-e 
money 
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diagmon of Heaven and thethings of it: when 
egelrhey are 'laid as open to the view as thoſe 
ciatfthings can which were never ſeen by that 
felgjeye which conld' returne to tell us what 
canſthey are, when they are thus ſer betore us: 
telſHow little is it we lee of them ? how prone 
at ware we to judgecarnally of them ? to mea- 
neq{ure them by twoſhorr a rule? .. In a word 
t off fuch a one thinkes certainly either his know=- 
ngHedge of theſe is the leaſt of any ones or elſe 
atgfthat few know lefſe then he doth andis molt- 
atQly troubled he cannot know more, it is not 
otlffo with one who diſcourſerh of theſe things 
tas: of things art diſtance not within him. Ina 
tullſword the unregenerate mans knowledge is a 
the Logicall diſcovery of what he can prove by an 
or]:Artificiall improvement of ar gumentat ive diſ- 
di-[coxrſe,not what he is acquainted wigh by ex- 

ndperience: The Regenerate (ifaſcholar ) can 

ſez]dv' that,plead for and confirme the truth by 

rela ſyllogiſticall arguing and fo convince a 

ns gaineſayer;be/ide this, Hecan alſo by his expe- 
n-onence of the'indwelling of this: fin, by his 
edfexperience of its wiſedome and power in 
he] workings (to the impeding him' from good 
nEfand the provoking him to evill) affe& him- 
'-Yelte with it; > Againe . 

v5: 51: 5155995 
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8 3. You ſhall obſerve there is this diffeſ® 
Z — nid rence farcher berween:the knowledge wif 
ff regeree TS ©. 
| ate man Theſe two forts of perſons iti this thing, Thaif® 
| feeth ths the lanRtified regenerate ſoule knowes rhif® 
I We | fin in ſuch manner that he ſeeth,cbſerverh,amlſ* 
mixt in Þis con feder's it's perpetall and unceſſant inte 
dutics: vAn .. ; ; | if 
WSregeves mixture in all his auties. The unr i gener abif® 
* pareman maturall man knowes this fin but in ſuch PP 
* dothnos, JNoticnall,cenerall way, that he never obſerulf 
or ſceth bow it tntermixeth it ſclfe with his auf; 
ties:he noteth not how 1t overfpreads aJl- HF 

actions, and if the more ludied 'knowledgif 
he hath of this {fin do informe, that ir dot it 
not lie {leeping while he 1s doing durie, . buliff 

acterh tothe impedeing and peryerting off 
Curie yer he is rot able to tee really,and paſf® 
ticularly how it hath ſtirred, and ated it 
this and akat duty, ſtil: he keeps in the gened< 

rall periwaſion comes not to the particulaſ® 
application: The unregererate man pray? 
eth, heareth, grvethalmes, dealeth juſtlyf* 
payerh even to the 7:the of Mint, Anifſe 
Cumminand though he 1s. confeſſedly a finf® 
ner in tis own fpeculative apprehenfion,anfÞ 
gudgment, yet when he cometh in particuldf* 

© the Temple to pray or heare; He thanks GM 

he zs not as oth:r men, and bis duties arenoff 
as theirs, whereas the regenerate ſoule ſeerh# 
: and 
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; gd obſerverh bow each particular part of 
> bs fervices are certainely unworthy accep- 
Thaſtance according to the holyneſle of the law, 
wand he feares they are not as other mens, 
 axjſ9c fo ſpirituall, not ſopure as theirs, be 
1:aſailterh rhe bitternefſe which renders his 
-r4jacrifices unſavory to himſelfe, and how: 
ch $puch more to God , he ſmelleth the leven 
+#fhuch fowreth'the whole maſle,he ſeerh 

; dub: 1 The diſiratling, wandering , worldly 
[foro bt s that creud in upon him; and preſle 
-dofan him for adouffion, and willdiſturbe him, 
Joffitf they cannot get entertainment) while he 

Mrayes.andhieares, | 

go" 2- 'T he colaneſſe, deaaneſſe, and formality of 
pariſue heart in prayer, in reading, in hearing, wn 
d {ll be doth. 

enef73. The miſplaced order giving earthly ,dy- 
uk$ng,cmprty things the precedence to heaven- 
rayſ9-cternall Jatisfying objects, and either ſee- 
{Bing fir? in time, what might well, be either 
- or ſonghit;or laſt ſought; or firſt in affct:0- 
are defre.of 2hem.m higheſt prizing of them, 
18nd in ardenteſt love ro them, though all 
{eſe be mixed: with the prayer, or indeed 
Gipough the Prayer of a naturall. man be nos 
noY09s- etſe-!bur an abominable heap of ſuch 
echSorderedand finfull ſuites, yer he doth nor 
ang be Wo | ſee. 
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fee or obſerve'it;' Shall we yiew him 
hearing ? and. obſerve how he differalſm 
from a holy. ſanRified knowing perſon 
this alſo? though rhe unregenerate may 
knowes much,as hath been ſaid ,of this/lina 
yet he ſeeth not how tt either makes mp» 
deafe,and ftoppeth his care, or dull and floy 
ro heare or erroneous and miſtaken in hey 
ringhe ſeeth'not how it fills. himwith prey 
dices again(t the word,wih diſlike of it, anfþ 
oppoſition r61t, :nor will he be made fenl 
ble of it, but the regenerate though perhagh 
-hehath leſſe of that ſpeculative direc, h 
hath more of an obſerving, zeftex and pat k 
ticular knowledg, and he obſerveth all theo 
in bis duties: he obſerverh how: this {in & ay +} 
ſheth his 4h 
" ©  - | PerfeRt knowledge of God with '& 
NOrance. | 
Stedfaſt faich in the ce 1 with 
unbelicte. i 
Sincere love to theLordwith ſelſcloſ n 
; Fervent zeale- for the Lord with. 
Moſt > *differency. o 


Strong deſires aſcerChriſb with cat 
| leſneſle. 
| Sweet enjoyments of Fu hope ſerh 


fore him with ſome birterneſſey, 
L other, 
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mag} one word he ſeeth that it is by this fin- 
-rallm gs lin that neither habitual grace in the 
n-ſecle, nor attuall grace 1n the life can be perfett, 
maſſbut, as Pal, to he ſceth another /aw in his | 
ſinadwembers which leadeth him. captive, and that PO 
ntwhen he world doe good evill 25 preſent with hin ” 
Wihat what good he would he cannot do, and 
xeahin that good which he doth, he doth alſo 
that eviil which he neither would,nor ſhou!d 
, angdoe; but this rhe molt knowing ſcribes, me- 
(enffriting julticiaries and tormall profeſſcurs do Differ. 
rhagſvot obſerve. K.. n _ 
t, I-4.The regenerate ſoul's knowledge,and the ,,;e, . 
| paſknowledge an unregenerate man may have ldg i a 
theſfof this fin differ in this, hat the knowledge of ſoul abaſe- 
n Mſthe cne 35 a ſcale abaſeing, humbling knowledg oP _ 
i] he cannot looke on this (in, bur it layeth him ay oe 
trigglow in his own eyes, the cther lockers cn this (in the unreges 
21] and yet keeps wp as high theughts of himſelfe nerate. 
with ever, he 7s prond and beaſteth both of hes duties 
Werdof his perſon: He 1s not as other men, 
eloſFneither yer are his workes as other men's 
h. works are, the one as an ingenuous and re- 
Alenting child looketh on this ſin, the root of 
catiall that rebellion be hath aQed againſt his 
WFather, and bluſheth at the fght; what ſuch 
etWhbeartin me Mill ! is rhere yer remaining 
[egy thins of that treaſcnable diſpoſition ? 
Woth my beerr fill entertain any part of b 
'M | | | that TE 
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that enemy which would pull the crowng 
from my father's head?Oh wretchlundurifulſſy, 
and diiloyall ſoule! canſt thou thinke of thiſg 
and not loath thy ſelfe ? canſt thon ſee this], 
and ſee any thing to boaſt of? Haſt tha, 
but one thing in which God delighteth, which by q 
chiefely deſereth, and is that ſo defiled ſo polluſhy 
ted with fin? that hs glorious and hely eyes can; 
net delight init ? wherewith wilt thou thenl, 
come before God? what canſt thou offer toſe, 
him ? Think on it thou who caſteſt thingfy, 
eyeson theſe lines, and ſeriouſly conſider iti}; 
The regenerate ſoule ( and fo thine if thoufy 
art borne againe )) which longs to have the]; 
match conſummate berween Chriſt and itÞ}, 
ſelfe, which longs to be married to the Lord, 
inan eyerlaſting Covenant is, and cannat j 
but be, aſhamed to ſee that her dearly belo 
ved ſpouſe, her Highly honoured her onely 
deſired Lord ſhould find her ever,at all ting 
in ſuch defiled garments, with ſuch raggs, 
poliuted raggs hanging upon her, it is ll 
humbling conſideration, that its belt dreſls 
is a menitruous cioth, thar its cleaneſt hand 
1s leprovs; this affeteth the heart withf 
Sriete and ſorrow , whereas the knowledge 
which the Phariſees had of this fin, and the 
knowledge which the unregenerate may 
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wighow bath of it, doth not either affe& the | 
alulfhearc with ſorrow , or abaſe it with hol 
Wihame, for it. If that helliſh fire which 
thiſþurneth inwardly, do viojently breake out 
thland ſend up ſuch thick and black clouds as 
bleldo darken the luſtre of their Credit , and 
ollur benight their tame, and glory among men; 
car}ifit do beeſmoor and diſcolour a naturall 
then conſcience; that the man cannot confidently 
Tr WMconverle with men, leaſt they upbraid bim; 
bing nor peaceably converſe with himſelſe , be- 
rfcauſe conſcience dares nor Jooke on it ſelfe, 
hou then he is grieved ard troubled, he is a foole 

| rhe then in bis own judgment becauſe he hath ſo 
1d th loſt his credit, or his peace: and ſo he zs aſhamed | 
ord owe [ad effeft,not grieved fcr the ſintull cauſe; 
nd forry for his lofſe, not aſhamed of this ſin« 1 
elo- ning ſin , which T might ſer forth by this fa- 

nel] mitar Similitude : As an adulterous wife 

mM which hath not caſt off ail ſenſe of honour. 

2591 among her neighbours,nor all deſire of peace 

S WI with her husband, bath ſome kind of trou- 

elf] ble and ſhame too, upon her ſpirit in the 

and diſcovery of her looſe and wanton practi- 
Vii ces; but her trouble and ſhame is for her 
dsiſhonour in the eyes of thoſe ſhe would 
DBave think. well of her, and tor her loſſe of 
ancace with bim ſhe would ſeeme to love; but 
——_ I 2 not 
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116 The Naturall man's Blinanefie, 
not for a treacherous heart whence all thatgt 
wantonneſſe and unfaithfulneſle did arifePic 
ſo it is in this caſe there is a ſenſe of honourſe 
and deſire of peace in the naturall heart, anc 
the breach of either affeceth ir, bur nor the! 
cauſe of this breach. In one word the rege{0 
nerate man is conſtant in his griete for,andiqn 
his abaſementon thought of this: T Bar a niix Fn 
ture of water with his beſt wine, that an alp0 
loy of droſs with his pureſt gold,thata miltyW 
darkneſſe with his cleareſt light, ſhouid deFla 
baſe them upon an examination and tryallþal 
the unregenerate man upon tryall caſterhpn« 
all off with ſuch like recrin.ination , ther$V! 
are none without their faults,no grape but hat 
or had his ſharpneſſe, no wheat ever grew wit 
ont its chaſſe , men are but wen and can ben 
more then men, and this 1s all he cares for uf 
dwelling ſin, he hides himſelte in the croud « 
men like himſelfe and is not aſhamed to þ( 
as they, if he appeare not worſe he dareth ti 
5 Differ. boaſt in himſelte. be 
rA regene-- J+ Againe in the next place the differen} h 
rate man fyerth in this,T hat the kn:»wledge of a regeneratif 
oppoſeth fin ſoyle awaheneth, andexcites the ſoule to'a vg 
- paged 70145 oppoſition of it, the unregenerate learneqp3 
an unrege- Man knows,but this ky iwledge doth not engaff© 
rerateman, him ta oppoſe it vigecronly with all bys pa 1 b\ 
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hatghe facctityed ſoul's knowledge, and oppo- 
iſeicion'of this tin,do equally thrive and grow 
zurfic is Boc {o with the unregenerate his know- 
angedge is greater then his oppoſition of it; 
rhgf be be acquainred with the power, or wiſe- 
2geKome of this lin, and if he do apprehend it 
.digen enemy te be oppoſed, yer he thinketh it 
:1x £nough to repreſle, and abace it, he intends 
| al-Þot an exterminating and deſtroying of it. 
i{tyWhereas the regenerate ſoule preſently pro- 

laimes an open warre,and maketh it a mor- 
-all$all warre a bellam internecinum which ſhall 
techend upon no other termes then the utter 
herguine of one party: (in, this {inning in ſhall 
batfpave no capitulation no termes of peace 
ir} yhereas a truce is ſoone granted by the na- 
e wgurall man how learned or how well impro- 
r ined ſoever,and ifa divided kingdome will fa- 
d of isfy this {innings fin, rhere 1s preſently a re- 
» bE&onciliation and peace between them, 1t this 
1 tin will content it {elfe with choſe limits and 

dounds which either a naturall conſcience (of 
-ndawhbat is honeſt and to be done or of what 1s 

vill and: to be avoided) preſcriberh:or with 
100 ole bounds , which a mure civill educati n 
ne&nd happyer improvement of reaſon hath 
rafÞceſcribed, if this fin will neither breake out 
-&&walte the peaceable poſſeſſions which na- 
_ "© --- 
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118 The Net#/all man's Blin#nifie: | 
turall conſcience wonld willingly maintainex 
nor make an inroade and fpoile the beauftt 
ty,and glory of his credit: nor demoliſh thies 
ſtately {truQure of his externall, viſible, ſegſit 
ming Piety: he is content that the Kingdomgrc 
be fin's. The anregenerate improved man hi 
ever on the defenſive warre, and careth oneſſar 
to keep this ſin within the limits, and boundpr 
which he willingly allotteth it, New zt 25 mſpe 
ſowith the regenerate ſoule, he 15 ever engaged inc 
an offenſive warre againſt this ſin: and though 1 
he cannot caſt it out oi his foule, yet he wilſne 
be ſure to caſt it out, and keep irout of thor 
throne: though he knowes, it will have a foot{A1 
ing in him, yet it ſhall not keep this footingſon 
bur with danger of loſeins ir by the contyw 
nuall attempts which grace maketh upon it{cu 
It will dwell here with us while we dwell ighe 
houſes of clay, bur iz dwelleth in the anregentyhi 
rate as the maſter ina family,with reſpet,anqlik 
rule: but #t dwels inthe regenerate 4s an unW| 
welcome gueſt, who ſhall receive no favourJgc 
' nor beare any ſway in him: when this ſinnqw] 
prevaileth or is likely to foyle him, he cryetl(f# 
out as Paul, whe ſhall deliver me? Not as $01 
carnall -man what termes of peace ? how 
ſhould I fatisfie this or that Tuſt ? . A mantle: 
who knoweth this Yin as Par! knew it, tax! 
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inexeth chought how he may deſtroy it: a man 

eauſthat knowes it as an unregenerate man,dorh 

 tiſcaſt about with himſelfe how he may patch 

ſeit up. The one laboureth to caſt out that 
omgrottenneſſe, and loathſomneſle which lyerth 

48 hid in the Sepulchre: che other contriveth 

neſyand ſtudyeth rather how co bedeck the ſe- 
andpulchre and paint the outſide that it ap- 

5 mſpeare not, nor offend the eye of more reti- 

eaitned morality. 

ugh In a word all the oppoſition the unrege- 
wiknerate make, 1s again{t the violent excurſi- 

fthfons of this {in, not againſt the Being of it, 

ootjAnd their aime is ro mannage theſe paſli- 

inglons of this indwelling fin, as a Horſeman 

nth would mannage an unruly colt, which he 

1 it}curberh and aweth with bit and voice, that 

ll ihe may readily, ſafely, and with delight uſe 

en him. The regenerate mans oppoſition is 

,anJlike that of a man againſt a devouring Lion 
mwhich he knoweth cannot be brought to 

out]Lood ſervice, and is harmeleſſe but onely 

Innqwhen he is dead, therefore he kxowes the ſin- 
vetliflneſſe, and determines the death of tits fin at 
we. - - 6th, Difſe 
10Ww. Another difference between the Know- rence. @ 
mantedge of theſe men is this, The one kyow- , A Kee 
tawtth and hateth this ſinfull frame of heart, the yuh the © 
oa I 4 other finfull | 


Mae ns, 
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; frome of her knowes, but neither doth exert any in%g 
| heart, ſo > : 
E doth not an Per fett hatred of it, nur doth he ſee, or belicveyn 
 unyegene- There is any ſuch cauſe to hate it. The unregeqne 
rate mais, generace man thinkerth, that it's connareje, 
cloſe, and infeparable manner of Being inÞe 
bim, may be good excuſe for his not hatingwyh 
it. Hatred where evcr its terminated to thatf01 
which it cannet utterly deſtr:y, is n betterſel 
then a ſelfe diſturbing vanity aud weakacſſewys, 
is the thought ota naturall man: and inpu 
many caſes it proveth true, that he doth difyr 
quiet and torment himſelte, who hatethpa 
what he can by no meanes rid himſelfe of.fer 
And on theſe principles he judgerh it un-mc 
reaſonable to proteſle or entertaine hatredfe! 
againſt this ſin: he is perſwaded it will ad-jn 
Here to him, ſo long as he liverh, and there-pr: 
fore will contentedly permit it to live. Theſwi 
regenerate man doth perfectly hate it, andfo 
makes that very reaſon one incitement toÞ 
more perfe& hatred of it, which the unre-jts 
Senerate would have accounted a good rea-|th« 
{on to repreſle, or abate his hatred. Indeedþn 
here is ſeen the moſt abſolute and irrecon-Pe; 
cileable hatred, which a created B-t-g canfS 
exert on juſt grounds, becauſe ir doth ſoyfe! 
»ſoon defile our perſons, and ſo ſoon render $0 
us unit, and unwortby of communion withy" 


_ 
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irxgGod, who is our life; ſo ſoon rob us of our 
zevepnely treaſure, make us beggars ſo ſoon as 
eceqnen, therefore we in reaſon ought to hate 
atsjt, and the ſanRifhed ſoule doth abhorre it. 
S inBecauſe it fo cloſely adheres to us, that 
ungwhicher ſo ever we go, it is our trouble- 
thaſome attendant, which we cannot ſhitt our 
ttenſelves of, its company 1s moſt unwelcome to 
«ſſelps, yer molt unavoidable: and this moves 
| inpur Indignation againſt it, becauſe it is ſo- 
diſqnſ:parable from all we undertake and in- 
ethpage in for performance of our Duty, and 
of fervice due to our God; becauſe what we 
un-moſt heartily wiſh we could, that we moſt 
redfertainly find we ſhall not be rid of, becauſe 
ad-Jn our beſt performances, when we are beſt 
re-prepared for them, and hope to be imployed 
[hewithout much diſturbance from this enemy 
andfo all 600d, becauſe then we find it cannot 
- tobe calt off, it will not be ſo diſpoſſeſſed of 
re-Its hold, or ſuppreſſed in its atings, we do 
ea-Fhe more irreconcileably hate it: for, theſe 
edpnd ſuch like conſiderations heighten the 
n-fegenerate man's hatred of this ſin, where- 
anÞ5 the Naturall improved man rather herice 
ſagfelolyes nor to trouble himfelfe for that he 
lerpould nat prevent, -nor ſpend his thoughts - 
ithy8 that he cannot remove, He accounts it 
0. TY | ſcarce 
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ſcarce prudence to be troubled at that IgfG 
cannot be handfomely eaſed of, what cannilffor 
be cared muſt v2 endyred, uit like a man thaffhe 
wul rather expreſle a ſeeming welcome-t}$S0 
a troublefome gueit, then let him Knowha 
he is a debrour tor that only which coulgw! 
not be with holden from him Bur now thqth 
frame and diſpoſition of a regenerace foulg re 
and his behaviour is quite contrary,he hard cc 
the more for this inſeparable cloſe adheliofj n: 
of this ſin. This may be evidently ſeen war 
Se Paul, Rom.7. 15. who hated that whucl re 
he did, and furely if he hated what he haq 7 
done, he could not do leffe then hate that tt 
which had already, and continually wouldy fc 
put him upon doing the ſame. When a maſſe 
reftects on what is done, and jultly hatetlf ir 
It, hecannor but hate that perſon, thoſe as þ, 
betrors and connſelis, which did defignedly| ec: 
engage him ro it, and will farther prompt} fe 
and ſ6llicite him to do the hike. Tf unduriful þ 
Abſal:m had lived to ſee the hatefulneſle off 7, 
his unnaturall rebellion, and- been in anyfr: 
meaſure recovered to a chifdiixe dutifuk}e; 
nefle and obedience, he would doubtleſieT 
have hatred both his former rebellion, hishn 
counſellour-Ach;tophel, arid the abettourſ 
of it. So when a-man is renewed, & through 
: Grace 
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t lifGrace acquainted with, and feaſible of, his | 
niforepaſt rebellons againft the Lord, when 
thatfhe is reduced to the right diſpoſition of a 
e-tgSon and Dutitull child, he doth entirely 
nom hate his former courſes, and eſpecially that 
Kg which entangted him, and ingaged him mm 
thgthem. The ſoule renewed to holineſle, aad 
Dulq received into the favour of a ſon, begins to 
ard] conſider the hatefuinefſe of that corrupt 
(108 nature which engaged him againſt the Lord, 
1 and will not be reconciled- toit. But an un- 
ucl regenerate man will not hate nor diſlike it. L 
ha] 7 Another conſiderable difference berween ,,,, Dife: -* 
hat] the knowledge of this fin in a regenerate pexe, © 
al6] foule, and the unregenerate how highly ſo A regene; |; 
a ever you can ſuppoſe him improved, lyeth 74 man 
etlf in this, That the ſanitified, Regenerate ſoul oe - * 
* 24 bath a ſtrong, entire, and conſtant love to the g;e..,, © 
df command, by which this ſin 1s diſcovered and forbids ,and | 
Wt] forbidden , attending on, & flowing from the condemnes 
tulf krowledge of this ſpun : whereas the unregene- Luft, fo doth 
: Off rate man in his belt improvements carrot well _ ——_ ; 
nytreliſp that Law which forbids the ſinne,and diſ- "oj 
uM covers the ſnfalneſſe of it . The one loves that 
ſe Law from which this {in takes occaſion to be 
higImore ſinfull , and to « orke more violently,- 
urSfand his love to the Law growes, as doth his 
Siknowledge of the abominable contrariety 
aces. Wu 
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in this ſin tothe Law, whereas the other loÞil] 
vetb his luſt; and diſlikes the law whiclfGc 
condemnes it, and could heartily wiſh theres | 
were no Law to reſtraine the power of higCc 
fin,.or to condemne the ſinfulneſſe of it. Theſcur 
one rejoyceth that $i cannot rule withoutpwit 
controule , the other wiſheth that .thereþ 
might be an uninterrupred-'exercise of ir'yſre 
power in him. The unregenerate, though beſifan 
1mproved with natural] and morall helps, doſoy 
botdly (though fecretly) wiſh chere were-nopnt 
Law to forbid the ſin,or no juſtice to puniſhÞe! 
the (inner; ifany of the Learned worldlingsÞn: 
would fpeak out their obſervations of them-Pn! 
ſelves, which eirher they do,or might gatherfre 
from the workings of this ſin, we ſhould havePng 
_ them confeſling this a truth ; Fes 

The learned Atheiſt , reading the firſt Þa 
Commandment, ſeeth that as he ſhould haveÞ 
but only the true God for his God, and chat Pe 
he ſhould onely love, delight,and ſerve him, Pe 
- not his owne luſts, will ſooner be induced toIPr 
with there were not , or to flatter himſelfe;Þ" 
thar there is not a God,and that he is not ſoP*! 
obliged ro.duty towards him . The ſame' all 
might be obſerved in the reſt of the ComsJ 
mands, ſtill the- unregenerate mans love ig 
rowards his naturall finfull inclinations , inf 

| -*: = aa_ 
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* lofiſlike of the ſpirituall, holy and juſt Law of 
hicffGod. But the Regenerate and renewed ſoule 
eres well pleaſed , and in loye with the holy 
f higfCommandment in oppoſition to his na- 
I hefeurall Juſts and corru ptions : Juſt like as it is 
outfvith a chaſte wife and faithiull , fo 1s it with - 
ere gracious renewed heart : as 1t is witha 
ityreacherous & lewd wife,ſo is it with an un- 
zeſtfantified and natural: heart . The chaſt and 
,dopoyall ſpouſe highly valuerh,dearly loves,and 
-noÞþntirely cloſeth with char law. which binds 
iſhÞer to fidelity and conſtancie mn her affecti- 
155Þns to. her husband. The Adulterous and 
m-Þnfaichtull .diflikerh, quarrels with, and ſe- 
terfcretly wiſherh the law were not yet in be- 
vepns which confines her affe&ions and embra- 
(ces to that ſingle perſon whom ſhe calls huſ- 
r{tÞand,whileſt the regenerate ſoule-loves that 
veſaw which makerh his choice duty and diſli- 
athkerh onely the boundleſſe,and unreaſonable 
n,preedome which luſt aimerh at:: the beſt 1m- 
to [proved naturall man in the meane time hath 
en adulterous ſoule and complaines 'of the 
ſoPirictneſſe of that Law which requires that 
ieÞall bis ſtrength, and all his ſoule,and all his 
1Þught ſhould :encirely and ſolely be termt- 
ighared.to God, -and his will: It is too ſevere 4 
in{Þcept 1a the natyrall man to calt off every 
Gy, T3 oo 
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rivall luſt, and cleave to the Lord alone an 
his beſt improvements by education or leafſv" 
ning without renewing grace do not altt h 
this trame of his heart, but # 7s an eaſ), wh 
equitable a very excellent Law to the ſam" 
which bind's fe faint to chuſe that whic 


he would nor for ten thouſand worlds r{u« 
fuſe. Me thinks I ſee this in Pax! (fo ew4 
dently that I need no other inſtance, ) wht the 
did heartily and ſweetly cloſe with that ped W 


tet holy Law which he feigne would hay det 
perfectly obeyed though he could not, H of 
accounteth it good in the, Rim. 7. 12. 13h 
aflenteth to the beauty and: comelineſſed}, * 
K ver{. 16, what the Law commendethhf 
approveth, what the Law cymmandeth 
would performe, not as 4 taske and unpley Jl 
fant worke, bur as chat in which he delighſ 
- teth: For that which che Law comman{® 
deth,is that which be would do ard wharilff'© 
forbid's is that be would not doe, ar.d ſolif"* 
delighceth wer. 22. ownfcus! (faith Par) wf* 
vc Hoc defiderio wanifefte ſe ab incontinew[” 
zibus Philoſophorum diſcervat (ſanh ParensM he 
{oc. )is there in a carnail, 10 an unregen erat F 
man ſuch a compiacency in the Law. ot GodP * 
Oh ! nothing! leſſe, there is an-unſuitabl”* 
neſle in the heart of every carna}l man, and 
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ie judgeth the waies, and the lawes of God 
ajunxqual), roo ſtrict and he cannot, nor will 
|r&he cloſe with them. A craitour may know 
what is treaſon and by what law , enacted 
auch a ſeſſion of Parliament in ſuch a King's 
reigne, and wiſh there never had been any 
refuch made, A loyall and obedient ſubject 
:Fmay know this too and love the law approve 
the Juſtice and wiſedome of his Sovereigne. 
A Who now ſee's not the palpable difference 
Iberween theſe two men in their knowledg 
Jot the ſame thing? juſt ſoit is in this caſe- 

But in the laſt place. 
8, Theſe two ſorts of men have a know-8.Difſer. 


ledge of this ſame fin very much differing There is 4 


pin the certainty aſſurance,evidence, and firme- Jifferencein 
thecertainy 


alteſſe of their a ent to the concluſion of that des Fg 
ohÞ9r/fration in which it is proved a ſin. The ggy, we of 
;njunregenerate man looks on it as a Problemas- their knows 
ticall Dxeſtion which may be diſputed and dge. 
Prought into the Schooles in an affirmative 
wr negative ſtate ofthe queſtion, ſo did rhat 
Konvenricle gathered together art Trent in 
he yeare 1545 in the 5th Seſlion on the 17 
ny 0, June 1546, Leave it to every Mars liber- 
od © thinkor teach what liked him terching this 
bid oviaed he thought and maintained , that it 
and$#4149 that it was prepogated, and what _ 
- # the 
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the effefts of it. But an experienced Chnyhr 
{ian is more firmely and immoveably ſetfun, 
{ed in his knowledge, and apprehenſion qr. 
it, he will never be beaten our of this 
T hat it is an evill allwaies preſent, impeding 
what is good and impelling and putting us upand 
what #5 evill, that it is a law of our membenyw 
warring againſt the law of the mind; anda 
though all the world withall its learningpat 
and skill ſhould conſpire,and club wits, an$#/ 
reaſon to overthrow this truth , yet rhegoi 
ſhould never per{wade him to a beliefe, thajy. 
poſibly there may be no fuch thing as evil: 
Concupſcence,or Griginall ſin.His experiendgy 
1s inſtar mille teſtiam, and he would repedhn 
all their arguments with this anſwer, thai 
he ſees the plots and contrivances, thayh, 
he feeleth the power , and {trensth of thigh 
{inning fin withholding him , and drawinghr 
him back from that good, which he deſire 
he may,which he knowes he ought to doap 
The world may as foone perſwade him thalifh 
fire is not hot, which hath burnt his finger 
as perſwade him that luſt within 1s notY 
fire of Hell which inflames him , and ſelf 
him on fire with rageing paſtions, or wantorh 
deſires. Let this old man appeare unde 
what vizard he will, for the deceiving pun 
Ny -p 
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Chiplnd cature, ler him plead his originall, ex 
| ſelfmgitione materia and appeale to Pelagian, 
»n or Semipelagian or Socinian Heralds to aſſert 
| thiis pedigree; yet he cannot fo eſcape a re- 
-aingenerare {avingly enlightned ſoul;who'ſeerh 
 #pand knowerh that it is of the Divell,and our- 
vbaywn abuſe of tree will. Though this old 
angnan walke up,and downe among us, and ex- 
ninghtiate it ſelte in the larger walkes df a-Scep- 
angick , and ſeeme onely to enquire rationally 
rhegouching the Beeing,and Providence of a Det- 
thay, and in this garbe paſle for a more pene. 
evifrating inquiſitive bead, and judgment with 
endpn 1ſanttsfyed Scholar, yet the regenerate ſoul 
ept$hnw's (and is ſo perſwaded that he will ne- 
,thafier be brought to think the contrary) that 
Whis z5 a branch of Arheiſme, ſprouting out of 
f thighis bitter root. 1 think 1 need nor heſitate 
vingin pronouncing it. An unregenerate man 
{ire©mproved to the higheſt pitch rhat externall, 
dogmorall advantages can raiſe him to, never 
id or. ever will be able to come te ſuch a 
ergfflecree of certainty in bis Knowledge of this, 
otis the experienced ſfoule which obferverh 


he ſtirrings, and motions of this fip in bim- 
olflelfe doth come to; 1 am ſure thereisa 
1dgfeat difference berween the certainty ro 
utgShich che one attaines by ſpeculative prin- 
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130 The Natwrall may's Blindnefe: | 
ciples and diſcourſes, and the certainty 
which the other atteines by experiencii}a} 
you may - poſſibly periwade a man to ll, 
Poyſon who onely knowes the nature 0 
from his book and ſpeculation and perhajſ, 
you may. prevaile with him to hope, and b ( 
lieve it 15 not deadly, becauſe his knowlelar 
is not confirmed by experience; but do y( 
think it poflible? to perſwade that man int 
an opinion that it' may not, or into hope 
that'it-15nor, or into an adventurous try: 
whether that be deadly poyſon whid 
had'undoubtedly deſtroyed him long befor 
if the admirable $kill of ſome eminent Ply 
fician had not cured him and prevented th 
working of the Poyſon? ſo it is,in one wot] 
The regenerate ſoule knowes he had dyed 
of this deadly poyſon , if the compaſſion 
an infinitely merci{ull, and the skill of an in: 
finitely wife Phyſician, had not healed hin 
he knowes he was ſick unto death, and het 
as certaine of it,as eXPerience can 'make hi 
and' will: not doubt it though all the worl 
Geny ihere he fixech immovedly, | A | 

Kino that in me awels nothing godd, Rom 

i”, FS. T 
_ ; Find evill pre ſent when Iwould do mm 
( Ft ee am ether law - _——_ mee captive, -23 
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The Naturall, mans Blindneſſe, 121 
EF The unregenerate finds it not experimen- 
Tt: July? in hynſelfe for he is blind and ſeeth nor, 

is dead and feeleth not, the workings of 
his ſin; and therefore 1s not ſo immoveable 
Min his knowleds as the regenerate ſoule: nor 
ſo conſtant in his beliefe of it's indyelling 
Wand overſpreading the whole raan. 
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Rom. 7. v. 7. latter part. 


For I had not knowne Luſt, except the Law 
had ſaid, T how ſhalt not Cover, 


Jn===m7E Tnabilitic of Nature , 
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beſt improved by learning and 
Wl earcation,or what other means 
Wil you 29:ll ſappoſe ; (ſhort of 
Ell Grace and the renoyation 
' Ofthe heart by the ſpirit of 
God, ) to make a right diſcovery of the ſinfull- 
uſe of our nature, that indwelling ſin, (which 
here the Apoſtle calls, Zyſt,)being obſerved as 
one of the Deftrines the Apoſtle layes downin 
this verſe,and being confirmed , and proſecuted 
ſo farre, that nothing farther remaines 7 whats 
was propoſed, but an application and cloſe of the 
I whole: I now proceed to that, and ſo firit 
4 if the beſt ;mproved naturill man be not able le 
Hite diſcover the ſinfulneſſe of his nature, we Mia 
jay hence learne,and informe our ſelves. tion, 
= K 3 4% a - 
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0 7.That there isin fin that which is of a w 
| hoſe) rf innourinden 6 ll. acti 
| Conſequence 9-6DL lars, It is NM. THE IPOTLER WAY , 
 roall bus We WverJally with-this- ſerpent , bur #- 
| ſpecially ro ſting's and empoyſon's us: we neyer comg/t! 
Schvlars 01 into the hands of thefe Philiſtines, but tha be 
g—_ put out our eyes; 1f we had our eyes befor 
their under Pe loſe them after, our (cloſeing with a temp 
flanding, tation.to'fin: This'is the cauſe why we ar 
not able (fo long as weare carnall) to ſe ſir 
our ſinfulneſſe , becauſe we are ſinfull a £ 

there need no other reaſon: be given, why * 

we are not acquainted with the pullutions 9 

Our garments; but this, becauſe we are blind th 
1o neither. needs there- any other reaſon by tl 
demanded why a ſinner-.is not acquainted 

with his ſinfulneſſe ; after, you have onee 
faid.atid\proved that he is a ſinner: For 

fin ia violence offered to the ſoule, Prov..8, 
#/t.ver[.." It isa violence by which the ſoule 

1s wounded, and maimed, as it were. with 

the ſtroke of a ſword , or other inſtrument 

of cruelty.as I obſerve pant ſignifys, . now 

the ſqule is a tender thing like the eye: it 
beares nat a wound, without lofle of its fight] 
_ and being once wounded by fin it cannori] 

any more rightly diſcover fin: or it you read 
chat wag bw Jife Rill it. ſpeaks that danger 
74 oo 
Ft 
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a viſdanger which is in-fin on the accountofits 
calf{difableing the ſinner from ſeeing ir, char 
with wownd that reacheth the life that reacheth the 
ur WY rart kills dead, and bereives the man of the 
comgenſe of his condition: he knowes nor, nor can 
theſbe,that he is dead, ſo it was with the firſt 
for ſinners among the creatures, Angels ſinned 
-mJand loſt that perfe&t knowledge in which 
> are) they were created, and had not known their 
ſe finfull ſtate if an immediate,and winged ven- 
| aJSeance had not overtaken them if the 
vhyl weight of thoſe fetrers the diſmall noiſe of 
$5 off thoſe chaines in which they are reſerved to 


nd 
| be 


ted 
Ce 
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> qui:tum dliarum rerum cognitione dejtituti an vero adbuc aliquens | 
- harum omnuium teneans Cogtitionem Heron: Zanchide oper; Det: 
£1,4.6.7: PArtr. . 


thef udgment of the great day had not awakned 
them,they had ſurely continued unacquain- 
ted with that fintulneſſe, which, their juſt pu- 
niſhment convinced them of: though it may 
perhaps admit a doubr, whether the fallen 
Angels may not have an adequate, ipecula- 
tive knowledge of their finfull natures: yet 
itis beyond a doubr, they have not a Practi- | 
call,and right knowledg of ir, whileſt they, 1.4 
adde to the number of their {ins and-trea-,,,,ucu4Q ** 
ſure up wrath to the 'day of wrath. *1r 35 Quaſtiode © 
Demonum 
cognitioue poſt peccatum preponi ſolet,nempe,an penitus poſi pecey F 
tum excatati ſunt & omni cum Dei & (hriſlizequi & jtlt-. 


20 


Sh D MR i als. 


136 . The Naturall man's Blindnefe.fTh 
no contemptible: queſtion which ts uſually prify(l i 
pounded concerning th: knowledg of Devillyh, v 
fince they ſinned viz, whether they are naxcho 
quite bliaded as to have no knowled? of Golphis, 
and Chriſt, of equity and iniquity, or whethagou 
they yet retaine ſome knawledg of all ' theſe gake 
though they know much, ſo much as con-gual 
victions of the beeing, and juſtice of a Deityou 
extort from them a beliefe of both , and[ C 
ſtrike them with terrour of the latter : yet|i E 
| it's undoubtly true, They are frnce they ſinn:d 
| _— Sou and for their ia ſojudicially blinded that theyſe | 
* catumex. Pave not all that knowledg which they had ber 
| cacati ſunt fore their ſinne. The juſt juds of all the | 
b. —_— world through his infinite witedome harhf | 
averers _ darkneſſe, and the blackzeſſe of darkneſſe}Þ1 
* ommium re- ©P4172es to fettty them, who would not walkeſrec 
| zineans (a: at liberty in the knowledg and obedienceſwt 
| pientiam of the Father of lights:whoſo will pleaſe him-Jbe 
. _ ſelfe in the farther diſcuſſion of this, maya 
We | conſult the learned Author cited; The com-Jan 
zum babye. MENtators on*T hom: & Lomb:this the ill con-Yth 
runs, equenceofSinne in theſe. It was no leſſe on. 
| *Tbom'pri. Adam and his finfull off-ſpring, if we will 
er 4, perpend, and view the ſad change which was 
; $4. introduced immediately upon his finning: 
| Sent.l.2, how ſoon did this ſpirituall Apoplexy ſeife 
$87:5.14 on his underſtanding ? how ſoone ap” 
| 4 
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Praall into a deep ſleep, out of which none but 
Ulthe veice of the ſon of (God can awaken him! 
zacholars ( for you ſhould moſt conſider 
Goghis, you are moſt concerned in it) I preſle 
thayou eſpecially with this conſideration to- 
/egake heed offin; other conſiderations of e- 
on-guall concernment to others, as well as to 
1tyyou, and of higheſt concernment to both, as 
nd]! Certaine ruine of their immortall ſoules. 
yet]{ Enkindling the fury and diſpleaſure of the 
41 Almighty. 

beyſz Heaping up wrath againſt the day of 
be-[\ wrath. 

hel | Deare rate you, and all who heare of 
th] Chriſt fin at &c. 

ſe;Þ1 paſſe over , my diſcourſe leads me di- 
kejrealy to conſider this peculiar malignty 
cewhich is in fin. For having proved that the 
n-Jbelt 1mproved naturall parts cannot make 
ya diſcovery of Luſt, and having given ſome 
n-Janſwer to the Enquiry why, or whence it 1s 
1-Jthat he is ſo ignorant of it? and ſeeing it 1s 
n becauſe it hath ſo overſpread him, 
|[}Nothing could be more genuine and pro- 
's [per to the precedent diſcourſe, then to 
': [mind you, that (in is extreamely dangerous 
e Ito ſuch whoſe excellency is ro know more 
e Jthen others. Nothing ſhould bee a more 
* "Mm | rouſing 
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rouſing and awakening | 
ſuch an Andience then this, would you | 
content to ſpend your time, to waſt yout 
ſtrength, ro lay out your moneyes, to dif 


G conſideration tfqr 


apoint the hopes ot the Church, to ſaddetf jc 
the hearts of your friends, to breake rhy'fi 
hearts and ſhorten the life of Parents, td n 
Sratifie the Divell, diſhonour God, ang p. 
lole your own foule for ever? Scholar a 


would you be 


thus 


contented? I anff ir 


perſwaded betrer of you, and therefor] 1; 
hope to prevaile on ſome of you, to caſt off d 
fin, and to make halt foto do, becauſe it ff © 
an evill which directly leads to a diſappointy { 
ment of you in your profeſſed aimes,in your v 
principall end, and in your peculiar excebſ y 


lency; you are Scholars, and you profeſſed 
ly aume at knowledge, therefore you came 
Inther; you profeſle to aime at the beſt 
knowledge too, therefore you ſpend you! 
tim? in comparing the ſeverall pretencs 
which are made, that you may find ou 
which are * a»v7624; 5 Ld Sorvus prac, (4 
the Apoſtle calls all knowledge , which # 
not an efie& of Goſpell light, and uſefull 
Goſpell ends) and that on this diſcover 
you may make the wiſelt choice, that yolſ 
may avoid thoſe which are woporic, aft 


employ 


\ 
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1 Ferploy your thoughts on the more excel- _ 3 
2 bY lenc way,yviz.on the excellency of the know- Fbit. 3.8 * 
'oul ledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Now it is  =# | 
diff Gn alone which will diſappoint, it is ſin a- _ 
(detf Jone thar will befoole you, for this onely at 
rig firſt did, this onely now doth, obſcure the 
» i mind, 1nfatuate rhe judgment, and delude 
ang poor miſtaken mortalls ro the embraces of 
lar an empty ſhaddow ot knowledge. Believe 
any it Sirs, for at laſt it will appeare, that the 
ord largeſt extended knowledge of afinner un- 
Of der the power of fin (however he may boat 
t if of 1t, as the fruir of a long and diligent 
nty ſearch) is but the longer ſhaddow of one, 
ou who lives in a vicinity to the Sphere, in 
cel} which the Sun of righreouſneſſe ſhines glo- 
riouſly, and enlightens others, whileſt no 
F more |:1ght ſhines on him, then ſerves to 
_ caſt the ſhaddow , and this, becauſe his 
q eſpouſed fins keep him at a diſtance irom 
'69 the true light. The farther we are from the 
ou Sun, the greater ſhaddow we calt, bur the 
W leſſer we ſee, ſo the more we are diſtant 


1 i from God ſhining on us in the face of 
| 19]-Chriſt, The greater ſhaddow of knowledge 


Cc 


| we may ſeem to ca{t, but really we fee fo 
'oF much the leſſe, our knowledge is {till but a 
nQſhaddoyw, darke, and vaine, onely fitted to 
me 2: ſeduce, 


- | 
4 
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ſeduce; and make us loſe our -waies , likeFn\ 
darke and miſty day to a traveller, one 
fitted to encreaſe our ſorrow and vexationf 
like an empty ciſterne to a thirſty travelle 
in a tedious drousht and heat. If you 
be Scholars indeed, and know much, andi 
you'l know with beſt knowledge too, yol 
muſt not be ſinn*rs, 1.e, notlive to this fin. We 
vou' be thriving merchants in theſe intelFta 
lecuall creaſures, you muſt take heed yo 

1, Crazenot your veſſell, and make i 
unfic for ſolong a voyage, as you are top 
mae. | 

2 Clogge it not, and make 1t faile flow! 
your greatelt ſpeed will be too little. =P" 

3. Straighten ir nor, and make it capaF! 
ble ot holding lictle, when you come to ladeſ** 
it, ſo you mutt take heed of fin. It crazethyſ' 
and weakens, tt clogges and retards, it ſtraÞ* 
renech and contracts the underſtandingÞ® 
This dangerous maligniry of ſin ſhould, and 
I hope it will provoke you to abhorre it; £ 
you ſhall ſee fartheſt in a cleare and faireÞ* 
day. Let your daies be cleare from theÞ®® 
black ciouds of ſin , and you ſhall ſee what] 

. others cannot | w\c 
210 the belt improved naturall parts can 
not di{cover the ſinfulneiſe of that natureP 


\ in 
\ 
ow; Y 
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ikefja which Luſt dwelleth: Then ſee the certaine =. HP J 
nelje:d inevitable miſery of the naturall man, zo man's © 
tionſÞow well ſcever he. may be acccmpliſhed with inevitable + 
ellaprternall and common | endowments. If you ruive and | 
zouFwould ſuppoſe him ro know as much as all 7 0 1 
nd ifthe Philoſophers did, and it you adde to _ know | 
yolSlhis all the knowledge of theſe carnall men, his danger 
. Iſvho have now, or ever had a forme of knows and diſcaſe, 
teledge in the Law, and ſuppoſe all this cen- 
youſering in the breaſt of one man, yet this 
e i942 (without a ſpirituall favirg illuminati- 
> toon from the holy Ghoſt) world remaine 1n- 
$o:tably miſcrable (becaufe unacquainted 
»:P0ith his finfull ſtate) 4 dying man, as much 
£i:boxt hope of recovery, as he 4s without ſenſe 
pP his diſeaſe. And this miſery appeares in 
that ſuch a one 
th, I. 4s now obnoxious to wrath, and lyable T1. 
ai che juſt ſentence of God, but knowes nor, or A naturall 
ngon/iders it not. fe is guilty before God,” _— 
ndPur believes it-nor: he is in danger of Hell,,,,, 6. 
eady to drop into the lake of fire, and ſees pncws is 


-elÞ0t his danger: he conſiders not that a weak, no, 


+ lingle thread of life already ſcorch't, and 
aoÞbar hath felc che fire, is the ſureſt hold he 
Jet hath to keep him out of unſpeakable 
cry. Nay he never will believe this, for 
re&J8 cannot giſcgyer his fin , which hath 


brought 
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brought him into this condition: and if 
cy (preventing mercy) ao xt give him: 
fight of it here, (tumely) for his eſcape, N at 
rall and Improved parts cannot before ut be wi 
late to hope for an eſcape. It you know 
traitour guilty of a piece of treaſon again 

a Kins, who can convict him, who will at 
reſt, arraigne, and condemne him, at 
then execute the ſentence; .and yet thi 
man all this while ſecure and careleſſe, ne 
ther able to diſcover his danger by himſelf 
nor willing to ſee, and believe it diſcovert 
by another: would you not conclude him 
loſt man, without recovery? There's bot 
the vileneſſe, and uncleanenefle of treaſon 
and the guilt andobnoxiouſneſle of it unt 
puniſhment, radicated in our natures, ati 
we are to anſwer it toa King, who knowt 
the heart, and can corvinte ns; who rules t 
world, and will judre us, who proceeds with j 
ſtice, and muſt coademne «us; who govern 
che world i» #rmth, and doth execnte hu (e8 

- »Fence: for his Government is no ſcare-crow 
but a reall one; no ſcenicall Pageantry,but 
ſolid conſtituted regiment, in which alli 
judgments are truly and really executed 
And how then can ſuch eſcape the conde 
nation of this judge, or the FxeFuſion © "1 
Los 


Foo rep, Bo = we wy oy wet fp en oe 5 4 — a = == Sg —=u0rY"2N 


8 The Natarall man's Blindneſſe. 143 I 


this ſentence? Farther yet . 
2. This Naturall man in his beſt Impro- 2, Naz- 
ved abilities is inevitably miſerable- it left rall manige 
to himſelfe , becauſe this nndiſcerncd ſinfull *97aut of - 2 
ALD arwcoa dim A OE - this fin, adds © 
owg n4ture 55 ſtill proceeding to farther wickean:ſſe, fa wo fag I 
ainlf ever adding ſin to fin, and the wan is Mut runs fare | 
1 atþ ſenſible of it: like a man that blowes thefire, ther ins * 
inf which burnes the houſe over his head int , aud | 
- rh ſtead of quenching it, enragerh it: Nor Z_ bu * 
nat a {mall degree of unhappineſle at this pre-(* ſe. 


fent, But the time will come, when it will 
be found in truth the ſaddett unhappineſſe 
img of the grofſeſt ſelte murderer; it you ſhould 
horlf fee a poor diſtracted man ſtabbing bimſelfe, 
Conf or cutting himfelfe with ſwords, and laying 
ani} at ſuch as offer their skill and paines to cure 
inf] bim: what would you ſuppoſe were like to 
x4 be the end of this man? would you not give 
- tþ& fm over for a loſt man? what hope could 
þ 184 you have that he might be preſerved? And 
rn this is direRtly the caſe of the belt Improved 
g naturall man, who not ſeeing his full fate, 
g nor knowing his full inclizations, doth 
ut {ecurely reſt i» the oe, and unceſſintly fol- 
lt ſow the orhcr. © Needs muſt he dye, who 
red flies in the face of his Phyſitian; and bett 
:improved naturall men never yet acted 
1 ore ſoberly and orderly to their own fate- 
this _ 
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periiugct- 
| ouſly 
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ty, they know not the miſery of their ſtat 
yetare adding to it, and thisin a word F' 
3. With more pcrtinacionſn:ſſe then othe 
min, with more reſolvea, fixed, and ſober maaf®! 
neſſe, ſuch do cum rations inſanire. Poop! 
men! they take themſelves (and ſeem t® 
others) to be the men, whoſe ſtate ſhoulq#®! 
deſerve admiration, not need pitty , whaſ<a 
ſhould rather be our Patternes for our im: 
tation, then objects of our compaſlion; and 
thence it is they are fortified againſt rhoſ 
convincing Demonſtrations, which conque 
others, but ſcarce ſhake them. He is ineyt 
tably loit, whoſe Improvemements do ren: 
der him more obſtinate in his oppoſition to 
his own ſafery, this is rhe caſe of a Natur: 
man in his higheſt Improved naturalls with: 
out grace. The more theſe unſanctified ac 
compliſhments are increaſed in him , thi” 
more firmely he bottomes himſelfe upon 
them, and ſtands out againſt renewing 
Srace. It is a worke {.r omnipotence to convent 
any, but it is aworke buth of omnipotence ank 
enfinite wiſdome to convert an Improved mani : 
&r a Scholar, Grace ſeemes to conquer aliſ* 
Tgnorant ſinner only by Power, a Powell 
full gh ſhines on the underſtanding, ar 
he receives the light, a powerfull heat fi 
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"n the hard heart, end melts it, a Powerſull 


Þand then frames the hearr to a righr 


the 


LT . 
>oinner, an improved naturall man, ſeems 


ould, wichour any long, rationall, or ſubtile 
liſpure againſt the worke: bur a learned 


n r($0 pur grace to an exerting; as well its wiſe- 
Wome, as it's power for ſubduing him. He is 
ready to oppoſe, and diſpute every beame 


f light, ro harden himleite againſt every 


Woftning conſiceration, inall which through 


is Ignorance he is wiſe and crafry ro un- 


| loe himſelte, bis carnall wiidome fo diſpo- 
King bis oppoſition, that his pertinacy ſeems 


who doth not apprehend he needs the good 
4 1 be defireth. Deſire ſcemeth the firſt -borne of 


to him a well ordered and rationall con- 
ancy to his principles, 


0 3. 1f che be't improved naturall man Inform; 
cannot diſcover his finſull ſtate, as bath $9 
Jdeen already proved, Then it carrnot be, that z,,,, uu 
lhe ſhould diſpoſe himſelfe to deſire, ſeth, or diſpoſe 
jrize Chriſt and that grace which ts diſpenſed themſelves 

- {fin the Goſpel. He can neyer ſtrongly deſire, *9 {<> and  * 


prize 
Chriff, 


anithe needy and apprehenſine ſoule. When a 
agnortally ſick man is faſt aſleep, though he 
ed a Phyſitian, yet he defirerh him nor, 
Fdecauſe he is not apprehenſive of his need. 


\ 
"_ 
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The poor man who knowes his debts, -and 
; L what 
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what he needs to pay them bath ſtrong 
deſires of a ſurety ſufficient to prevent I 
Impriſonment, and theſe defires are pan 
portioned to his apprehended need. No; 
{oitis, that owr ſinfulneſſe 15 the reall grouſe 
of our need of Chriſt, and grace, our knowleagy 
of ths ſinfulniſſe 1s the immegiate ground hn; 
ear defire: we therefore need him, becaufſh 
we are finfull, we therefore delire him, by; 
cauſe we know we are {intull. Now whe % 
we cannot come to a due and right knowſuc 
ledge of our {infulneſſe, it is not poſlible le 
ſhould come to a right or due deſire 
Chrilt, who is pretious onely to the ſou 
that needs, and is ſenſible he neederh gra 
Whence it 1s that the ſpirit of God in dray 
ingthe {inner to cloſe with Chriſt, dot 
ſtill manifeſt and exert his power in 1llum 
nating and conyircing the ſoule. Al! tra 
aeferes of Grace are wrought in the ſeule by tl 
ſpirit of Ged, ſhewing, ard clearing it up to 
that we need grace. the bett Improvgi: 
naturall man cannot ſee how ſinfull he is, Yor 
cannot ſee how much he needeth a Jeſu 
and he never deſired him entirely and Shi 
nough, who knew not this. N;aman had lffmc 
ver delired to make a tryall what the Prfelj 
phet could do tor his recovery, if he _ 1 
CA. 
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ngSeen apprebenfive of his urgent neceſlity rg 
t the healed of his leproſy. That man who 
P!Knows not that his nature is diſpoſed and 
Naoſtands bent to deparr from (z0d, and to 
"ou8ave the way of holinefſe, cannot prepare 
lechimſelfe to ſeek atter that Grace which 
1d nay powerfuily change this finfull nature, 
caWhere is both a mcrall and natural impſſibie 
, illity init: a moral impoſſibility on this ac- 
rhet ount, that he beheves there is no need of 
noach a change. Now it is Morally impoſſi= 
le Whle that a man ſhould apprehend his condi- 
re Gon, ſuch, as needs no change, and yet di- 
ſouffpoſe himſelfe to the change of it. Indeed a 
ratzn may have wavering, unconſtant, and 
rafimperte&t apprebenſions that his tate is 
dndiflerently good, and there is no abſolute 
umeceſlity ot a change; yer thar it might be 
' tltecter if it were changed. And ſuch a man 
b) tay at once ſeeme content and perſwaded 
 Foffthat he needs not change, and yet attempt 
OVRit: but where a full, conſtant, and fixed ap- 
s, @prehenſion in the mind,that there is no need 
Jelitfr all to change, and that (ir is doubted by 
1d Shim) .the change will not better him, it is 
d orally impoſlible he ſhould diſpoſe him- 
Prfelfe to change it: which is the caſe of a well 
I ndproyed carnall man, whoſe apprehenſi- 
coy LA Ons 
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ons of his ſelfe ſufficiency and preſent p ® 
tect condition are fixed and conſtant: and 
though he deſires an addition of more «|; 
Srees of naturall excellencies, yet he is ur 
willing to that change, which now woul. 
alter the very nature of them, and makg,. 
his carnall wiſdome, ſpirituall, his commoh, 
rationail perteCtions, eſpeciall, ſaving co: 
verſion, his earthiy, worldly mind, Heavenjy, 
ly, and ſuited to the Goſpell. There 2s alſo þ, 
I aturall cannot, or Tmp:ſſibility im this thingy, 
A highly improved naturall man remaing, 
naturall ſtill, and ftandeth entirely bent ti 
ward this his naturali eſtate, much delighref ? 
n it, and fatisfied with it: and it & natural, . 
ly impoſſible that nature ſhiuld defire tht 
change which will d:ſiroy it: and fince fin hath. 
lo incorporated it ſelfe into pur nature; , 
that it iSin a ſenſe become natural} to uw, 
and we cannot favingly receive grace bi 
with the deſtruction of naturalized in, 
will be a truth thar it is naturally impoſl,. 
ble, that a naturall man, however well in. 
proved, ſhould diſpoſe himſelfe to a deſit '® 
of heart-changing and renewing gra 
Though the carnall mind know not its ned Y 
of Grace to deſire it, yer it knows there is} 
_ Contrariety in; grace to fin , to deſtroy 7} , 
| and 
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*$id therefore he oppoſeth it, as a man in a. 
PMtrenſy, through the violence of a fever: 
oth not know his need of ſuitable applica- 
5: ons to deſire them, yet may know the 
art, trouble, and bitterneſle of the appli- 
Hations to rage againſt them, and thruſt 
"Jem from him; or as we obſerve ir in chil- 
"Iren more frequently, the knowledge of 
cOnat ſenſible unpleaſantneſſe which is in 
po; phyſick maketh them ſtrongly diſlike it, ſo 
fo ie natarall man k#owes b t ſo much df 
LE” 2owes OY report jo MuCn 0 
. 6 he nature and Working of grace, (0 much of ap- 
w parent unpleaſantneſſe to the fleſh, as to reject 
bref” bat he knowes not ſo much of his own need, 
fs 7 arfire it. Nor can the Naturall man 
' riſe himſelfe ro an eſteeme of Chrift and 
* Grace through him; which appeares moſt 
od evidently from the conſideration of his utter 
Pnability co diſcover his need of Chriſt and 
Jerace. Need euhaunceth the price of every good 
\ $414 apprehended need, raiſeth our value of it. 
off Theſe two, ſexſe of want, and appr: heaſron of 
. [worth go hand in hand, equally increaling 
41n us; and when the former abateth, the 
_ #latter cannot but ſink alſo. How doth the 
Shungry Eſax prize a meane dinner, when 
[lis ſenſe is fo prevalent, that it ſuggelts a 
eceſlity of a preſent, ipeedy ſupply, or an 
inevita 


ne 
| 


an 4 
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inevitable cettaifnty of deaths; ſenſe of higor 
want raiſeth a contempuible diſh of Potraggpr 
to a value equall to his Birch-right. Projpr 
phane Eſa! How meanly wouldtt rhgin 
have thought of ſacha charity (in the mid{th 
deft of thy veniſon feaſt) at another time]m 
if thou mighteſt have had it of gift therſd 
thou wouldit not have accounted it wort{T! 
thine acceprarice: now in want upon fak]t 
thou thinkeſt it worth thy choicelt excellen}o 
cies: ſurely as each ſuppe abared ſomewhaſlo 
of his hunger, and the ſenſe of his need, {gf 
it abated his eſteeme and value of the pri 
chaſe, and the laſt of his diſh was leaſtdÞc 
valye to him. It is much ſo in all prefen be 
outward good we ſtand in need of, our uf 
of them abates our need, and this ſinks thi 
price of them. Now though the more wg 4 
have of Chriſt and grace, the more we pri 
them, and reaſonably may, juſtly ought td 
improve our value of them. In which reſpe{ 
there is a difference between our value « | 
exteruall, common good, which decreaſerh of f 
dinarily as our uſe of them is free, continu " 
ed, and full, and theſe ſpiritvall and heaven 
{y covds, whoſe value Improves upon thel 
uſe, and is raiſed as we are acquainted wit! 
them. The more free, continued, and full} 
| Our | 
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>f higour enjoyment of Chriſt is, and the Im- 
traggprovement of grace 1s, the more we ſhall 
Projprize them: but though here be a difference 
thogin the iſſue, or event of Enjoyment, yet 
midJthere is a very great likeneſſe and agree- 
timeſment between them in the motive and en- . 
thenſducement to value and eſteem- them. 

zort] Though the event of a tull meale, and the 
ſalſevent of a full communication of grace be 

llenjſo different, thar the hungry one filled 

wha loaths the ſweetneſſe of a honey combe, re- 

1, ff fuſerh and fleights it, whileſt the gracious 
par{foule ſo filled deſires more, and Pray's to 

zi de continued in this, or taken into fuller 

fenf danquerting roomes, and highly prizeth ſuch 

- uff farther ſpirituall feaſtings: yer both were 

thi induced by the ſame generall and common 

wo argument at firlt ro value, and prize theſe 

rid Ufferent Goods. An apprehenſion of our 

t td need, and a ſenſe of rhe fuitableneſlſe in 

red theſe to our need, raiſeth our eſteeme' of 

> of them.So that if belt improved parts cannot 

of] {ee fin, nor can they ſee their need of grace, 

nu nor the high value and price of Grace. 

24 4. If the naturall man with beſt Improve- Inform. 4. 
ei] ments and adyantages, ſhorr of ſaving re- 
ith, newing grace, cannot diſcover that myſtery 
fall Pfiniquity which dwells in his nature, The» ,annu puri. * 
ur þ- | cer- fy,and make © 


* 3% pe FS 
I 


higheft im- 


proved parts 7 
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” themſelucs certainly it is not a thing poſſible for hins bfffih« 
| really Holy. // bis naturall improved parts to purify and\w 
cleanſe himſelfe , to mak, himſelfe h:ly inthelju3 
efteeme , and judim: nt of the heart-ſearchnglm« 
God;when he hath done what he can (and uto 
may be done very much in our account)]m« 
yer {t1.i his worke 1s ſhort of effecting any[no 
true zeall holyneſſe,; fanctification and reno-|tre 
vation of {infull nature 1s the worke onelyſbe 
of one who is acquainted aright with his|z 
own heart which 1s to be cleanſed and them! 
word of God by which it 15 to be cleanſed; tri 
and it 1s his worke not originally, and prinsJ$e 
Cipally, as an efficient, firſt producing cauſeſn 
of it,for this is the ſpirit of God, powertully]m 
changins the heart, &continually promotingſan 
& carryins on the change to pertetion; yetyc 
it's the work alſo ofthe quickned, renewedſſo 
{oule, which havins received principles offit 
lite and a power to a ſpiritualiy doth co-ſro 
worke with the ſpirit to the perfecting of yc 
that holinetſe which is begun: in the tirſtÞgc 
mighty change of the heart, God givesa|w 
power, and actuares it to «the finiſhing offi 
this glorious worke. Through grace we are 
what we are; what we are of Saints, all tharyw 
beeing which we have as new creatures is}k 
the prodn& of a cauſe infinicely greater 
then: 


ee T0 
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» bfſthen the higheſt, and belt improved nature. 
ant|mproved parts may indeed, lop off fome 
; theſſaxuriant boughes, and cut off the outer- 
»ngmoit branches which would prove hurttfull 
dirfto himſelte, improved parts may bind up the 
nt)|more ſ{tragling branches, that chey ſhould 
any|not impede, and offend others and yet the 
no-Jtree will be ſtill corrupt and bring forth no 
elyſderter fruit chen what 1s the fruit of Scdowze 
bis|azd cluſt-r5 of Gomorrah,\t 1s not the neat tri- 
theſming of the thorne that will make it a figge- 
tree , the root and ſtock muſt be chan- 
rinsJSed, or it abides the ſame, and brings forth 
uſeſfruic like it ſelte: uſelefſe and corrupt veſſels 
il/y}mult have an other kind of cleanſing then 
ingfan outſide waſhing, or wipeing them, Tf 
yet]you did fee a man paintins a *epulchre, and 
vedJſo doing ſhould rell you he h:iped to make 
5 Ofit cleane, and fir tor another tenant then 
co-rottenneſſe, and dead mens bones, would 
of you nor ſ9one te'l him thar 1t he drew all rhe 
r{t8oodly colours that art could furniſh him 
$2[with, yer he would never be able to do this 
 offfince he either knowes not, or elſ2 Goth not 
are [coniider that there is urſeen” rottennetle 
athwithin , which muſt he caſt cur: He that 
; Þknowes not how ſinful! che frame of his 
Fpeart is,will not make it his butinefle to pu- 
riftie 
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rifie his heart, And ay unclean heart n:ve 
Jet was acconnted by a righteous judge con- 
fftent with holinſſe much leſſe can it b: a prin 
ceple of holineſſe: Now then 10 it 1s that af. 
ter all the paines a naturall well improved 
man hath raken in purfuance of his ſeeming 
holyneſle, there remaines in him an uncleane 
heart which 1s che ſpring of all his actions, 
and how can they be clean or holy then ? 


the method which Chriſt preſcribes JZar.11, 
33.is this to begin with that which is hidden 
from the natural! man, to make a bad heart 
Sood,and then a bad lite will be good. Un- 
rill this be done there will be no true real| 
holyneſſe, A/ the glorious appearances, an 
ont ſides without a renewed heart are in account 
of God n thing better then glittering ſins, fo 
farre then, as the naturall improved manis 
irom holyneſſe of heart ſo farre is he from 
truth of holineſſe , and fo farre as he is from 
knowins bis {infull heart, fo farre is he from 
purifying it, for cieanſing of the heart is that 


work which requireth a knowing of the 
heart in order to the cleanſing it. There 
ne ucr more ſanttity of h: art, th there ts kniow- 
fcap of the heart, though there 1s many timts 
more kn-wledgthen there 1s ſanttity: Now! 
*t be, (as hath been proved,) a worke grea 


EL] 


education by which a blameleſle morality 
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ter then a naturall improved man can do to 


| know, it 1s certainly a greater worke to pu- 


rify the heart then his beſt parts can either 
beginor ever finiſh , this wound mult be 
throughly ſearched ere it will be ſoundly cu- 


red, Natara!l men do but skin it over, when 


they have applyed all the healing playfters 
they can. ] beſeech you; Scholars (you are 
molt in danger to be decerved with this ſee- 
ming holynefſe)conſider this,your ripe parts, 
your advantages of learning, and education 
are not of rhemſelyes ſufficient to make you 
holy: but they may be dangerouſly managed 
by a deceirfull heart, and a malitious Devill 
to cheat you and make you rely on a broken 
reedwhich will afſuredly pierce you through 
inſtead of ſupporting you: I am perſwaded 
friends, who ever you are that either heare, 
or read the proofe and confirmation of the 
Dofrine , you believe it is atrath, and I 
doubt not, you do ſee how cloſely theſe ro 
are knit toreth:7, ignorance of our finfulln:ſſe 
and inabilitie to cleanſe our ſilves, as tancrance 
of the diſeaſe and inability to cure it: 1 there- 
fore deſire you bur to conſider ir, with this 
ſeaſ>nable admonition , that if thou who 
viewelt theſe lines art a man of parts, and 


hath 


great danger of concluding this to be.reall 
holyneſle, and ſufficient to the end thou 1n- 
rendeſt, and thy danger is che greater ſeeing 
thy parts and education make thy life come 
neerer and ſeeme liker to real} holyneſle: 
and it is hee cheates moſt unavoidably who 
doth counterfeit moſt exactly : the greater 
thy parts are, the better thy education is, if 
{till thou remaine carnall, the more artifict- 
ally thou mayelt play the hypocrite, and the 
more certainly deceive thy ſelſe, and aſſu- 
red[y thou doit fo, it thou wilt be thine own 
Phylician, and heale a ſpirituall diſeaſewith 
a courſe of Phyſick ſo diſproportioned to it, 
this diſeale hath ſeiſed rhe heart, it affeReth 
the molt inward, and vitall parts primarily, 
and it doth thence affe&t the outward parts 
the tongue indeed is affected, as appeares by 
the oaths,curſes, railings of ſome, by the laſ- 
civious,wanton, and unſavoury diſcourſe of 
others,che impertinent, vaine and unprofita- 
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hath been thy more conſtant courſe (ifthou]: 
art ſuch a one conſider ) thou art in very} 


ble words which we daily heare, ſo are all 
m: bers ofche body affe&ed with this diſeaſe, 
which the Apoſtle calls by the name of yeel- 


ILY Foe Weapuns of Hnri ghteo:ſneſſe 2 and fer= 


va;:ts unto ſin, yet the roote,and ſpring of it, 
is 


isin the moſt ſecret and inward of the man 


| which muſt be cured, or elſe we loſe gur la- 


bour as he certainly dorh whoſe fickneſle is 
ſeared in rhe vitall and inward parts, bur 
he uſerh one!y externall and outward applt- 
cation of medicines for his cure. 


their urrer inability of diſcovering it by the. 
belt improvement of parts, without renew 


I.Lift they attempt, aud fct upon the difcove- 


you would beware of that which 1s certain- 


tell you will be the end of your attempt) me 
thinks ſhould warne you of this, take heed 
of cencluding you have diſcovered 1t as 


you would take heed of beins miſtaken 
Ina matter of weight and moment: If you 
reſt upon it, and determine that you have 


| diſcoyered this when indeed you have not 


what an errour wiil you runne your foules 
INTO ? 
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ing grace, ſhall be a caution and Warning to - 
all but eſpecially to Schilars that they takeheed. © 


Uſe. 2. 


A ſecond uſe, of the Doctrine of naturall For Cauti- 
men's ignorance of their Gnfull nature and 


'7 


ry of this ſun by meere Naturall improvements, Cant, x. 

and lt they conclude they have made a diſco- wAnemps | 

very of it by ſuch: beware of the attempt as to diſs | 
ver or 

ly unfeiſeable in the courſe that is taken, a jou haves 

you would beware of venturing on an im- covered is = 

poſſibility; loſſe of labour (which 1 fore- 9 _ 


light, 


Oo 
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into? How dangerouſly will you deceivq/#4 
your {elves ? How inevitably do you un Pc 
doeyour ſelves ? 1t thou who readelt theſe «/ 
lines ſhould'it as cleerely ſee it proved to an 
thee that thou couldſt nor diſcover a falſe f- 
title from a true one, as it hath been proved th: 
thou can't noc diſcover a deſperately def (e/ 
ceitfull heart, a very ſinfull nature, would'(q up 
thou venture on a great purchaſe? and lay an 
out all rhy wealth on it ? and runne thq W* 
hazard of being deceived?*would'it rhou ex an 
amine the titie þy no better helpes then thy Te 
owne naturall wit and fagacity ? would" {f gr 
thou do ſo? 1 know thou would'{t not] th 
And yet wilt thourun this hazard? and ve dit 
ture all the happyn:ſſe thou cxpetliſt? and art Gi 
capable of thus ? deft thou dare to lay the ſtreſſq "E 
of thy etcrnall welfare on ſuch a foundation aq Wi 
zs ſure in nothins but to deceive thee! Ol 
A that all would, and 1 beſeech you'Scholary £0! 
(whoſe parts I highly prize and value whoſg #1 
danger in thisI partly know) that you wil far 
conſider a while. Can yea gee to Heaven Wi 
with unclean? hearts ? with finfull natures thi 
can any thing that 75 uncleane? or that defilet far 
enter there ? ſhall any who worketh iniquity £41 
awell in the holy hill? Aud hcw can ſuch ut thi 
cleane things as the nathrall heart enter > Houſfn 


ſhals F 


os 
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veaſpall that which defileth the whole life? that 
in| Pellzterh every aftion ? whoſe works 25 thing 
eſe] elſe bar to incrcaſe abominaticn? how ſhall thas 
to] dwell in his preſence who bateth ſm with anin- 
el finite hatred who knowes,and will judg, in anc- 
red] ther kind of manner thin new men judge them= 
de] (elves ? I conieſſe if God never would rip 
{*} up the breaſts of men, if he would never 


la 
h 


anatomize them, nor turne their inſtde out- 
ward, if he would never ſearch the heart, 
and try the reines, then might 1 bave ſpa- 
red this Admonition , for it were then no 
creat matter wherher men did enquire into 
themſelyes, or upon enquiry whether they 
diſcovered any thing, or not: But fince 


| God hath purpoſed to try, and diſcover the 
| very ſecrets of the heart, ſince his judgment 
A will beaccording to truth,(be our judgment 
| of our ſelves what it will) it is of higheſt 


concernment to us, that we proceed in judg- 
ing our ſelves ({o neere as, we can) by the 
ſame rule, and make the ſame diſcovery, 
which God will make when he judgeth. And 
this he never will, or can do who makes no 
farther enquiry then his beſt improved parts 
can diſcover, Ina word thou who makeit 


this enquiry, and reiteſt ſatisfyed in it, wilt 
ind thy ſelfe as farre miſta ken, as that ma- 


lefatour, 
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lefatour, who inthe priſon makes a ſleightÞu 
buſineſle of his felony, and examines it withÞn 
a voluntary hideins ot that which his judgqp: 
knowes and which 1s undoubredly enough 
ro hang him,and upon chis pronouncerh himg#/ 
ſelie guilcleſle. 'Tremble ar the thought 
of chat foul's amazement which here deFJh 
ceives it ſeife with iuch inſufficient ſearchg#p 
which relyeth on thus deceir, and finds thepd, 
Sreatneſle of it at la{t, when God diſcovergft 
it to him, that he's nor fit for an undefileger 
inheritance who bath io defiled a heart, andþ« 
uncleane nature: be not deceived thou mull; 
be cleanſed or eternally pe:1fh, 1t thou wil 


be cleanſed thou mult know thy unclean$1is 
neſle, and vilenefle, in other nianner thee 
yet any naturall, (chough imptoved ) maſſe 
ever knew upon enquirie into it by his beſifet 
Haturall abilities, and therefore as thou rtenfer 
dereſt the iſſue of thy ſoule, which will bqo1 
of eternail and infivice moment to thee, beſva 
ware of this light which cannot diſcoverſet! 
beware of reſiing in this partiall and falſqos 
knowleds which thou mayelt poſlibly getos 
by more refined naturals. Take heed rhyÞo1 
knowleds be no more then of the unreaſo 
nableneſſe of thy ſinfull frame, and motiÞp 
ons: endeavour to get a knowledg of rhguc 


ſpir irualh- 
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ishtirituall wickedneſſe of them, and ofrhact © 
withÞntrariery that a naturall heart hath in it 
149 JA ſpirituall law: Hell z fall of the knows 
ughtdg of ſ's unreaſunableneſſe, . and rhe way to 
1m$44 may be full of this knowledge too, and 1 
ghtgorld not thou ſhoulaſt reſt in that knowledge 
deFhich is not the dirett and certaine way to eſ- 
rchſipe he/!, take heed of reſting in that know- 
thepdg of this fin ro which the improvement 
vergf naturall parts may carry thee, in the ge- 
ilederall ,, whileſt thou do'ſt nor in particujar 
andfe how it intermixerh with every cuty, fo 
nuſſhat thou needelt grace to pardon and ac- 
wiltept it, and a mediatour to procure both: 
-an$isa dangerous miſtake which the naturall 
-heghan runnes bimſelfe into when he ſeeth nor 
maſſe iniquity which is in his duties when he 
beſſketh not how ſinfull he is in all his religious 
renfervices: it is a miſtake , that expoſerh him 
| bqo proud thoughts of himfelfe,and of his dntics, 
befhat excites him to reſt in himſelfe, that cau- 
verfeth him: to keep at greater diſtance fromChriff, 
alſqo undervalue pardoning mercy, and free grace, 
fo increaſe his ns (for reſting on duty res 
Sound's much to the encreaſe of ſin,) to ren- 
him hatefull in the account of God , who ts 
\Þ profeſſed enemy to every proud perſon: Now 
guch are the fruits of this knowledg we 
_ 3M En warne 


— 
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warneyou of, take heed of it. —_— 
2.T he we have very good eaſes to beware hi 


= 4 
2 


2, 


Caution, 2#ch we givero the judgment opinions of le 7 9 
Againſt 16 yed & improved men in this puint which neg, 
bing on the ,,y of thes whilſt naturall couldfully diſcon, , 


gop1n on of 


mer inibeir 41d 18 which they have ever beew prone to all, 
aſſertions Tance nature, and debaſe grace, in which thef 
co:6r2ry 19 have generally ſer the crowne on Nature; 
the expert head which they . admired, in the meagk 
ence of . . 
Saint , ad While robbing grace which they knew nd 
witneſſe of Me thinks 1 need not ſay much to adviſþ, 
Scripture. you in this, would any of you rely much gy 
the judgment of a boaſting ignoramuh, 
when thou art ſick thou adviteſt (not with, 
one that never did, or ever will be ableth 
find out that diſeaſe but) with one whok, 
known, either to bave already diſcovered 
or that 1s known to have skill fo as to 
it,ifany can, When thou travelleſt , nf, 
needeſt a guide,thou wilt not take him, thay, 
art ſure will miſlead thee, but cannot dire 
thee, it is no whit leſſe folly to reſt on thy 
opinion of thoſe learned men who ſpeake $, 
this without an experienced obſervatioh, 
of this fin in their hearts, it is of much ma, 
ment in this point that we have ſomewhhz 
of aſſurance, that the man is a Saint and rqy 
newed in the Spirit of his mind whoſe judgh, 
ment! 
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nent we take: concetning this; it is I hope 
> fully proved that guar meaſures of nnſanc- 
flea, fed learning and groſſe 1ynorance of this ſinne 
Pa) be b:th in the i perſon, that I do not: 
coWMeedinſiſt on farther proofe, I onely deſire 
*0 #00 nor to truſt to the opinions of them in 
| Uinatters they do not underſtand; Ido nor 
Kiflwade you from valuing them,and expreſ- 
NeWing . your value of them by giving.what is 
V Me to their opinions, in the things they are 
dvfearned in. But 1 warne you to:take heed, 
cn Shar. you do nor rely on their. judgment, 
mand opinions though ſeemingly backed with 
- Wirons probabilities, and reaſons in this and 
elther points: which are knownaright onely 
vhoſy a ſ:nifyec and regenerate ſoule; ' 'Ma-! 
ed ty of thoſe who have erred in this doetrine 
0 hve been men 'ot great parts and abilities, 
» Uſoare many of thoſe who at this day do mi- 
ke this whole. docrine and it-is ( beſide 
bat.we have faid allready) ro be accounted 

2 Chmong: the hidden things which are #orire- 

Ke Gpiated 25 the wiſe and prudent. For whether Mah.1 x, 

atFon referre the relative vm to the wbole 25+! 
 Mikhapter, or to the 2oth verſe, andrhoſe: 
WiShict follow onely: yer {till you'l find ahat' 
d r$t4 dorine of Repentance, and Remiflion 
SY [ins: the doQrine of Salvation, and redem- 
n—_—_ prion 


e 
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ption from wrath which we deſerve, frog 
fin under the power et which weare by ng 

_ ture: coveted the things here intendef 
And if repentance and the doctrine theret 
in irs full extent, and latitude be the conf 
prehenfive ſumme which is here aimed -aff 
and which is hidden from the wiſe, and pruf 
denr'then we have ground to beware hoy” 
farre we rely on the opinions and aflertionÞ' 
of theſe men, who cannot diſcover the trutÞn* 
which lyerh hidden under a vaile which $0 

I. Their impotence and inability haipe 
drawn over it,(they are nor able to diſcovg0 
it) I 

2. Their unwillingnefſe to know, ha 
brought on them (they are loth to be a(t 
quainted with it) ::f 

3 Judiciall blindnefſe hath drawn overt! 
(that they ſhall nor, becauſe they will nor) Pt 

It is ſafer much 'to heare the opinion (fc 

a faint experienced in his own heart, ani! 
well verſed 'in the Scriprure, touching thiſpf' 
then any of the learned naturall men, whiſthi 
are unacquainted with:the continuall oppoſCh 
ſition. cheir naturall hearts do make againlf 
the Law.of God: I bad rather heare a'ſfobjot 
dier who was not onely an eye witneſle; bij 
a-chiefe combatant give the Wo bn 0: 
—_ I fight 


} 
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rofſight, then one who- (though never ſo well 
 n&killed in the ſpeculative part of military 
deÞilcipline ) ſpeaks onely according to the 
regules of his art, 7/all rather truſt a conflitt= 
-onfſ#g ſole, and believe his relation, both that, 
1 -atfhere 7s ſuch an enemy, and that he is within 
prufs continually levying warre againſt us: then 
how! »/t the ſeeming a of learned men againſt 
rionſt,07 the determinations of thoſe who ſpeake 
ruthnely their ſpeculations. The ſeeing eye is 
- $0betrulted in the judgment of Colours, 
haiÞefore rhe - learned head which onely dif. 
oyv@ourleth over his blind ſtudies: the enlighr- 
ied ſoule fees what 1t reports and 1s to be 
haffrediced. The learned naturall man wan- 
e a(ſifth eyes to ſee and ſpeaks by heareſay whar 
, his ſinne is, the right knowleds of which is 
eriÞne of the things of the ſpirir of God, which 
x) Pe receiverh not, nor can he untill changed 
»n om naturall,to ſpirituall. 
.and.In a word the whole docrine of the crofſe 
rhqof Chriſt(i.e.) our deliverance fromſin, and 
whithe conſequents of ſinne, by the death of 
ppoſChriſt: The doctrine of our fall , and mi- 
ainfflery:of our ſinfulneſſe,and inability to good: 
obiefour reſtauration, and renovation,&c. are 
bifin the whole contexture of them accounted 


frhefe:l:n{[ſe by the wiſe among the Greeks and 
Sod "ad M 3 


wht: 3 os 


166: The Netarall man's Binanefe Þ - 
Zemes (i.e) by the choiceſt men for naturaſſte 
Parts, and the improvement of them, borfſhn 
within and without che Church, - And caſfde! 
tt beexpe&ted? that a man who thinks higwl 
ſeife a wiſe man ſhould ſtrictly enquire inf(ſtÞ« 
that, which he accounterh folly, or care ty 
have an inſight in any-part of that, which 4d 
eſteemes as much -below him and hiþe: 
thoughts, as a' foole .is below a wiſe-man 
and tolly it felfe, below excellent wiſedomg#® 
and underſtanding ?' if you would rhep 
chooſe you a maſter to teach you more-ful 
this dorine leave the Schooles of-Phariſegy/ 
Scribes, diſputers of this world(whoſe wil® 
dome God hath infatuated) and go to rhaWe 
convinced, humbled, and ſanctifyed ſoulgy® 
and aske him concerning it. - Scholars wholſ 
buſineſſe lies among the volumes'of writet 
whoſe various poſitions,and doQrines divif}t 
from the truth, as well as from each othal 
be you eſpecially adviſed to try, before you 
truſt, every thing you meet with in mer 
writings, which are accounted profound an 
learned; and be perſwaded to enquire whalj<c 
experience, (ariſing from the conflict bep® 
tween grace and corruption, between holyf< 
principles and remaining luſts, ) will informa 
you in this weighty truth ; Prize andM 
NH | | my keep: 1 


%. 
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affiiceptloſe ro the ſound Dodtrine which ho- 

otlineſſi and learning jointly improved have 

caſſveliveed to us trom-the Scriptures, and 

imwhict you may meet with up and downe in 

nithe writings of our Engliſh Practicall Di- 

e tgyinesyhom you may truit whiteſt you muſt 

1h —_ from others that are accounted more 
TWcarnag. ; 

anf 3» Then let it wot be a ſtumbling block tous, 3 , "- 

Yngfbet þ many men, of choiceſt parts, of higheſt Co 

hepmprocments,ao folittle regard,ſs little deſire, yen's 3 

ulend rx after: So little value, and eſteem flighirg © 

eal/anti7ing, and renewing orac*: take not angrace beg ! 
i{goffene art the thinnefle of learned men, that —_— 'S 

rhe coud nor towards —_—_— opened 6 
tf Sin and for uncleanneſſe to the houſe of = 
Mjudabh 1» to the inhabitants of jeruſalem , 

etgyere no ther reaſon at hand which might: 

;00Þe given;his which ariſerth from rheir 1gno-: 

1Jrance, anlunbeiiefe of the finfulneffe, and 

ggguncleannele of their nature were abun- 

xyaantly ſuffcient to ſatisfy us why they doe 

"490t throng after that Grace, which might 

jafſdeanſe, and purifie them. Why ſhouldeſlt 

zatou wander that blind' men walke up and 

jyl@owne n garments all over foule, and dirty 

mgſand never goe to the river where ' the 

night be waſhed? And why- ſhoulde 


thou wonder then,that blind ſouls, poſſdedps 1 
with opinion of their own purity, ant baiþe 
linetle; being ignorant of that maſſe o:corge 
ruption , which lyerh hiddenin their 1eanpt 
ſhould ſtand ar diſtance, farre off Tomfiu 
Chriit, and grace , which might clanſquai 
them. Thou wouldit not be offended © ſep: 
a company of deſperate fick perſons nſenfFpe 
ſible of their danger go by, and neithe: cal 
at, or g0 into the Phyſician's houſe :o bps. 
healed. This ſhould not (I am very onfier 
dent)bear thee off from going thy ſelfe 0 bacle 
healed ſince thou knowelt thy diſeaſe. Now 
then why ſhould it be a ſcandall ? ori difytac 
couragement to thee? becauſe few larne( 
men £0 to Chriſt, eſpecially now th:t thoypot: 
art warned ofit, and haſt heard thi;reaſogwh 
given thee; thou heareſt, that they cannadſls 
| ſeetheir need of Chriſt with the b-{ helpegwi 
of nature, and education , and thereforgan 
they keepe off from him. But »bſerveirgwc 
Who do more readily ? more ſpeedily cloſyth: 
with grace then theſe men when once theyſin 
are enlighrned and favingly convinced?{wi 
T think no men make more haſte to :he ciritht 
of refage then theſe men, when orce theall 
ſpirit of God doth convince them, mat ju! 
Tice purſues them, and when the caviRtionÞu 
is; 
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Tedpsfer home, ſo that they bave reall appre- 
hapenſions of their dangsr; and there is a 
:orpood reaſon for this haſte they make before 
earpthers viz: Uſually they have clearer, di- 
-omfincter, and deeper apprehenſions of their 
nſqtate,and condition then other men, and rhe 
 ſeepleerer and deeper our apprchenſions are the 
enpeedier our attempt will be to eſcape thoſe 
calllangers which we apprehend are likely to fall 
) be 45. Now there are two things which do 
nfiender - theſe men's apprehenſions more 
) bacleare and diſtin viz: 

lowſ'- 1. Greater meaſure of light ſhining into 
diffthe underitanding , and overpowring all 
nedjits falſe lights which the man (proud once 
hogfof his parts) 41d before fer up, for as a man 
ſogwho walk's by a weake, and glimmering 
nafſlight would refuſe that light for his guide 
pegwhich another that was wholy in darkneſle 
orgjand knew himſelfe ſo ro be in the darke, 
> itjwould readily embrace; ſo is ic here, many 
ofgthac have great parts and abilities ſhining 
ey{io them like ſtarres, or comets mm the night 
dfwill put off that weaker convincing light of 
4y{the truth, which one who findeth himſelte 
hejall benighred rejoycerh ro ſ-e chough but 
ua ftarre, the leaſt degree of light, and is con- 
ominced ſoundly; whereas more and ftronger 
=. - | lighr 
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light is needful} ro convince a learned finndſ[C 
throughiy and: ſavingly. Hence it 15 rhatÞan 
they fo much differ in ſo little eime in theirfth 
apprehenſions of impending danger, the nas|þ 
turall learned man had apprebenſuns of the ex+| us 
ecliency of his ſoule, of the power of a (God tal ar 
peniſh, of the great miſery aud unhappimſſey ot 
which the ſoule muſt needs lie under , if thiffic 
God proceed to puniſh: he eau diſcourſe of the w 
3n{upportable paine which  Immateriall ſowles| ſo 
endxre, this he can do upon maximes of Rea*Jne 
ſon, ſo that the man doth fee ſomewhat be+| P, 
fore the ſavings illumination of the ſpirit off af 
God doth enlighten him with a bercer light;] cc 
but ſo ſoone as this ſhines in upon him, hel w 
doth with the advantage which the orher| 
affords him, fee much more of theſe things, [to 
and his own danger: and accordingly ha-[w 
Keneth his eſcape from it. Thus acquired] & 
Improvements under a through worke ofar 
conviction haſten men from the danger]. 
they werein. Againe ne 
2. Improved parts lie uſually in a foule|pe 
that 1s of ſarger and vaſter capacity, ſo that} -: 
it ſooner receives much of fpirituall light, [ye 
and hath larger and more extenfive appre-|ar 
henſjons of the exceilency of Grace and{th 
' Mercy tn a Jeſus. And ſo upon throughh 
p _ Cons! 
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AFConvictions flyerh more ſpeedily to Chriſt, 
hat and riſech higher in it's value of Chriſt. So 
1eitf that it you needs will eye, and take example 
n4&| by learned men, then look on thoſe who are 
ex] under a ſaving worke of the ſpirit of God, 
{ fof and judge by their apprehenſions and value 
ſeof Grace Now, what will be the apprehen- 
-itffions and value which the reſt ſo eniightned 
the will have of the fame grace: if you will re- 
ve] ſolve to weigh Grace in the ſcales of lear- 
exxIned and improved men, then borrow Sr: 
be-[ Paxl's ſcales and weights, which be uſed 
off after converſion , or under the worke of 
ht; conviction, and judge as he did of Grace, | 
hel when he had obreined mercy through exceeding ; rim, c 
1erf abundant grace in our Lord. When he came 14,15, : 
Ss,]to judge of things aright, and eſteemed 
1a-| what was once his gaine now to be l:ſſe and Phil. 3. 
ed] dnp for the excellency of feſw4 his Lord. There 
of Jare none can better eſteeme grace, then learned 
er | Saints, and yet none more vilify it then lear- 

ned :ngodly men , ſtumble not at theſe, but be 

le perſwaded to follow the other. 
at] 3.1f the beit improved parts cannot difco- te 3; 
1tfver the ſfinfulnefſe of our polluted natures, of Tryall. * 
e=Jand if there be ſo different a knowiedge of be ry thes > 
1dFthis in the regenerate and unregeneracc, 25 i 4 
Sh iwe have already endeavoured to —_ -f this fn he. | 
n=? 7 2 
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Then, 1 intreat you, ?ry what is 'your knowſhy 
ledge of the ſinfull nature you carry about youdype 
Put the Queſtion to your ſclves, Do I knmhyec 
thu tndwelling laſt as Paul knw it? 1f 1 mighthhir 
at any time preſſe this uſe, 1 may now, tot 
no men are ſo muchin danger of taking ajyh; 
falſe and inſufficient knowledge of this tor bf 
true and ſufficient, as are Scholars whoſml; 
know mich, as of other things ſo of thisÞpe 
alſo, in the ſpeculative part of it. And Ih 
know a deceirtull heart is apt to ſuggeſt toy: 
us ſcholars, that what we know of this isha« 
enough. But we muit not truſt our owngo1 
hearts much in this, or in any thing elſe offbr 
. weight and moment: and therefore 1 takeſthi 
the boidneſſe to renew my requeſt, to rein«| - 
force the advice to you ſcholars, try youths 
.- Knowledge. And 1 do this, (beſide the ſpot 
weighty conſiderations Equally obliging usÞay 
with others) on ſome more ſpeciall conſide- 
rations obliging us Scholars more .then o0-Þ: 
©  thers,andlintreate you to weigh them. 
"x. Gretter 1 You arein a more apparent danger of b:ng tab 
17--ohy deceived with a common ſuperficial knowledge 
6 - of thus then others are, whoſe imployments dv notfſhi 
, enzage them to a ſearch after all knowledge 
We are prone to aime at knowledge for itsÞ;-: 
own ſake,and think it enough that we know'!u/ 
Rk 1 though: 
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Wihough this knowledge have' no influence 
o#ggpon our heart and life; when we have attai- 
ed ſome knowledge of this, we baſte many 
Shtimes to the attainement of ſome farther 
totfinowledge; and ſo by an eager purſuit of 
S afar is not yer attained, we are in danger 
forþf contentins our ſelves with a generall ſpe- 
'hofmalarive knowledge of this, that we may 
hisÞpeed on to the diſcovery of other things, 
| Ybereas other men once getting a diſcoye- 
toy of this fin are uſually, ori may be more 
; isÞacent, and dwell longer on the. contidera- 
ynggon ofic. Many things make 'it more efie 
ofor us to be miſtaken 1n the knowledge of 
kethis: as m 
n-P'1, Proneſſe to. meaſure the knowledre of 
ut bs by that we have of other things,” which are 
heſier of ſuch weight and moment, and that 
usÞaye nor ſo much influence on- our foules in 
e- fe matters of grace and holyneſle:. - | 
0- Frequent temptations with which Satanfol+ 
Jo's 25; to render this knowledge unprofi- 
#7 fable, and uſelefſe ro us. If this doctrine be 
gewell underſtood: and ſoundly: preached, it 
ornakes the yery foundations of his King- 
7:Þome, therefore he will corrupt xt. . - 
9g 3. Precellence and greater meaſures of ſpe- 
wntatve knowleage, thin others have of it. A 
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174 The Natorall man's Blinameſe. - 
ſcholar is ableto diſcourſe more largely uſh=* 
the whole doctrine of it, perhaps than anof* 
ther, and tell you what apprehenſions theg 
then Philoſophers had of it, what doctrinal 
the Pelagians delivered in this matter, whaj* 
the Schoolmen, Remonſtrants, Sociniang 
Anabapriſts, or others teach concerning it; 
yet who knowes none of theſe, but only th 
naked truth of this doQtrine, and improve 
it to holineſle,, knoweth more truly ct 
{uch a learned ſcholar. 

4. A Scholars knowledge 1s uſually a ma 
common and general worke of the ſpir:t of Gul * 
in carrying hins on in his ordinary and profeſſed?" 
#ntendment of getting knowledo:; where 
in others,there 1s more of che ſpeciall work lay 
of the ſpirit of God, now it is more eaſfien}® 
miſtake under a common, then ſpeciail work 
of the ſpiric of God. 1p vel 
5-Farther-yet ſcholars may more eaſily miſi 
rake in their Knowledge of this then orhet| {| 
men,in regard they apprehend many times mon 
ffrength in the oppoſition men make to the truthj 
then indeed there z5, and fo do with lefſe cerfþ Pi 
cainty and with more wavering hold thi" 
eruth. Let vs then bring our knowledge iſ 
the tryall, leſt we certainly be deceiveſ® 
where we ſo caſily may be deceived. 
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obedience, and ſeeming purity. And who is 
{engaged in this with any competent mea« 
1ea{fure of knowledge to hide, or detend, or 
4excuſe himſelfe,is in one of the greateſt dan- 
ond gers of undoing bimſeife; is armed moſt un- 
4 bappily againſt convictions of the word and 
ſe parit of God, and is like to ſtand out againſt 
2a all meanes of a reall, heart, ſpiricualls and 
-kef faving change and ſancification. We may 
[0 all iikelyhood ſooner convince a pro- 
ro} phane, looſe, and wicked ſinner, that is as 
{yet ignorant of his ſinfulneſſe by nature, 
if} than we can a Morail, temperate, and ſober 
go) {(cholar, who. knows much of this with a 
mil ſpeculative knowledge , and ſuppreſleth 
4 much the working of this fin by his morall 
principles and advantages. Scholars who 
jg are outwardly blameleſſe, but not inward- 
Sly fancified, and who have ſomewhat of the 
«nowledse of this fin in thewr heads, but no-: 
bins of the experienced leart — 
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of itin their ſoules, - are the men moſt inFC; 
danger tolive and dye in a formall ſeeming] ſq, 
bolineſſe, in an outſide glorious ſhew, withvIzh; 
inſides full of corruption and rottenneſle; Þ;y, 
they are moſt in .danger to paſle among: 
men, and with themſelves for Saints, while[y,, 
there is nothing ar all of the faint in theirſch 
hearr, nor any thung. bur the hypocrite, andÞar 
painted Sepulcher 1n their life. Toxr dangerÞ}] ) 
z greater, let your ſearch be ftrifter then eth:rm 
men's. | | dc 

3 Try your knowledge of this, becauſe ith& 
i a truth of Generall influence on the heart and ge 
life of men: and either doth much promete their |w 
reall bolyneſſe, when it is rightly unfolded and[ bl 
fet home upon th:m, or elſe much impeae &- re*| & 
rarde it, when it is not rightly apprehended byl pe 
5, and unfelded to them, A learned may[ hi 
erring in this, endangers his hearers, and] te 
though 1 intend not particularly to inſiſt on} yy 
theſe dangers, yet thisI fay inthe generall;] ar 
Thar the preacher who hath no other - knowleage|| w 
of this ſin, then the Phariſees had, ſhall have nol (, 
better diſciples then they had. 1fyou would t: 
not then expoſe them to the dangerous mis| f; 
ſtakes of ſeeming holyneſle, of counterfeit n 
regeneration &c. look to it, and ſee that's, 
your knowledge be right in this particular f 
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{doth attend our errour in this, and the do- 
 #{Erines depending on it. What more dan- 
maferous and deſtrutive, then that errour 
cir which leads us from powerfull and irreſiſti- 
74[ ble Grace? then that which hath dire& ten- 
re*] dency to undervalue Grace? what more 
by| pernicious then that miſtake which leaves a 
ay] heart ſecretly corrupt and unholy? and 
nd] tends to the bindins up the ſoule under this 
on untill the heart-ſearching God diſcovers 
l,] and judges it? 7 5s a ſoule-damning erreur, 
gel which doth cuſnare. the ſoxle in a partial, ent- 
”} fide, aud inſufficient renovation. Now of fuch 
1d] tendency is this to cur perſons, and of ſuch 
as} fad conſequence will it be to others who 
28h-may poſlibly be hearers, blind leaders of the 
9 b/:nd untill both fall into the ditch , will be the 
8 L final and laſt iſſue of as, and cur follewers, if 
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we miſtake ſuch weighty Neefiey <erk + ; 


theſe are. : 
4.Conſfider next, if you have not cauſe td} k 


RN ExpeFet enquire and examine your knowledge of 
> eminence this, whether you had not need be mor, 4 


q before D 
= theys in ho 
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diligent by much then orhers, on account of,; 
more eminent and exemplary bolyw ſſe expeftedl,, 
from. you. en ao (and reaſon good they... 
ſhould ) expect more perfett and exatt bolyneſſ.;: 
from you then from others. You know morg* 
of your maſter's will then thev, you. xnowſj 
more of the excellency of holyneſle, youll. 
know. more of the reward to holyneſſe, youlſ 
know-more of the yileneſſe of fin, of tt: h 
unſuitableneſle of fin to your admired ane 
noble ſoule, and reaſon &c. cn theſe angI” 
many. other accounts it is expected thaffy 
you ſhould be more holy then others, Noyf;, 
ifyou miſtake in this doQrine, which rights ; 
ly underſtood hath notable influence og | 
theſoule in order ro: exemplary holyneſſe, ln 
you will certainly. fall farre ſhort, of youy | wi 
Duty, and your jriends expeCtation.. Now 
an ingenious ſpirit 1s very ſolicitous nor. rg 
fall ſhort of his ſriends rationall and jul 
hopes,,.1 ſpeak to. many ſuchnow I hope; 
ti:erefore 1 promiſe my ſelfe of you a Terk 
ous tryall of this, 
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Phe Nmrall mays Blindneſſe: o)9 
" 45. Laſtly thatT may perſwade you ro.try 5. _ 
 Jronfider your knowledge miſtaken through Miſt avs IJ 
& Bart of duc tryall and examinatien, will he an —__ - 4 
Midvantage which Satan and your ou corrupt fill andde © 
ory arts will take, and improve to further hard- no rat 3 

$ning 10u in in, and eſtranging you from. con” Fi mil. 2 

6 ew Slaken lencke bs will not re- iſe = by © 

Imnaine a thing of indifferent nature, but it | 
fill eventually prove a great ; 

'T 1. Embo!duing you' to* ch:rifh and foſter x, Embold3 * 

thoſe thoughts, that frame of heart, © which ning us u0 
YOU porld be mortified avdſubdued, and the Di- 6: 
YOByell will be eyer animating you to venture - 4 
Þ far, as your doubts or miſtaken know- 
inYkdgecan ſuggeſt you, poſſibly may venture, 2 
and 2. Beſide the Devell will improve your mi- Enabling 4 
hag ftaken knowledge in this paint to a Craftimeſſe _ —_ 
ow gd ſubtlety of mmproving this ſin, under 4 ſons, and [3 E 
ny pretence and colour of- NnoCency and fintefſe improve 


pleaſing or humourins our naturall deſires; b#. 


ſl we: muſt not negleR the ſearch after one, 
OL {who lurkes in our family, and cannot bur 
OWFcutour-thtoats, if we ſuffer him under :any 
I lfoniſe whatever, this old man miſtaken 
PYwyl murder ſonles, therefore &c.” Try whe- 
*"WMher you have diſcovered him, be dikgent in 
"he rryall of your knowledge concerning 
fk four finfull natures. But you will enguire, 
"8 N2 how 
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how may we diſcerne the nature of the. 
knowledge we have of this fin? How may F 
we find whether our knowledge be true 
right, and ſuch as the enlightned foule, ſuch? 
as St Paal, had? well then, hoping thou who 
to enquirelt art in good earneſt, I will ref; 
ferre'thee to the differences which are af{ 4 
ſigned already, by which thou mayeſt knowſ.. 
what kind of knowledge the unregenerateþ.. 
hath of this ſin, and what the regenerate E: 
man-hath, and then comparing thy knows ke 
ledge with thoſe differences, thou' mayeſh,. 
moſt certainly judge what thy knowledgg| 
1s. Conſider, is it a ſpiritual kycwledge?cantt 4 
thou diſcerne the ſpiritual iquity, as well*; 
as the wnrea(orable iniquity of thy Gnfull na þ 
ture? Canſt thou make out the ſinfulneſſe oe. 
thy nature, and prove it by Practicall at; 
experienced premiſes? Canſt thou diſcernt ''F 
how it intermixerth it ſelfe with all thy duf 
ties? gdolt chou really fee” this? .canſt tholſs. 
beartily grieve for thy {intull nature? dc y' 
thon ſee reall cauſe of humbling thy ſouſt A 
for this? canſt thou fer chy ſelfe with alt ely-” 
ſoule to oppoſe this-fin? canſt thou ſpend? 
thy time, and lay out thy paines to thrdlf®* 
him out of doors, which will - (in ſpite) 
thee) keep poſſeſſion, untill che houfe' WW 
= | WA pul f þ - 
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--.rWulled down? Doth thy knowledge of this + 
Apawelling luſt provoke thee to hate and de- - 
roefeit it? canſt thou truly ſay, thou doſt lpath 
<> (Dat it is that which thou canſt not on 
pany account be reconciled ro? And tell me 
| x6 /#Þat are thy affe&tions to that holy law 
of yhich forbids this fin? doeft thou heartily 
og} brace that commandement which prohi- 
racelpits thy ſoule, leſt it ſhould fulfill che inor- 
.: Flinate deſires of this luſt? or couldelt thou 
wiſh there were no law to forbid thee? con- 
«fer what certainty thou haſt in thy know- 
y = doe? doſt thou waver, orgFt thou faxed 
| thy judgment? and ſeeſt what all the 
g[proud world will not ſee or beljeve? doſt 
F*Jthou as St. Paul, ſee another law in thy men- 
Mlkrs? and is this ſeeing thy believing? An- 
"ol ter theſe Queries in ſingleneſſe of heart, 
r [atid do not either deceive us, or flatter thy 
4: elfe, and chou mayelt come to know what 
rlthy knowledge is of this finfull frame of 
ſ;feart. For farther examination, I referre 
|. You to the peruſall of thoſe differencing and 
i diſtinguiſhing notes laid down already, to 4 
-4-which 1 will adde two or three more now, x. Norte of! 
; $. Firſt, Obſerve what tcndency thy knowledge k —_— f 
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W-ath to the advancement of Grace, to the exal- thy, advatis, 
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|. 2 Note. 
| Right 
; Tntwledge 


Lyeljes ow and ſubdue thy ſtrong liſts? It thy Knowledge: 
H | | am 


fins free and powerfull Grace; or what tendendf 
7 > tanto pregrarie rd Grace, by this | 
thou mayeft give a good Gheſle at rhy} 
knowledge; ſo muchas tn it is working to: 
the exalting of Grace, ſo much there 1s off 
the true and right kind of knowledge, the 
more thou giveſt of glory to the grace off 
Chrift, ' the more thou demonſtrateſt thy 
thorough acquaintance with rhy finfull 
nature. Doeſt chou with Pal ſee cauſe to 
praife God through Jeſus Chriſt, for ſertinp 
thee ftee from this ſpirituall bondage? doeft] 
thou ſee thy Mncleane nature with an eye 
winch prizeth and valueth that Grace i; 
which hatin parc already, and -will in full , 
and perfe& manner ere long cleanſe thee | 
The leper under the Law never knew hi y 
leprofie aright, untill this knowledge made] a 
him ſeek the remedy for cleanſing, and] q 
thankiull chat he was cleanſed from it. So[ 
ikewiſe it is never right Knowledge of our] 
fpirituall leprofie, untill it tend to an apply-[' d 
ing our ſelves to Grace for healing it, and}, 
end in admiration and praiſe of Grace, that | 
weare healed. Eo '% 
2. Next look well whither doth thy knows « 
ledge ſend thee for power and ſtrength to oppoſe ; 
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uo of thy ſinfull nature be ſuch, chat ir doth ITO A 
25x convince thee of thine inability ro-conquer,,,, Luft. : 
4 thy hits, of. thine inſufficiency to perfe&t 
any 500d change wrought in thee, it isa 
very good figne thy Knowledge is a right, 
and fufficien: Knowledge of this Luſt. And 
if this conviction tend to a ſerious applicari- 
on 0: thy ſoule to Chriſt, for a preſent ſup- 
ply of ſtrengrth.to oppole it; thou mayelt 
furely conclude, that thou knoweſt more, 
then any unregenerate man in the world 
doth, of this ſin: for if heſcan truly ſay, chat 
he ſees a diſcloſure of: ſo much ſinjulnef{e 
Cl in man's nature, that he concludes man can- 
full} not conquer it's power, Yyet he never ſee- 
ef keth, or goeth to Chri't for ſtrength, hy 
tis} which he may conquer it; bur a!l his arremprs 
ad] are made in his own ſtrength Now then 
nd} dale truly and fairhfully with thy own 
9 ſoule, and conſider whoſe ftrengyþ thou u- 
ul feſt, andin what power thou hopeft ro ſfub- 
Y-[- due thy luſts: for by this it may appeare 4 
1d}. what thy Knowledge is. ».Note. 4 
at Thirdly, thou mayeſt.know, whicher thy True #izb# 
| Knowledge be right, by obſerving what keowJelge* 
| courſe and method it puts thee upon ih ord-r to Go 4. 
| | __ ce rivht © 
: a bol y and blamel:ſſe CO Ver as Me. How -doth meabed of 
& it direct chee tn order £9 A _ ””- {ubduingt 
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134 The Natuvall man's Blindinefes | 
crucifying thy hiſts and ſins. True and nghtp#, 
Knowledge of this luſt doth incline andſiec 
guide the ſoule, to ſer to a worke of refor-Jtrs 
mins the ſole firſt, Who knowes the un- thi 
cleaneneſſe of the ſtreames arightr, andIpe! 
would cleanſe them, ſer's to the cleanſing ofÞwl 
the fountaine firſt, and who hath :ightjan 

knowledge of a diſeaſe, endeavours acureſwl 
by taking away the cauſe of it. Well then, JO 
tell me, doeſt thou know thar this ſinfull na-]kn 
ture is the cauſe of all thy ſinfulneſſe in thy be 
life? doeſt thou then ſee thoſe polluted kn 
ſtreames do run from this polluted foun- Jhis 
taine? Perhaps thou wilt ſay yes, (and with [ha 
truth enough to0,)but man (tell me) in thy J8: 
attemPts to cut off theſe ſtreames, to re-{tot 
jorme and purifie rhis life, where haſt thou ſclc 
begun? halt thou cleanſed the ſpring? He ea 
that begins not ſantlification 1 the heaxg, [$e 
krows not aright the finfulniſſe of hitnature. th 
4. Right knowleage of our finfulneſſe will [ms 
| 4. Note AWates account it, an argravatation of every 
| Right #3. If thou knowelt this ſin aright, thou 
onlcdge wilt ſee really a great deale of heinouſneſſe, {ful 
| .* 5p inexcuſableneſſe, and vileneſſe in every fn {of 
bas by 1þis, Which thou examineſt, on account of thy || 
; extreame {infull nature. Conſider then with JG: 
- * . Davids words inthy mouth 7 was conceived. 
in 


an'ſt-rhou(as he did) | 

ggravates thy particular 
Yr-Jtranſgreſſions ? how it add's weight: to 
n-ſthe?rhis make's the voluntary ,delighrful,per 
ndſpetuall?chis makes-them ſtroger,& enraged, 
offwhen: the holy law of God doth reſtraine 
hejand forbid them: Try then by theſe notes, 
rewho can truly, and experimencally anſwer 
n, ]to theſe queries, may certainly conclude his 
a-|xknowleds of indwelling luſt is a knowledge 
hy ſbetter and farre above,the higheſt degree of 
ed |knowleds in men meerly carnall, though of 
n- [higheſt improved parts. And here I might 
th [have adviſed them to give glory to tree 

y [grace which hath revealed this unto them 
e-Jtor fleſh and blood could not, and fo bave 
u {cloſed the Sermon, but then 1 feare, I ſhould. - 
1e [leave ſome A who would gladly 
+ {get a right knowledg of this ſinfull frame of 

their nature, and would be willing to ſee 


/! [more of it. For their ſakes I adde —_ 4: 1 
6 - LIIFLectiION 
y A fourth Vſe of Dire&{ton.  Dire&ie | 


u $ Tfrhou wouldelt get,and keep up 4 more ,;, p,- 
> {full and cleare knowledg of this {intull irame ,gyghly, aud? 
1. {of thy nature, then let it be thy care . 634 affett +5 
7 | Firſt, To ſtudy well the nature of the Law of #9) _ 2 
1 $ God, endeavour to know much of this perfett Mane. 
LB £4”, and then than wilt knw much of thy im- ou of Gods] 
3 | perfett Law, : 


"F) 
. 
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perfet? hear e Study th hly,and determi alt c 


cl-arely the maine Queſtions touching thelvf 
obitgatory power of the Law of God , byſ#%: 
which it bindech the very mind, and touteſ£ 
11 1ts habituall difpoſition,and firſt motions ,|4 
he that doth not itedfaſtly believe chat theſſ?? 
Law of God doth lay an engagement on the|zh 
inward frame,and bent of the heart will ne-|th 
ver {tedfaltly believe there is fo much wick-|Mm 
edneſl? in the frame of the mind, as he ſeerh} ar 
thereis, who hath well and clearely {tated| fa 
this point: 7: z the Law by which we have the| 
krowleds of fin, Rom. 3.20. (fo the Apoſtle] M 
aſſures us) when we know the juſt exrent| d: 
of the Law of God, we ,do diſcover the ex-|W 
tent of that Tuſt which is contrary to it,|lil 
and fo when we ſec rhe Law extends to the| it 
frame ot the heart,and firſt motions we ſhall] a« 
fee what finfulneſſe there is in both. When] fi 
we know the holyneſſe of the Law of God, | la 
we then ſhall diſcover the ſinfulneſſe, and | f 
vileneſſe of fin, of this fi: the known purity 

cf God's Law,will diſcloſe the unknown im- W 
puriry of fin, and lult. Study well the ſpi-J 
rituall nature of all the commands of God, P 
when the ſoul ſeeth(as Paz) that the Law is 18 
ſpirituall,it will alſo be able to fee the ſpirizÞ 
ruall wickedneſſe,which 1s in tuft chat is cons 
LraryÞs ' 
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tinetrary to it. And remember, in thy ſtudjing 
thelvf theſe points , that tho do not on:ly fore th 
by[head with demonſtrative arguments, that ” 
uleſLaw # this perfett in the extent, and holyneſſe 
ns.,|4nd ſpirituality of its precepts,but with d:men- 
theſſfrative arguments joyne alſo affecting motives, 
the| that may worke on thy heart, as well as informe 
ne-|thy h:ad. Want of thefe two, (1 periwade 
ck-| my ſelfe,) are the great cauſe (ar leaſt they 
>rh| are one great cauſe among others ) of the 
ed| ſad learned, ignorance and miſtake of great 
the| improved parts, For whuleſt learned men 
tle] miltake in the extent of the Law of God,and 
nt| determine that it bindeth no more then out- 
x-| ward aRs,or perfeRted,confented to,ard de- 
it,|-liberate Motions and purpoſes of the mind, 
he] it is impoſlible bur thar chey ſhould preſently 
all] acquir both the frame and firſt motions of 
en | finſull hearts, and pronounce them under no 
d. | law, therefore contrary to none, and there- 
d| fore not ſinfull. 
yh This 1s the grand fundamentall errour on 
1-| which the reſt are built,and which neceffari- 
ly induceth us into many, and great both 
| Practicall, and ſpeculative errours; This 
| is the 760m» 4:5.&- of the ſeverall learned 
i» erring men, and parties which ] have reck- 
| oned up in the confirmation of the Do- 
=_ eo ctrine; 
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dangerous errour and get a true right 
knowleds touching thy ſinfull nature, be 
diligent to underitand the truth, of the 
afficmarive ſtate, of that Quzſtion whether 
the inward, habituall, and ſecret frame of 
the heart, and che firſt, unformed, inde{ibe- 
ratz,and unconſented motions be,and ought 
to be under the Law of God ? to this adde 
the ſecond part of this direction y1iz: the 
affeting moving confiderations that worke 
upon the heart, the defe&. whereof , harh 
been the cauſe of the uſelefſe, and unprofi- 
table knowledg of this Lult in thoſe unrege- 
nerate learned men among us, .who bave 
\ bzen ſound intheir opinions, and determi- 
nations of this dotrine,and who have main- 
teined intheir diſputes che contrariety of the 
Narturall heart, and it's firſt motions to the 
boly Law of God, and conſequently rhe 
great ſinfuilnefſe of them, ſo thar they have 


been in part right in their knowledge, Even | 


ſo far asa ſpeculative judgment was to a, 
they have acted their parts aright; bur then 
they have failed in that other, which is the 
practicall part of this knowledge , which 


ſhould worke upon the affections,and heart, | 


and enchne rhe heart to cloſe with the Law 
of 


q 


Erine, if theretore thou wouldſt avoid afz: 


at 
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vt 


[bf God in oppoſition to the ſtirrings, and 


| and due knowledge of the ſinfulnefle of rhy Be dilgens , 


aings of this ſin;which ſhould engage the 
heart to love the Law,and to batethar finfull 
frame,thoſe finfull projets, and tendencies 
which are contrary to the Law. In a word 
then, right know:edg of this {infull nature 
conſiſts in ſuch a rhorough, full, and ade- 
quate, diſcovery of it, and its workings, to- 
ether with a hearty, affectionate, and weil 
Srounded diſlike ot it and oppoſition to it; 
the firſt part ofit thou wilt attaine by a tho- 
rough ſtudying of the ſpeculative part 
of the queſtion , touching rhe Law of God 
its nature and extent; The other part thou 
wilt get, by engagins the affectionate part 
of the ſoule, with choſe moying confiderati- 
ons which will perſwade thee to cloſe pra- 
Qically with the Law, as underſtood in'it's 
full extent. wy. 

2. If thou wouldeſt get,and keep a right 


Nature: Then be often, a:ligent, and hwmble in compa-. 
to), in comparing thy heart ana its tendencies ringuby , 
with the Law of Grd. Tet not thy ſelfe-ex- ad 
amination be onely raken up wirh the out- ;x,1;»arions 
ward, viſible part of thy life: ſhe may ap- with the - 
Peare neat and cleanly abroad who may Laws 7 


poihble be found a very ſlut at home, within hnown, 2 


doores: 


doores : follow thy ſelfe 1nto thine hea 
and- ſearch well the fecrets of thy ſoule g 
neicher be thou ſeldome in this worke, doe 
t Often, for there is danger in little inters 
miſlions of our watch, the waters hich 
Gilently glide from this fountaine will riſe} 
to an undiſcerned depth in a little nimeJ 
He that {e/Zome ſearchech. hardly ever come 
co a juſt ciicoyery of his heart: It is an} 
often repeated ſearch that is likelyeſt ro aiſ-PE 
cover 4 notorious cheate: and when tho P* 
rryeit be not negligent, and careleſle inir,} 
doit diligently, make it thy buſinefſe, and: 
then thou wilt fird wait now lies hidde : h 
out offight,a dangerous Fitulating rumour 
muit be fearched wich much Giligence, of : 
the chirurgion will never know either it's 
depth, or danger : This ſpirituall corrups le 
tion of our natures hath many, and ve i | 
Ceep pipes: and all our kill is lictle enough}. 
to find out its ſecret conveyance,and there 
fore in thy ſearch be nor flothfull, 
Neight. And remember to take bene 
alons with thee in the trya!l , for” pride will 
never be content to let the heart appeare 7 
it is, a proud man is never an upright judge 
of himſelfe, he ever accounterh himſelie bers 
ter in the ſcales, thea Þe is : whereas the” 
humble 
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mble man eicher Wy pon or wiſe= 


4 ooten himſelfe to be Cefective,and wan- 


1f8ng of weight. Whoſo hath gorten tuch 
Þrowlecs of the nature of God's Law, and 


h chus fear cb, ray hope, that, he ſhail in 
iſef gue time diicoyer this fintulneſle, which ap- 
nePcare '$in it's fruits,not all at once, bur ſome 
-egtime more, lomeume ietle, as provocauons, 
08nd opportunities fer 1t on worke. Now 
if ' frequent ſearch will ciicover it in this 
carhÞart Ofit: The enemy rbat makes his ex- 
urfions often mult be as oiren obſerved & 
watched: and it thou would*!t know him 
aſtbroughly thou mult not ſleep ſecurely and 
oy him make inroades upon thee at tus plea- 
wetlare. This fnfulnelle is wife and - 89 
2 doth not allwaies appeare in the fame 
pAgarbe in the ſame merthod,it varies it's man- 
Ef? er of Working , and thou mult enter rhe 
oh Wearch aftteric with witedome and diligence 
boch,or it will be too crafty, and ſubrile for 

© OL, L Y»> 
thee: The more various it is,the more Gli- 
$gea thon ought'it to be, and dex e with'this 
aſſes men doe with cunning cheaters , that 
D | ſhift their loegings , change chew habns, 
Salter their carriage ard Proteys like appeare. 
to You 1n a thouſand ſhapes, Keep your eyes 
a $or a ther follow them to their very lodgings, 


iclf 
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& retiring roomes, "6 do you —_ your eye 

diligent. in the watch of your f Gntull nature 
thar you may ſee it in it's retiring roomgus 
whereit prepares to Change it's ſhape. | 
Ven, that ſtand withkour, ſee not whalſWt 
baſe-fellow aR's the part ofa King on thn 
ftape, or how uncleane a villaine a& 's 70 ve 

ſeph's part, but he that goe's off the'ſtag 

and fee's them behind the courtaine in theilſf 

retiring place diſcover's all this, - {0 uy wy | 
by a diligent obſervance of this. ' | ; 

2. 3. Thirdly, if thou would'it gerand ke 

| Dire&ion more cleare apprehenſions, and knowledg Ict 
| Keep thy of the ſinfulneſſe of thy nature; | 7 hen b60 
| bears render carefull to get, and keep a tender heart. thayoe 


1 Fo ſoone feele's, and i eaſily 7 ved for þ; _ ﬀ” 


| With ſin az it beareth a contraritty to'the Law of God, ant 
£8 5 cortra» the hel yneſſe of his nature: what ever rhon dojer: 
es eſt, be ſure to take heed thy heart doe nogſ80 
169294 14% crow hard, and inſenſible, leaſt ir contra 
1 a a brawny and callous hardneſſe under finn i te 
it muſt be a conſiderable cuc that bring 
blood, or paineth a man 1n that part of biigyc 
body which is much hardned,, whereas ch 
leaſt ſcratch will draw blood-; and bringſ\cc 
Sriefe withitto one who bath a tender cull 
ricle. A hardned heart will not beſenſbl 
of fin, unleſſe it be ſome great-. one, whit 
wound' 


Hh deep, and then perhaps it may be 

Fomewhat ſenſible of it, but yer not duely 

effected with it. 

Nataralliſts tell us that thoſe creatures 

which are (xangiednauor are not fo perfet 

nd acutein their ſight, they cannor ſee fo 

vell and clearely. It 1s .moit undoubredly 

rue of the ſoule, that ſfoule which through 
6ifffin bath ir's eye either darkned, or thus af- Irradifecſe | 

R ed with dra lippitudine can never clear-/,""; ing 


be fight 


BY % oo " FORT "Ne" TW — he - - -_ Ws 
= þ / Natural man's pig eſſe, - 193 
e\ 
ay 
) 


Wy.and fully diſcover fin. Looke abroad in- Si Ph: 
egpſto the croud of men, who call themſelves born fume © 
eds IChriſtians, ſee how they differ in their ac- growing wn 
- count of ſin,proportionably cotheir different 9496. 

legrees of tenderneſle of heart: Reall Saints 


lnder a defect of this have(and I wonder nor 
anſſat it) fallen into a defect of judgment con- 
dogeerning the greatneſle offin, they have ac- 
ne ogcounted thata little fin, when their hearrs 
Fave been ſomewhat hardned which in a 
ef tender frame of ſpirit they more rightly 
oF ſteemed a great finne. And obſerve it, as 
tigyou have loſt of your tenderneſle, ſo your 
hFbn bath loſt of it's heinouſneſſe in your ac- 
DI þ ount: recovered backiliders among 'Saints 
ill beare me witneſſe to this truth. 
ÞTell me diddeft thou rightly ſee the grear 
infullnefle of an earthly mind ofa formall 
of 1 Q and 
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and hypocritical heart, of a careleſſe andljg 
looſe heart, of a vaine and fooliſhly wanton| 
heart? Diddeſt thou not think there wags|p 
leſſe evill in thetn when thy heart was ja 
ſomewhat hard, and had loſt of it's wontedlye 
tenderneſſe * How. hath thy boldneſſetaſth 
ſinne, and thoughts that it was bur a lirtleſer 
ſinne which thou art now about to commit;|en 
gotten ground on thee upon ſucha decay}ſh 
time was, when thou who art a tradeſma 

ſaweſt a great deale of {inne in a-lie, or equiyq | 
vocation to cheate , in a little roo mul}, 
Saine; Time was when thou who art alzh, 
Scholar ſaweſt a great deale of ſinne in miſ{gy 
pendins a day, or a few houres of thy timeggn 
what 1s now the cavſe thou doeſt not ſglfy 
judg? Is theſinne changed ? Or is the Lawſcq, 
changed ? No, but thou art changed, thoy Sir 
walt then of a tender frame of ſpirit , buifyh 
now haſt toll ir,and thence ir 1s thou ſo miſypr, 
Jjudgelt: once thou coulueſt not ſtep a Reghywin 
in thoſe rough and thorny waies bur'tholfdy: 
a1d'{t bleed, and ſmart tor it:why doeſt tholfir ; 
without ſenſe of ſmart now runne long iſto 
them? 1s not this the cauſe? thou haſt hargſro 
dened thy ſelfe in thcm, and canit not ſee 
the evill of them.- In a word our fight, anh 
knowledg of the finſy)neſle of our naturahril 
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ndis a knowleds of Spirituall ſenſe, and very 
on much reſemble's our Knowſeds which have 
Yas|by our bodily ſenſe in this, that due, and 
vasjuſt rendernefle is a very neceſſary,and con- 
edſyenient diſpoſition of the organ to diſcerne 
tithe object; ſo let our ſpirituall ſenſes be ex- 
tieſerciſed in judging of fin with this conveni- 
utylent diſpoſition in the faculty , and wee __ ; 
1yJſhall. certainly judge more rightly oft. DireQ.4. | 
nan 4. In order to which farther, take this as ®PP*ſhn»  » 

. ; | . . eſpecially  ? 
Via fourth direction, G:ve a vigerons oppeſetion berinthe | 
Cl to finne univerſally, and begin your oppoſztion at opoſition as 
 Ythe very firſt ſpring,and root of it, let no finne gainft firſt | 
ulJdwell peaceably in your ſonles, and let not {firings of 
negany ſin have a ſeaſon to grow, but cut it off? ® 
 {Mffo ſoone as it ſprouts forth; No man ever 
AWcame toa right knowledg of ſinne by indul- 
1Wsins it, for it {till appeareth other then 
bulwhat itis to him , who is unwilling to ſup- 
uldpreſſe it. As to the power, and itrength 
teffwith which it worketh, and as to the wiſe- 
1Wdome,policy wherein it contrive's it's works, 
108t is more then evident, that the beſt way 
Fo diſcover rhem is by oppoſeins our ſelves 
Fto'them ; the encounter of an enemy is a 
Fiteanes to draw forth his power, and craft 
which had otherwiſe lay hidden, And ir 
ml appeare alſo a very ſuitable, and congru= 
bs 2 TE Q 2 © 0802 
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ons way to diſcover both the ſinfulneſſe and theſy, 
guilt,the uncleaneſſe, and the danger of fuuneghg 
both in the branches and in the rootes of 16 
by a timely and vigorous oppoſition of ity, 
For whileſt we oppoſe it in the power ofthg,, 
ſpirit of God, and by the word which is holy 

and directeth us in an oppoſition, there 25 an 
tncreaſe both of an internal lightin the mind,G 

of an externall light in the word,the one as the; 
light of the eye which ſeeth the orher as thq,, 
light of the ſun by which it ſeeth, the foulegg,, 
neſle and blackneſſe offinne. The word and 
law enlighten the ſoule which before was ig, , 
the darke,and blind; and then the more thq,,, 
enlightened ſoule adheres to this word it * 
oppoſition to ſinne, the more it ſeerh of thq,,* 
purity of the word, and the vileneſſe offin ta 


There is in the word a native ficneſle to pro: of 
duce this effeR, and a kind of naturall con Ag 
nexion between theſe termes. Contrarit,, 
yluſtrare, and Ciſcloſe each other, and why, 
leſt wee lay the word of God- before (i 
commanding one thing and our finfulq, 
hearrs ſuggeſting an ocher, finne becomgh; 
inourſight exceedingly ſinfull, fo it did why, 
Paul, Rom.7.13. Beſide this, God doth delighfey, 
to diſcover how ſinfull a naturall heart is Mix. 
thoſe, who would really have  dliverandffs; 


— 


e. | TheNatorallman's Blinantfie, 197 
[ thef/118'is, and bleſſed them in this oppalition 
mexo this. end; and farther, thy oppolittion to 
ff ihe w;ll be a meanes to take off the temptation 
f ito like and plead for that which thou ſould'ſt, 
'thg,,, haſt not diſliked and oppoſed; and it is a 
10angerous temptation to overlooke ſome. 
{ Al;hat of evill in that we have done when it 
»Gzs done, ſince wee oppoſed it not when it 
Twas in doing; men would faine be found = 
tigor fo guilty , where they are ſure to bee nv 
Liefound ſomewhat guilty. Thou wilt be the 'A 
amore willing to ſee the {inſulneſle of a natu- 
S W211 heart, when thou ſo oppoſeſt it, becauſe 
the thy oppoſition to it make's it ceaſe to bg thine iu 
L 1, great meaſure, no more 1,but ſin that awelleth 
thg;, ”e,no more I, but Satan that take's advan- 
finſtave of a ſinfull heart, &&c. Thou who canſt, 
TT oppoſe fin vigorouſly, and heartily, needeſt 
OM nt be ſomnch aſhamed of it, and thou wilt the 
I more certainly diſcover that fully which thou 
VI may without ſhame, when another will not 
Ffif he could) becauſe he cannot but with 
ſhame. But why ſtay Ion theſe? Chri- 
WyRtian who ever thou art that heareſt or rea- 
Leſt theſe lines, tell me did{t thou ever ſee 
SF the finfulneſſe of thy heart propending to 


fin ſo clearely, as thou haſt upon a victory 
'Fover it? preſently after a ſtrong oppoſition 
UE | | 
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5. Dire. 

View it 
with a wee- . 
ping eye, *0 | 
mourning on, and [orrow for this ſinfull frame; though] | 


bart, 


diſcovery of that which is their proper 'ob} * 


193 The Naturall'maws*Blindniſe; 
to it? Ina word, either thy reſiſtance hachy9 
foiled ſin, then on ferious - view: of it;| n 
with all its circumſtances, thou haſt feenf a 
what vilenefle was in it; or if thy reſiſtance] £ 
hath failed of the ſucceſſe thou defiredft;| 4 
and thou haſt fallen, yer upon recovery t 
thou haſt ſeen, and abhorred that inning { 
fin which hath ſo defiled thee, - who fall%] t 
unwillingly into the mire, uſually ſees rhe] £ 
more, and 1s the more affected with that] v 
uncleanefle which he hath contrated. Ir 
Would'{t thou know aright the fin- ſ 
fulneſſe of thy nature? then be uct a flranger| Þ 
por ſel dome i a ſerious and deep hamiliats- b 


C 
he cannot ſee bodily obje&s well, whoſe] © 
eyes are full ofteares, yet he ſeeth rheſe ſpi-Þ Þ 
rituall objets beſt, who ſeeth them with] © 
eyes filled with teares. He that was never] t 
duely grieved at an unkindneſſe done by] F 
him to his friend, never knew how great © 
that unkindneſſe was: and he that never} + 
orieved, that he carryeth about him-a fin#þ © 
full heart, never knew yet how finfull hi # 
heart is which he carrieth in his breaſt, Fol 4 
theſe well regulated affeRions and paſſion © 
are very ſagacious, and quick-ſighted in'thiþ4 
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achy get. Thus well guided ſorrow (ſuch as 1 
' it, now ſpeak of) can find out the nature and 
een] aggravations of that, for which the ſoule 
nce| grieveth: and ifonce thou canſt bring thy 
d{t,] foule to'weep in ſecret over this finning ſin, 
ery] thou mayeſt be aſſured thou already haſt 
1ing] lome degree of true right knowledge of 
all's] this fin, and ere long (holding on thus) wilt 
the] get greater degrees and meaſures of it. E- 
hat] very tear thou ſheddeſt will be a glaſſe to 
'| repreſent ſomewhat more of it, and every 
(in| ligh will be a blow at the door of this char- 
Th nell houſe, or houſe of corruption, untill ir 
ati.-| be broken open, that thou mayeſt ſee and 
1ghſ Cleanſe it. Chriſtian, view all the remark- 
ofe] able feaſons in which thou haſt -had any 
pi-| fight and knowledge of this fin more then 
1th] ordinary, thou that haſt ſeen much of it in 
very thy reading the law, in thy hearing the law 
by preached, inthy meditating on it, or whilelt 
ar} thou haſt been conferring about it. Didit 
jeff thou ever ſee more of it at ſuch times, or 
m4. ever ſo much, as when thy ſoule hath been 
ih xeady to melt into teares for it, whileſt 
off tbou haſt fixed thine eye upon it and wept? _ 
wE:Caltro mind what Improvements thou haſt 
gotten to thy Knowledge at any times, I 
>&& know little, if chou ſayelt not that  Jforr- 
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ning times have been the ſeaſons, and weeping 
eyes have been the organs which have made theKr 
fulleſt diſcovery -of this ſin, and added thera 
molt conſiderable improvement to thispr 
Knowledge. 7b was a mourner when hedi 
ſaw, and left it for our inſtruction, that|lai 
| Fob, 14. 4. 20ne can bring a cleane thing out of an un-|M 
cleane: And David was broken-hearted,|C? 
wholly immerſt in teares, when he breathed|th 
out that confeſlion, that full and clear de-|Þ« 
{ſcription of our {ſinfull natures, which are|® 
ſhapen in iniquity &C. Ina word, get thee ajn' 
veſſell of Chryſtall teares, if thou wilt ſee|#] 
how great the unhappy Eclipſe of thy glo-jÞ 
ry is. Men who would ſee the Eclipſe of theſ® 
Sun, chooſe to ſee it in a veſſell of clear wa## 
ter, and enlightned foules ſee the greatneſſe] 

of their Eclipſe beſt in the veſſell filled} 
| with teares of Godly ſorrow. ; 
- 6. Direti- 6. Wouldft thou get, and keep up a right 
| 59 « 1:43 KP Owledge and apprehenſion of this finningh! 
. A ing {in, of this indwelling luſt? then joyne th 
« experience Pratticall Divine, the experienced Chriſtian 
F Jogether, aud thy own obſervation to thy ſtudy of tho 
E _ It vs authors who are accounted highly for thei 
g hears = great learning. Do not ſeek a right Knows 
ether mer s [Edge of this onely from the learned, noi 
| boots, Yet promiſe thy {elfe a full Knowledge of i8 
ug | without 
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*pingwichout - them. 1} know others may have a 
nowledge fnll and ſufficient for them” (be- 
rauſe they are not Scholars, nor mnſt be 
reachers) without enquiry into it, by the 
directions of learned men, but you are Scho= 
thatllars, who may poſlibly- be teachers of 0> 
#»-|thers, you mult 1n order- to a full diſcovery 
red, |examine what learned men have faid in 
hedithis: bur yer conſider that ſomewhat elſe 
de-|beſide learning is requiſite ro make .them 
are|meet guides to you: joyne therefore: Lear- 
e a[ning and Experience together in thoſe: Au- 
ſee|thors you {fiudy touching this, their Lear- 
;o-[ning enables them to diſcover the truth in 
{the more ſpeculative, & notionall parts of it; 
74.4 their Experience enables them ro diſcover 
ſſef the truth in the more ParaRicall-parr 
led] which hath moſt influence on the life.- An 
if thou canſt, (as 1 am ſure thou mayeſt)find 
rhe both Learning and Grace happily meeting 
no{.in the ſame perſons, and ſweetly flowing 
from their pen, in what they have wrote 
touchins this matter, Prize and ſtudy them: 
but. forget not to ſtudy thine own heart ar 
We ſame rime, who ſo wiſely joynes rheſe 
togerber for the information ofa teachable 
Joule, is nor (1 think) in much danger of 
multaking a falſe, and unprofitable for a 
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trueand advantageous Knowledge of t 
do&rine. In which there are ſome thinggJ- 
difficule and not obvious to every one} F 
which muſt be ſoughr in the Schooles: and 0+ fi 
ther things Experimentall, and ſpirituall, 
which .muit be ſought at the mouth of a 
Sratious and fanCtified perſon. Their lear- 
ning; wil be a glafſe to repreſent the one,| a 
their. Experience will be a glaſſe to repre- 
ſent -the other part to you. Their /earning 
will inferme your jtagments, and their expert- 
ence will diſcover your hearts to you, While you 
ſhall: obſerve that your hearts anſwer to 
theirs in thoſe Motons and Pronefle to fin, 
which are now the matter of your daylief| 
exerciſe and complaints, as they once were 
the matter of their dayly exerciſe and] 
complaints. In one word, in ſuch a com- 
bination, thou halt the skill of a Phyſitian, 
and the experience of a {ick recovered pa-| 
tient toinforme thee, ard direct thee in the 
very. fame caſe and diſeaſe. His skill can 
tejil chee the cauſe, with the danger, and 
cure: His experience can tell thee: the man 
ner of this diſeaſe in its workings, arid: the 
ſure mechod of appiying the meanes, that 
.will not faile to heale chee. And thou wile. 
Jay, whoſo knowes hs diſeaſe thus, knowes I 
EE ic 
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f anyit aright: Be you then diligent in uſing. their "3 
hings learning as Scholars, and thur Experience as 
one} $aizts, and you may well hope to get a ſut- 
id 0+ ficient infighr into this, both as it 1s 
all, ' Profound and deep, fit to be 
of a | ſearched after by Scholars, 
ear- | andasitis 
Dne,| a knowledge 3 Spirituall, Experimentall,and 
Pre. practica!l in its nature and 
ring right tendency, onely ob- 
erte {_ Teined by Saints. 
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old Catalogue of Bookes rinted for, and 
-Pove ſold byRichard Davis at his mY 
neer Oriell Colledge iz Oxford. 


Paraphraſe, and Annotations on the 
| whole Book of Pſalms, by Hen: Ham- 
21 mond, D. D. n folio. 
—A Paraphraſe, and Annotations upon all 
| the Books of the New Teſtament, in folio: the 
8 ſecond Editition. 
—T he Pratticall C atechiſme, with all other 
bs Engliſh Treatiſes, in two volumes in 49. 
 —Differtationes quatuor quibus Epiſco- 
JFparus Jura ex S. Scripturis & Primexva An- 
"Fraquicate adſ{truuntur, contra ſententiam 
2 Blondelli & aliorum, 40. 
FF —A Reviewof the Paraphraſe and Annota- 
| tions on the New Teſtament. 89. | 
Some profitable direftions both for Prieſt 
and People, in two Sermons. 80. 
F —4 Colleftion of ſeveral Replies and vindi- 
1} cations. Publiſhed of late moſt of them in -de- 
'& fence of the Church of Engl: in 4 volumes 49. 
*# —The Diſpatcher diſpatch't, in Anſwer to 


3 4 Roman Catholick's book,, entituled, Schiſme 
Wſpatchr. 49. uw. 
i} —4 Letter of Reſolution to ſix Dueries,120, 
Y =of Schiſme. 4 defence of the Church of 
7 | > England 


England againſt the _ of the Rams 
wiſts. 129, _ 

—Of F manor ale ina N ation referring t 
Practice. 129, 

—Parznelis, or a ſeaſonable exhortation t4 
ell true ſons of the Church of En gland, I29, 

A view of the Threats aud Puniſhments re= 
corded in Scripture, Alphabetically compoſed, 


with ſome briefe Obſervations upon ſcveralll 


Texts, by Zach; Bogan of C.C.C. in Oxon.80. 
—The Airtb ; a Chriſtian Life, and the 
ſorrowes of a Wicked Life, 89. 
Fides Apoſtolica, or, 4 Diſcourſe aſl, erting 
the received Authors and Authority. of the A- 


poſtles Creed: together with the Grounds and 
Ends of the Compoſrng thereof by the Apiſtles, 
the ſufficiency thereof for the Rule of Faith &c: 
With a dowcble Appendix, 1. Touching the A= 
thanaſtan, The Nicene Creed: by George 
Afhwell, B. D. 80. 


Ailmeri Muſz Sacre, ſeu Jonas, Jeremize 
Threni,& Daniel Grace reddit1 carmine,80,..4 


Ad Grammaticen ordinariam ſupplemen= 
taquzdam. Editio 2, multis auctior. 89. 


A Guide to to the Holy City, or Direftions 
and Helps to an Holy life, by John _— . 


H.D. 42 
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.* Theſes quadrageſimales Philoſophiz No= 
vz, in Scholis Oxonit Publicis, a Carolo 
Potter. 129. 

Contemplationes Metaphyſicz, Anthore 
74 Georg. Ritſcheli Bohemo, 89. 
| Aditus ad Logicam, Authore Samuele 
"7 Smith, 8o, 
ea, Elementa Logicze, Authore Edwardo 
all Brerewood, 120. 
30, Johan. Buridani Queſtiones in ofto Li» 
el bros Politicorum Ariſtorelis, 40, 
Robert Baronu Philoſophia Theologiz 
gl Ancillans, Edit. nova. 129. ' | 
{-] Rob: Baronii Metaphyſica, Edit:nova,120, 
"at The hart of Sedition, by S. John Cheek, 40. 
Fs T he Chriſtian Race, aSermin on Heb. 12, 1. 
c-| &y Tho. Barton, 40. 
\- A Sermonen2 of Timothy, chap. 3-v.1,2,3, 
x 455. by Will: Chillingworth, 40. 

A funeral Sermon on Phil. 1. 23. by John 

=q Millet, 40. | 
-T AA Funerall Sermon on 1 Cor. 7.29,30,31. 
= . 6) Tho: Hauskins. 80. 

A Nomenclator of ſuch Trafts and Sermons 
SY 4s have been printed or tranſlated into Engliſh 
= #por any place or book of the Holy Scripture, 
'Y mow to be badin the Publick Library in on 


by Jo, Vernevill. 120. 
The V aulting- after, or the Art of Vault 
ting, luſtrated with Sixteen braſſe figures, by 
William Stoaks. 47. | D 
Ramus Olive, Concto habita ad clerum. | C 

in Templo Beatz Mariz Oxon, 8c. Juni pro 
inchoando Termino. A Joh. Wall, T. D. & ,, 
Col. Adis Chirſti Prxbendario. 89. Yo 
A briefe Treatiſe touching the preſervation , , 
re 


of the Eye-ſight by Walter Baley, ſometimes 
Fellow of N..Colledg, Regius profeſſor in Phy- 
fick, and Phyſitian to Queen Elizabeth. 80. 4 
Eſſates and Obſervations, wherein many of | 
the hxmours and diſeaſes of the age are diſcove- | , 
red and charatterized, by a fudent in Theolo- | , 
. $9. EL 
- Porta Moſis, ſive Differtationes aliquot p 
a R. Moſe Maimonide. Nunc primum Ara- p 


bice prout ab ipſo Autore conſcriptz ſunt, 
& Latine editx. Una cum Appendice No- 0 
rarum Miſcellanea, opera & ſtudio Edvardi Þ 
Pocockii, Linguz Hebr: & Arab: in Acad. 
Oxon. Profeſſoris 45. | 
Idea Trigonometrix Demonſtratz. Item 
Prxlectio de Cometis. Et Inquiſitio in Bul-! 
liald: Aftronomiz Philolaice Fundamenta, 
Authore Setho Wardo, in Acad. Oxon. 


Aſtronomiz Profeſſore Saviliano.'40% 
- ---In Thomx Hobbii Philoſophiam exer- 
citatio Epiſtolica, 80. 
Delplu Phoenicizances, &c. Authore Edm. 
' Dickinſon, Med. Doc. & Mertonenſis 
| Colleg. Socio, in 8o. 
Logice Artis Compendium , Autho« 
re Rob. Sanderſon , Coll. Lincoln, in al- 
| ma Oxomienſi quondam Socio, & in Fadem 
Academia Sacre Theologiz poſtea Profeſſo- 
re Regio, Edit. 54. 120. 
A Paraphraſe cn Habbakuk,by Dr. Stoakes. 
40. * 
1] ".#C briſtian Legacy, viz. 
" | I. A Preparation for | 
1 SACS Koo P 5 Death Oc. 
| by Edw. Hyde, D. D. 129 | 
C Chriſt and his Church: or Chriſtianity ex= 
plain'd under 7. Evangelicall and Eccleſraſti- 
» | call Heads: with a fuſtification of the Church 
- } of England accerding to the true principles of 
, Chriſtian Religion and Chriſtian Comm anon. 
* | 42. 1658. 

---- A Chriſtian Vindication of Truth a- 
gainſt Errour , concerning 7 C entroverſies, 
wot between the Charch of England, and the 
'Y Romaniſts, in 1209. new. wa 
FF Ric: Gardiner Herefordenſis, Specimen 
8. Oratorium. 120. | The 
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The City Match. 49. Tj | 
T be —_ War. rot bath long -Pucfte 
written by 1. M. St: of Ch: Ch: Oxon. wg 

Ovid's Invettive againſt Ybis; tranſlateſ* 
into Engliſh Verſe, and the Hiſtories therei$"'* 
breifly explained, with Natural, oralt, Pref”? 
zicall, Political, Mathematicall, and Theol 
gicall Applications: by Jo: Jones, Teacher of 
Prinate Schoole iy Hereford. 80, L 

Two Aſſize Sermons, preached at Reading © 
and Abingdon in Berks: with two others preaF © 
ched at $t. Maries in Oxford: by Jo: Hinck#” ! 
ley, Miniſter of the Goſpell at Colſehill #n - 
Berks. 120, all 

The Devill of Maſcon, or a true Relation*® 
of what an Uncleane Spirit did and ſaid df 
Maſcon i» Burgundy, arzefted by ſeveral! per4%” 
fons of Eminency, both for Learning ard Picry A? 
the 3d. Edition, 80. EE] 

Burgeſdity Metaphvſica. 120. a 

DrirettHons for a Goaly'Life: eſpecially {ola 
Communicating at the Lords Table, by H. To-#\« 
zer: the 6th. Editicn. 120. ' 

Hen: SaviJii Oratio coram Regina Elizaf** 
betha Oxoniz habita, &c. 4. 0. 

Juelli Apologia Eccleſix Anglican: Gra-| 4 
colat: Bo. : Pal 
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G erball, conteining the ſumme of what hath 

een hitherto publiſhed either by Ancient or 
ateAoarrne Authors, both Galemcall and Chy- 
reifpechall, touching Trees, Shrubs, Plante, 
Pref runs, Flowers, G&c. 1n an Alphabetical or- 
olofer in which are diſtinguiſh d all that are i 
of he Phyſick, Garden in Oxford, ſhewing their 


ind #75mes, Uſe, Doſe, Danger, and Antidotes, 
7c. by Ro: Lovell, Sz: cf Ch: Ch: Oxon. 
ck l 20. : 
| 34. T he Cireles of Proportion, and the Horizon- 
all Inſtrument &c. both invented, and the #- 
tiogs of both written in Latine by W. Oughtred, 
1 g#{tonenlis. Trayſlated into Engliſh, and ſet 
perdorth for the publique binefpt by W. F. 
-;y And now by the Authors conſent reviſed, cor- 
rebied, and freed from all miſtakes in the fur- 
ter edition: and alſo mach amplified and ex- 
{plaineÞ by A. H. Gent. with braſſe figures. 80, 
[HY w- 
A Treatiſe proving theneceſſity of a Lear- 
2aed Miniſtry, by H. Th. Sr: Ch: Oxon. 
bo. New. 
-x-| Exercitationes duz. Prima de Hyſterica 
?afſione: ſecunda de Aﬀectione Hypochon- 
hj-lriaca, Aurhore Nathaniele Highmoro, 
-rtium & Medicinx Doctore. 80. New. 
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